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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter consists of background of study, statement of problem, purpose of 

the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Nowadays, the world development in various fields is more amazing and faster, 

especially the development of technology and information. It demands the ability to 

master foreign languages, especially English. As a language that is widely used in 

science knowledge, technology and the arts, English language serves as one of 

international language. In addition, to act as the language of science, technology and 

arts, English language can be a tool to achieve the economic goals of trade, 

international relations, socio-cultural and educational goals and objectives career 

development. Today in many schools, from kindergartens elementary schools, senior 

high school, and junior high school, English is taught. 

As a reality in Indonesia, senior high school graduates still cannot use English 

fluently. It can be proved by observing that the college students, non English 

department students, rarely or almost never read English textbook as their references. 

This condition is caused of the lack of reading skill, which actually is very important 

to develop their in their own major.  
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Students need to spend time successfully engaged in reading activities to 

benefit from the experience (Berliner, 1990). Ensuring that students are successfully 

engaged with reading materials requires guidance and continuous monitoring from 

educators. Matching reading materials to students is a four-step process: (1) estimate 

text readability, (2) measure student reading ability, (3) determine the appropriate 

reading range for independent reading, and (4) continuously monitor comprehension 

and adjust book levels and genre (Borman, & Dowling, 2004). According to 

Supriyadi (2001: 9) the textbook assessment includes quality of content, 

appropriateness to curriculum, the language used, including the presentation and 

readability, graphics, and security book.   

and other factors provide the data educators need to guide stud

and ensure that students get the greatest benefit from their reading practice. 

In determining the reading material, teachers often use reading materials that 

are already available in textbooks.  Textbooks are believed as effective resources for 

self-directed learning, material presentation, sources of ideas and activities, reference 

sources for students, a syllabus where they reflect pre-determined learning objectives, 

and support for less experienced teachers who have not yet gained confidence.  

Related of the textbook readability, Dewi (2008) investigated the readability 

levels of reading text in ESP textbook for English Department published by Language 

Center University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The finding showed that 35% texts 

were readable and 65% were not from the whole units. It means that this textbook 
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used by the second students semester of English Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang is not suitable for the students because more than 50% the 

texts are not readable. Besides, Nugraha (2010) investigated the quality of reading 

English in Focus The findings 

Focus' are very poor. Overall, the quality of reading materials used in the textbooks is 

good. Although there are some texts, particularly in term of readability of the texts 

which are inappropriate for the ninth graders and relevancy of the texts which is not 

relevant to the standard of content, some other texts can somehow still be used since 

the other categories indicate that the texts are good. 

Based on the survey while in both public and private high school in Malang, 

most schools use the book Developing Home Competencies by Ahmad Doddy, et al, 

which is the Electronic School Books (BSE) issue of Book Center Department of 

Education. This book has been recognized other than in accordance with the Content 

Standards (Standar Isi) are also relatively cheap, it can even be downloaded for free. 

This is the reason why the teacher chose this book as a handbook. 

In this study, the writer would like to analyze The Readability Levels of 

Reading Materials in Developing English Competencies for Senior High School 

(SMA/ MA) Grade X published by Pusat Perbukuan Departement Pendidikan 

Nasional. 
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1.2 Statement of Problems  

The problem in this study is:  

How is the readability level of reading Materials in Developing English 

Competencies for Senior High School (SMA/ MA) Grade X published by Pusat 

Perbukuan Departement Pendidikan Nasional? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

The main purpose of this study is to know the readability level of reading 

material in Developing English Competencies for Senior High School (SMA/MA) 

Grade X published by Pusat Perbukuan Departemen Pendidikan Nasional. 

1.4 Significance of the Study  

This study is expected to be useful for the textbook designer with information 

that the reading material in the textbook they have written is readable or not for the 

students. It is also expected to help the students to understand the material well and 

develop their reading skill with readable textbook. This study also expected to help 

the teachers to choose the suitable textbook for their students.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is reading material in Developing Home Competencies 

Grade X that written by Ahmad Doddy, et al, which is the Electronic School Books 

(BSE) issue of Book Center Department of Education. The limitation is reading 

material at reading activity.  
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1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

The definitions of key terms are: 

1) Reading is a result of the interaction between the perception of graphic symbols 

knowledge of the world (Nuttal, 1985). 

2) Readability is the ease or efficiency with which a text can be comprehended by 

a reader to which they understand it, read in an optimal speed, and find the 

meaning of text reading (E. Dale and J. S. Chall, 2007:6). 

3) Reading material is the text which is used as media in teaching reading class 

related to the field of English (Alexander in Oktaviani, 2006).  

4) Textbook is a book compiled by experts to support the teaching program 

(Mastutiningsih, 2003). 


