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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents several points such as background of the study,

statement of the problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and

limitation, and definition of the key terms.

1.1 Background of the Study

Young children stage is an important phase in language learning. At this time,

a child’s brain is growing up whereas the more he learns a language, the more

vocabularies he gets. According to Vygotsky (in Kasbolah 2007), thinking skills are

developed when people are confronted with new experiences, ideas, and problems

that are connected to what has been known previously (prior knowledge). Thus, after

a child hears new words, then he hears them over and over again, automatically he

will take and use them in conversation. However, this thinking skill may differ from

one child to another because there are four child's phases based on Piaget (in

Kasbolah 2007). They are (1) sensorimotor stage, from born till 2 years; (2)

preoperational stage, 2-8 years; (3) concrete operational stage, 8-11 years; and (4)

formal stage, 11-15 years or more.

Teaching learning activities are applied by attributing to all skills, such as

listening, reading, writing, and speaking in English. Generally, these four skills are

related to one another. The listening and speaking skills can be seen in the use of

techniques such as role play, telling story, and singing a song. While reading and

writing can be seen in using the techniques such as children dictionary and copying.
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However, listening still becomes one of the difficult subjects for most of

young learners. According to Kasbolah (2007), this difficulty is caused by limited

vocabulary. On the other hand, some learners claim that listening is a passive subject

because while learning listening, they seem that they do not do anything.

Actually, listening subject can be fun if the teacher had many techniques to

apply in class such as singing songs, telling stories, playing games, and others. One of

the common techniques is by using songs so that students can practice new

vocabulary. According to Philips (in Kasbolah, 1999), young learners really enjoy

learning and singing songs, and older learners find working with well-known pop

songs highly motivating. This statement implies that songs can make some activities

to be interesting, especially for children.

Singing songs is one of the techniques in learning English for young learners

that stimulates the learners to be active in the class. Song is really easy to be taught

and imitated by children although they do not know the meaning of the lyric.

Therefore, teaching by using songs is quite reasonable to be done in class.

Ratnasari (2007) who studied about the role of songs in improving the

students' achievement in pronouncing English words found that the implementation

of songs in the teaching learning process can help the students improve their

pronunciation. Those songs were implemented in teaching listening for Building

Knowledge of the Field (BKOF) based on a descriptive text. In addition, Siswanti

(2004) found out that there was significant difference in the scores between the

experimental group and the control group that was showed by T value= 5.593 and T

level = 1.9915 for 0.05 level of significance. She concluded that teaching listening
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subject using English songs is effective in improving the students listening

comprehension. Those two previous research findings showed that songs have a big

contribution in upgrading the students’ English skills.

Based on The Decree of Ministry of Education and Culture

(R.I/No0487/4/1992, chapter VIII), elementary school can include extra lessons in its

curriculum as long as they are not in contradiction with the objectives of National

Education. Starting from 1993, primary schools in Indonesia are formally allowed to

introduce English as a local content subject to the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade

students (No.060/U/1993). Realizing the importance of English especially at

elementary schools, therefore the school participants agreed to establish English

competence in their schools. Thus, the Indonesian government develops National

Standard Schools (SSN) into International Based School Standard (RSBI) based on

National Education Standard (SNP). These schools not only employ KTSP but also

use English as the instructional language in teaching learning process

(http://file.upi.edu/Direktori). It can be seen that RSBI schools must use English and

technology actively while delivering the lessons to the students.

From the background above, this research focuses on teaching listening at

International Based School Standard (RSBI) school where English language is used

actively in speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Therefore, the researcher takes

RSBI Kauman I Malang, as one of the elementary schools in Malang that has a good

attention to the students especially in mastering the English skills. The students are

introduced to English since they are at the first grade by using English instructions in

every teaching learning activity. In addition, this school provides experienced

http://file.upi.edu/Direktori
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teachers who had TOEFL score 500 above, teaching learning by using English

actively, and supported facilities for teaching listening such as TV and sound systems,

a set of computer in every class, listening laboratory and interactive English language

materials.

The researcher conducts the research in the 4th grade. From the information of the

teacher, the 4th grade students are learning English, but they are not prepared for the

examination. Therefore, the researcher conducts the research on the techniques of

teaching listening applied by the teachers over the 4th grade students.

1.2 Statement of the problems

1. What are the teacher’s objectives in teaching listening at the 4th grade of

RSBI Kauman 1 Malang?

2. What are the materials taught by the teacher in teaching listening at the 4th

grade of RSBI Kauman 1 Malang?

3. How are the techniques of teaching listening comprehension practiced by the

teacher at the 4th grade of RSBI Kauman 1 Malang?

1.3 Purpose of the Study

1. To know the teacher’s objectives in teaching listening at the 4th grade of

RSBI Kauman 1 Malang.

2. To know the materials taught by the teacher in teaching listening at the 4th

grade of RSBI Kauman 1 Malang.

3. To know the techniques of teaching listening comprehension practiced by

the teacher at the 4th grade of RSBI Kauman 1 Malang.
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1.4 Significance of the Study

Practically, the researcher hopes that the result of the study can be useful for

English department students as a reference in doing further research. Meanwhile,

English for young learner teachers may learn the technique of using songs as the

technique in teaching listening and know the suitable songs. Thus, they are willing to

be more creative after seeing the result of the study. Theoretically, this study may

enlarge the knowledge of teaching listening by using songs.

1.5 Scope and Limitation

The scope of the study is the songs implemented in teaching listening at

Elementary school. The researcher limited the research to the teacher who was

teaching at the 4th grade of RSBI Kauman 1 Malang whereas the teacher’s objectives,

song material, and techniques in teaching listening are the limitation of the study.

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving

instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with

knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown, 2000:7).

Listening Comprehension is the psychomotor process of receiving sound waves

through the ear and transmitting nerve impulses to the brain (Brown,

2000:249).

RSBI (International Based School Standard) is the school where the researcher

conducts a research.


