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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of study 

People all of the world have ever dreamed about imagination that is full of fantasy 

to happen in the real life. Interestingly, through literature, people can contribute their 

imagination to achieve what they want in their life. Further, according to Meyer 

(1990:3), “One of the most important values of literature is that nourishes our 

emotional lives.” Definitely, from that statement, people can maintain their emotion, 

passion and love to be one as unity of part of human nature. Ultimately, those senses 

of literature will emerge the reason why people want to read literature.   

The reason why everyone reads literature is because it offers pleasure and 

illumination. Furthermore, literature represents people’s culture and tradition. By 

reading literature, people can share the idea and feeling. Literature attempts to bring 

something important about life and it appeals most to the aesthetic imagination to the 

readers’ creative efforts. In addition, people can get the information for truth and to 

asses people in order to get the real human life situation.  According to Connolly (in 

Koesnosoebroto, 1988:1), “We read because of a hunger information, or amusement, 

or solace, because an appetite for truth that seem to grow by what it feeds on.” At the 

same point, literature obtains the purpose for entertainment, enjoyment and also 

agitation.  

There are many kinds of literary work such as novel, drama, poem, poetry and 

so on. Literary work can be told as a branch of literature dealing with words as raw 

material for producing a story in meaningful sense. So, literary work emerges as 
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imaginary thing to gain the framework of vision of the author’s feeling. Those 

understanding cause the readers intensively to read literary works as well as possible.  

According to Meyer (1990:11), reading literary works responsively can be an 

intensively demanding activity. Furthermore, by reading literary works, the people 

can observe, analyze or consider whether the actions, which have been done by 

characters in the stories, are favorable or not. One of literary works product is novel. 

Novel is a long narrative prose fiction. Novel tells us the reflection of human 

life as a simple miniature. Indeed, novel tells something that usually happens in our 

daily life. So, by reading novel, the readers will know surely about problems in 

human life and the problem solving as the key of life. As the description of human 

imitation, novel plays the significant role for the readers, especially how to 

comprehend it. 

The writer chose the novel of “The Eagle Has Landed” because it was the 

popular novel that was published over thirty languages. It is about Kidnapping 

Winston Churchill. Besides, this novel was a successful book, having sold nearly 26 

million copies since it was first published in 1975.  

The writer is interested in analyzing “The Eagle Has Landed” because it has an 

interesting story about conspiracy which has been done by Germany to kidnap 

Winston Churchill as the big portion of this story. As a matter of fact, Churchill had 

the most important role in World War II as the prime minister of England and it was 

the most powerful ally in the world. 
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1.2 Statement of the problem 

Here are the statements of the problem that need to be answered in this study: 

1. What is the purpose of the conspiracy done by Germany to kidnap Winston 

Churchill? 

2. What is the impact of the conspiracy done by Germany to kidnap Winston 

Churchill on paratroopers? 

3. What is the type of conspiracy theory used by Germany to kidnap Winston 

churchill? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the study 

Derived from the statement of the problem above, it can be formulated of the 

purpose of the study as follows: 

2. To know the purpose of the conspiracy done by Germany to kidnap Winston 

Churchill. 

3. To know the impact of the conspiracy done by Germany to kidnap Winston 

Churchill on paratroopers. 

4. To know type of conspiracy used by Germany to kidnap Winston Churchill 

 

1.4 Significance of the study 

The writer of this thesis hopes that this study can be useful for the readers and 

especially for the students of English Department who concern on this study. The 

students of English Department will get the knowledge of study. It is hoped that the 

thesis will be able to help the students in literature subject, especially in novel 
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through reading and comprehending well.  For the researcher itself, it can add the 

knowledge and elicit the result of analyzing the theory of conspiracy. 

 

1.5 Scope and limitation 

In this study the researcher just focused on analyzing Jack Higgins’ Novel “The 

Eagle Has landed.” The researcher also limits this study on the conspiracy done by 

Germany because conspiracy is the major problem in this novel and Germany shows 

their conspiracy the most.  

 

1.6 Definition of key terms 

In this thesis the researcher needs to explain some definitions of key terms related 

to the study in order to avoid misunderstanding and ambiguity. 

1. Analysis is a description about necessary part of a matter especially from book 

that has purpose to get knowledge of the matter clearly.  

2. Conspiracy is a secret mission between two  or more persons in an 

organization or group to carry out an illegal or harmful act. 

3. Winston Churchill was a prime minister of England from 1940 to 1945 in the 

era of Second World War and was known as British Politician. 

4. Novel is a fictitious tale or narrative, longer than a short story, having some 

degree of complexity and development of characters; it is usually organized as 

a time sequence of events, and is commonly intended to exhibit the operation 

of the passion, and often of love (Webster in collaborative International 

Dictionary of English, 2007). 
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5. The eagle has landed is the title of the novel which is being analyzed in this 

study. It tells us the conspiracy to kidnap Winston Churchill. (Jack Higgins, 

1976) 

6. Jack Higgins is the author of some bestselling novels such as Eye of The 

Storm, The President’s Daughter etc. He was born in Newcastle, England July 

27, 1929 (http://www.scintilla.utwente.nl/gert/higgins/pic/) 

7. The Eagle Has Landed is an international bestseller novel about the 

outstanding plot to kidnap Winston Churchill (A Bantam Book published in 

June 1975 by arrangement with Holt, Rinehart and Winston). 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


