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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

This chapter presents the background of the study, statement of the problems, purpose of 

the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. Each 

section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

As a mean of communication, language plays important roles in human’s life. People use 

language to communicate with others and to share ideas, thought feeling and information. 

English as an international language becomes widely used throughout the world. The users of 

English both native speakers and non-native speakers becomes ever more numerous and 

unrelated to the nationality of the speakers or the writers. English becomes a window on the 

world of science and technology. Moreover because of the increasing telecommunication 

recently, English becomes dominant in the international media, such as radio, TV, magazine, 

newspaper and internet. In Indonesia, the status of English is a foreign language. English is learnt 

as a subject in school. English is introduced from elementary school up to university as well. At 

the time, in which students already have the knowledge of Indonesian rules. So, when Indonesian 

students construct English sentences, they are often interfered by the Indonesian grammatical 

rules. 

Grammar is the study of words and their function. It is no doubt that grammar is a very 

important part of language. Students of foreign language have to master 
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grammar in order to know how to use the target language correctly and acceptably because it is 

very difficult for the students to produce sentences or utterances in speaking or writing without 

knowing the grammar of the language itself.  

Mastering grammar and using correct grammar is not easy because English and 

Indonesian grammar have different systems. Therefore, not all students who learn English are 

able to use grammar correctly. In fact, in learning any language including English, the students 

cannot avoid making mistakes and often make errors.  

Suhartatik (2004) who studied” The students’ Errors in Constructing Adjective Clause” 

found out the fourth semester of English Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang 

still made many errors in Adjective clause (75,68%). The errors were addition, misformation, 

and misordering. On the other hand, Chairunnida (2004) who studied about “Error Analysis on 

the English Complex Sentences by the Sixth Semester Students of English Departement at 

UMM” still have problems, and highest of occurrence is to omission (52%), followed by addition 

(32%), followed by misformation (14%) and misordering (2%). 

When the researcher did teaching program (PPL) at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu, he 

found many simple mistakes in auxiliary made by students, for example in using tense auxiliary, 

students wrote, “She beautiful” or” he sick yesterday”. Since the researcher anxiously wants to 

analyze the students’ errors in using auxiliary especially in “tense auxiliary”. 

Auxiliary is one aspect of grammar. It is a part of speech in English. It is a basic 

knowledge of English. So, it should be mastered by students. Thus, it is introduced to students 

since beginning level. Students’ ability in auxiliary especially in using tense auxiliary is a basic 

ability that supports students’ skill in English. 
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Tense auxiliary is one type of auxiliaries. Tense auxiliary is the difficult grammatical 

component in learning English as English for Second Language (ESL)/ English Foreign 

Language (EFL) because the students found some difficulties in determining it in sentence. The 

students forgot add “be” when they use tense auxiliary. Therefore, this research focuses on the 

use of tense auxiliary because it is the basic skill to write in English and how the students use the 

“tense auxiliary” in daily life practically and correctly. 

The eighth graders of SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu have already got the four basic 

English: speaking, writing, listening, reading and basic components of English such as grammar 

and vocabulary for a year when they were in the first year of junior high school. So, the 

researcher chooses them for his research in error analysis in using tense auxiliary. To get the data 

about students’ errors, the researcher uses a certain test. The test is used to analyze the students’ 

errors in using tense auxiliary. By the test, students make the print note that is easy to analyze 

and it shows whether they are good or not in using tense auxiliary. 

Based on the explanation, the researcher considers that administrating test is important to 

analyze the students’ errors in using tense auxiliary. The test is focused on the learners who are 

learning English at the moment of the study in order to know their problem earlier. The 

researcher chooses SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu students; not the senior high school or higher 

than them as the population of the study because he considers they are fit enough related to the 

level of this research. 

Based on the background above, the research is interested in studying students’ errors in 

using tense auxiliary. By understanding and knowing the students’ errors, it is expected that the 

teacher can improve the teaching skill, and overcome the errors. 
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

         Considering the background of the study above, the problems are formulated as follows:  

1. What are the errors made by the eighth graders in using tense auxiliary at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 8 Batu? 

2. How is the frequency of the errors made by the eighth graders in using tense auxiliary at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 8 Batu? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

Based on the statements of the problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To know the errors made by the eighth graders in using tense auxiliary at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. 

2. To know the frequency of the errors made by the eighth graders in using tense auxiliary at 

SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu. 

 

1.4 Significanece of the Study 

     The results of this study are expected to be useful for the following groups: 

1. For English Teacher: The outcomes will contribute to the teaching of grammar, especially 

tense auxiliary, practically it serves as feedback for determining the sequence of presentation 

of the target items in the classroom, choosing material, and determining the appropriate the 

teaching techniques. 
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2. For the students: The findings give knowledge about tense auxiliary and help them in 

recognizing their own weakness and motivate them in improving their competence in using 

the target language especially in using tense auxiliary. 

3. For the following researcher, the findings encourage them to dig out the other aspect of tense 

auxiliary. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Because of the limited time, this study is focused on the students’ error in using tense 

auxiliary (Be, have/has, will-shall) based on surface structure taxonomy. They are chosen as the 

object of this study because those auxiliary can be used in present, past and future form. The 

limitation of this study is the eighth graders at SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu because they have 

already got and learn about it. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key terms 

To avoid misunderstanding, the definition of the key terms is presented as follows: 

 Error is noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker, reflecting the 

interlanguage competence of the learner (Brown, 1994) 

 Mistake is refer to a performance is refer to a performance error that is either  a random guess 

or a “slip” in that it is refer to utilize a known a system correctly (Brown,1994) 

 Frequency of the error is the errors that exist repeatedly done by students. 

 Tense Auxiliary is an auxiliary verb (helping verb) that relates to the time a verb action is 

performed (Veit: 1986) 

 SMP Muhammadiyah 8 Batu is the name of private school, which is located in Batu, East 

Java. 


