
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, purpose of the 

study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Teaching English for the primary level is different from teaching English for elementary 

school. Teaching English for primary level would have some advantages because young children 

can learn a language more easily. This assumption is supported by Brown (2008: 8) who state 

that childhood is the best period for acquiring native or near native pronounciation because 

children speech muscles are still flexible, so it is easy for them to learn the sound system of the 

foreign language. We know that young children can learn language fast. So, it is good if English 

is given from the earlier ages because young learners in the earlier ages are not difficult to learn 

something especially language.  

In teaching English to young learners, the teacher must be creative in order to attract 

students’ interest in following the lesson. In relation to this, teaching media for young children 

are very helpful. It is because media can make the students focused on and interested in the 

lesson. By using media the students also can be active in joining the class.  Besides, media can 

also motivate and stimulate the students to learn. It is supported by Sadiman (2006) who states 

that media are one of the tools which are used to facilitate in transfering information to the 

students in order to attract their  motivation in teaching learning process.  



Furthermore, Arianto (2003) reported that in teaching English using media, the teacher 

has to select them according to the theme, objective, and the characteristic of the students. 

Therefore, before deciding to use the media, it is better for the teachers to consider about those 

things. Teaching media have a great contribution to the teaching and learning process. It can help 

the teacher solve the problems which appear during the class. It is supported by Asnawir and 

Usman (2002) who state that in teaching activities, generally, teaching media have functions to 

overcome obstacles in communication, physical limitation in class and passive attitude of 

students and also to integrate their observation.  

Based on previous research done by Nasar (2004), it was found that the English teacher 

used two kinds of media in teaching English, namely visual and audio media. The results also 

showed that the teacher’s problems dealing with the media are: lack of ability to make the media 

more interesting for the students, the limited time allotment in preparing media especially in 

using tape recorder, the big number of the students in the class, and the lack of good cooperation 

between the English teachers and the atmistrative staff. The problems can be overcome by 

assigning English teachers to join some courses and making the evaluation better. 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in investigating the teaching 

media used by the teacher in teaching English for young learners at TK Tunas Rimba, Tuban. 

This study is expected to be meaningful in giving information and description of the teaching 

media as a feedback for the teacher in teaching English.  

1.2 Statements of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study, the researcher formulates the research problems as 

follows: 



1. What teaching media does the teacher use in teaching English at TK Tunas Rimba Tuban? 

2. What criteria does the teacher use in selecting the media for teaching English at TK Tunas 

Rimba Tuban? 

3. What are the students’ responses toward the media used by the teacher in teaching English at TK 

Tunas Rimba Tuban? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To know the kinds of media used by the teacher in teaching English at TK Tunas Rimba Tuban. 

2. To know the creteria used by the teacher in selecting the media for teachung English at TK 

Tunas Rimba Tuban. 

3. To know the students’ responses toward the media used by the teacher in teaching English at TK 

Tunas Rimba Tuban. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

The writer hopes that the result of this study can give contribution to English teachers in 

using media in teaching English for young learners. By reading this research, English teachers 

also can know the kinds of media that are appropriate for young learner’s level. Finally, by using 

appropriate media the students will be more interested in studying English in the classroom.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The writer wants to focus the scope of the study on the kinds of teaching media, the 

creteria in selecting the media, and students’ responses toward the media used by the teacher in 

teaching English for young learners. While for the limitation, the writer chooses TK Tunas 

Rimba Tuban. 



1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

It is necessary for the writer to give definition of the key terms to avoid misunderstanding 

that may appear in the study. They are as follows: 

1. Teaching media are tools that are used by teachers and students to help them reach the goal of 

learning (Nababan, 2003). In this study, the teaching media are tools that are used by the teachers 

of TK Tunas Rimba Tuban in order to facilitate the good results of the teaching and learning 

process. 

2. Visual media  are any kinds of media which can be seen, observed and touched by the students. 

They are devided into three categories; realistic, analogic and organizational (Heinich et. al., 

1999: 68). In this study, visual media are media that are concerned with visual images. 

3. Audio media are media which can only be heard by the students (Heinich et, al., 1999: 164). In 

this study, audio media are the media that are concerned with sense of hearing.  

4. Audio visual media are media that involve two aspects that is voices and pictures (Brets,  1992). 

In this study, audio visual media are media that are concerned with both visual and sound 

images. 

5. Young learners are children between the ages of about 5 years old to 12 years old (Rixon, 1999). 

6. Students’ response is the act of the students’ participation in the class during the teaching and 

learning activity. 

7. Response is the answer from students when the teacher gives the question to them in teaching 

and learning activity. 

8. Criteria are standard to choose media should suit with lesson before the teacher use it as teaching 

English in the classroom. 


