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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses about (1) background of the study, (2) problems of 

the study, (3) purpose of the study, (4) significance of the study, (5) scope and 

limitation, and (6) definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Writing is not only a tool for communication, but also it serves as a means 

of learning, thinking, and organizing knowledge or ideas. Writing is a complex 

activity involving some stages of composition task completion (Chen, 2002; 

Watskins, 2004). Therefore, this skill has been considered one of the most 

difficult skills for learners to master. The difficulty is due not only to the need to 

generate and organize ideas using the appropriate choices of vocabulary, sentence, 

and paragraph organization but also to turn such ideas into a readable text along 

with a particular rhetoric pattern (Richards & Renandya, 2002).  

Sometimes I heard friends of mine sigh that writing paragraph was very 

difficult. They confused to develop the ideas, theme, theories, concepts, 

methodologies, patterns etc. although they had been taught within the module 

along the course in semesters. It might because they did not know about the 

fundamental perspectives, values and assumptions underpinning the course’s main 

themes and topics as they were being presented to them in lectures and seminars 

(www.cardiff.ac.uk). Thus they wondered what the contribution of learning 

writing when they already had the structure lesson then. According to Axelroad 
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and Cooper (1991:2), writing makes a special contribution to the way people think 

and learn. It means that through writing one is able to explore the ideas and facts 

then put it all together in the end before producing new critical thinking to some 

situations. Thus, writing helps one to learn more effectively and think more 

critically. Unfortunately, some may say writing is difficult, boring, and confusing 

to start. This is in line with Axelroad and Cooper (1991), that writing may seem 

difficult even threatening, but by knowing how it works, writing is not an obstacle 

anymore because writing is a skill that anyone can learn.  Knowing part of writing 

and the process help one to start writing without feeling like stuck and stressed. 

Writing can be done in a letter, note, diary, college essay, article, report, or even 

thesis. 

Essay writing is a kind of approach to acquire the skills, strategies, and 

knowledge that are necessary for succeeding in content coursework (Davis and 

Liss, 2006). Essay writing here surely has an important role in deciding the result 

of acquiring in coursework for students. The essay writing is focused on five 

paragraph essay which has three body paragraphs that each body paragraph 

contains a topic sentence that supports the main ideas stated in the last sentences 

of the first paragraph which are known as thesis statement. These essays have 

greater elaboration, which may include examples, statistics, questions, definitions, 

and quotations. Based on Davis and Liss (2006), five-paragraph essays are more 

analytical in nature. So it implies that by mastering five-paragraph essays, 

hopefully those provide students with the tools and the confidence necessary for 

college writing especially like analysis. 
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Further, according to Harris and Graham (1994), students in the upper levels 

face increasing demands for strategic writing performance, both as a means of 

learning and as a way what is understood. It implies that a strategy in developing 

essay writing, actually, has a role in making academic reports. In addition, based 

on Read, et.al. (2001), students not only struggle due to lack of clear guidance in 

the rule of grammar in academic writing, but also significant numbers of 

presenting their views or opinions. Students may have varied strategy to develop 

the essay writing, because they not only write, but also to think and reflect upon 

what they are writing about. At first, they need to plan their writing through 

brainstorming before implementing their planning to introduction, body 

paragraph, and conclusion in the end. However, those are only pre-description to 

the students’ strategy in developing their essay. Do they have implemented the 

planning and what are they? The two are possible questions that might come to be 

revealed and learned, in order to have the better strategy in teaching writing 

especially writing essay. 

Writing essay is a part of course works in college. Started from sixth to 

seventh semester essay is taught in writing IV class. However, not all students had 

a chance to take writing IV class in sixth to seventh semester, because writing 

class has each phase that must be accomplished first before get to the next phase. 

In spite of the curriculum, this research focused on the students who had finished 

the writing IV class handled and developed their essay.  
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1.2 Statements of the Problem 

1. What strategies do the students employ in developing essay at the 

English Department of UMM? 

2. What are the students’ reasons of using the strategies in developing 

essay? 

1.3   Purpose of the Study 

1. To identify the strategies employed by the students in developing essay 

at the English Department of UMM. 

2. To describe the students’ reasons of using the strategies in developing 

the essay. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

Theoretically, the result of this research will give some concepts to the 

nature of writing essays in academic writing. Practically, this research is 

conducted to show the strategy in writing essays. Whereas, the students and the 

teachers at English Department of UMM may consider the strategy in writing 

essays to overcome the difficulties in writing subject, especially exploring the 

ideas and delivering the explanations through words. 

Eventually, it would be a basis for other researchers in improving writing 

thesis more intensively. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this research is only focused on the writing strategies that 

are applied to develop essay. The limitation of the research is the students in 7
th 

and 8
th

 semesters or above that have already taken or are still taking writing IV 

subject. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

1. Writing skill is one of four skills in English language that helps one 

connect to others, to communicate (Axelroad and Cooper, 1991:3). 

2. Writing Process is process of discovery of thoughts and other ideas 

(Axelroad and Cooper, 1991). 

3. Essay consists of three basic parts, introduction, body paragraph, and 

conclusion (Davis and Liss, 2006:4). 

4. Essay writing is a kind of approach to acquiring the skills, strategies, 

and knowledge that are necessary for succeeding in content 

coursework (Davis and Liss, 2006). 

5. Strategy is specific methods of approaching a problem or task, modes 

of operation for achieving a particular end, planned designs for 

controlling and manipulating certain information (Brown, 2000:113). 

 

 

 


