
 1

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation and definition of 

key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 English is the most widely spoken language all over the world. Therefore, 

English has become an essential means of communication. By understanding English, 

people will find it easier to access any kind of information. As we know, most of 

information is presented in English in the printed media, such as magazines, 

newspaper, or books; broadcasted by radio and TV station; or posted on the internet. 

Therefore, learning English is undoubtedly important in this globalization era. 

 In line with the necessity of learning English, the Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan 

Pendidikan (KTSP) (Standar Kompetensi Mata Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris Sekolah 

Menengah Atas dan Madrasah Tsanawiyah, Departemen Pendidikan Nasional, 2006) 

states that the objective of teaching English as a foreign language in Indonesia, 

particularly at the Junior High School level is to develop both oral and written 

communication competence in order to achieve informational literacy level. Literacy 

levels are performative, functional, informational and epistemic. In performative level 

students can read, write, listen and talk with the help of picture. At the level of 

functional, students can use language to fulfill requirements of everyday life like 
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reading newspaper, guide or manual. At the level of informational, students can 

access knowledge by their language ability, while at the level of epistemic students 

can express their knowledge to the target language. 

 Vocabulary as one of the linguistic competences should be mastered well. The 

language learners’ vocabulary mastery can be seen from their ability in using the 

correct words accurately or identifying the meaning of a word. Therefore, good 

knowledge of English vocabulary is required by anyone who wants to use the 

language. According to Ghazal (2002), learning vocabulary is one of the major 

challenges for foreign language learners. 

 In the process of learning a foreign language, vocabulary plays an important 

role since it is an element that links the four language skills, listening, reading, 

speaking and writing, altogether. The acquisition of an adequate vocabulary is 

essential for successful second language users because without an extensive 

vocabulary we will be unable to use the structure and function that we have learned 

for comprehensible communication. Moras (2001) states that foreign language 

learners need to broaden their vocabulary to express themselves more clearly and 

appropriately in a wide range of situations. Therefore, in order to communicate well 

in a foreign language, students should acquire an adequate number or words and 

should know how to use them accurately. In fact, vocabulary remains one of the 

problems in English communication. 

 Listiana and Afifah (2002) in their research about need analysis of English 

skill in some Senior High School found that the most important English was 

vocabulary, followed by speaking, reading, listening and writing. It was based on 
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Listiana’s research about learning English skill for the first year students in MAN 3 

Malang. In MAN 3 Malang, Listiana used seven classes consisting 246 students and 

the research took 70 students as a sample. Moreover, in Afifah’s research she took 

SMK Negeri 2 Malang and the population of the study was seven parallel classes in 

the second year students and three classes was used as a sample with 90 students. 

Both of them used questionnaire as the instrument. 

 It was found that low mastery of vocabularies turned out to be one of the most 

serious problems. This was indicated by the average score of their vocabulary test 

which was below the school’s SKBM (Standar Ketuntasan Belajar Minimal) of 60. 

This problem made it difficult for them to write and to speak English, as well as to 

comprehend spoken and written text. 

 There are several strategies to expand our vocabulary. Shostak (1996) states 

that using prefixes, suffixes and roots can expand our vocabulary. Here, the writer 

purposes on the study on prefixes for vocabulary teaching because learning to 

identify prefixes and knowing their meanings are great ways to expand our 

vocabulary. 

 In addition, students will not only be comfortable to identify complex words 

in their own reading and writing, but also of breaking those words (and others which 

they are not familiar) down in attempting to understand their meanings of their parts. 

They will know the most popular prefixes (extra-, mis-, in-, im-, un-, dis-, non-, etc) 

because they will have seen them and heard them repeated many times over. 

 Vocabulary is very important components for an English class in the junior 

high school. Here, the teacher uses prefix cards in teaching vocabulary. This media is 

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


 4

similar with flashcards but the teacher adopts or combines with some existing kinds 

of flashcards and modifying it. Therefore, the writer was interested in a study on 

prefix cards for teaching vocabulary at SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study, the research problem is formulated as 

follows: How are prefix cards used in teaching vocabulary of seventh grade at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 Based on the question above, the purpose of the study is attempted to find out 

how prefix cards used in teaching vocabulary of seventh grade at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 Theoretically, this study is expected to give the information about knowledge 

of vocabulary such as: synonyms, antonyms, affixes, prefixes and suffixes. Moreover, 

this study is also expected to give alternative teaching material of vocabulary. 

Practically, this study is used as model to solve teaching vocabulary problems faced 

by English teacher. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 There are two types of affixes in English, those are prefix (go before the root) 

and suffix (go after the root). The scope of this research is prefix cards usage in 

vocabulary teaching. Therefore, the result is limited to the teacher of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. This study involved the seventh grade English 

teacher of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 There are six key terms of this study i.e. Affix, Prefix, Suffix, Cards, 

Vocabulary and Teaching. To avoid misinterpretation, they are defined as follows: 

Affix is a letter or group of letter added to the beginning or end of the word to change 

its meaning. (Neufeld and Webb, 1984: 6) 

Prefix is a syllable (or sometimes more than one syllable) that is placed before the 

root to form a new word. (Neufeld and Webb, 1984: 6). Example: 

 un- : unhappy, unaware, unintelligent, unlucky, unimportant, etc. 

 im- : impolite, imprint, impossible, immobile, immature, etc. 

 in- : insight, incorporate, indifferent, indirect, indiscreet, etc. 

Suffix is a syllable (or syllables) added to the end of a root in English. (Neufeld and 

Webb, 1984: 7). Example: 

 -able : fashionable, reasonable, breakable, usable, imaginable, etc. 

 -al : logical, regional, national, personal, etc. 

 -ment : entertainment, basement, encouragement, agreement,   

  management, etc. 
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Cards are piece of card or plastic with information on it, used to identify a person, to 

record information or as a proof of membership. (Oxford, 2003: 58) 

Vocabulary is the sum of words used by, understood by, or at the command of a 

particular person or group. (Pikulski and Templeton, 2009). 

Teaching is guiding and facilitating learning, enabling the learners to learn and 

setting the condition for learning. (Brown, 2000). 
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