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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 Chapter I of this research proposal presents such topics such as: The 

background of study, The statement of problem, The purpose of study, The 

significant of study, The scope and limitation, and The definition of key terms. 

Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Nowadays, television is very popular in our society because from 

television we can open up and increase important knowledge, like education, art, 

news, history and economy. In fact, people cannot be separated from television 

program in their life. As we know, television gives us much information about 

education, place to hang out, news and entertainment that we need.  

As the society members, people need a language to establish any social 

relationship with others. Language is a basic need to communicate with others in 

order to build good relationship. According to Wardaugh (in Fardini, 2001), 

language is a system of arbitrary verbal symbols which are used by members of 

speech community as a means of communication to interact and express their 

ideas, feelings, and thoughts. Language is a system of sounds used by human 

beings to communicate with their environment. Moreover, the study of the ways 

people use a language in social interaction is called sociolinguistics (Chaika, 

1984:4).  
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One aspect of sociolinguistics is code choice. Code choice is divided into 

two, code-switching and code mixing. In a bilingual country, like Indonesia, code-

switching and code mixing are often used. This research would analyze about 

code-switching. Fardini (2000) said that code switching is a phenomenon in 

language usage of a bilingual speaker who speaks a language and then switches to 

the other one. Code switching is defined as the use of two or more languages in 

the same utterance or conversation. According to Nababan (in Arthur, 1979), code 

switching is the usage of two more language in one utterance as an unclear 

language design. 

According to the previous study conducted by Metriani (2000) about code 

switching used in novel found that there are two kinds of code switching based on 

the distinction and when applied to style shifting, there were situational code 

switching and metaphorical code switching, and based on the nature of the 

juncture where language takes place in novel. 

In 2006, Muhtar studied the code switching in the SMS messages. In his 

thesis Muhtar found that the reference of bilingualism could also explain the 

phenomenon of code switching and the reason why people switched their 

Indonesian language into English. The main reason was because they wanted to 

save the space so that it could contain a longer message. 

Hariyanto (2005) who investigated about code switching used in radio 

station found that there are various components of sociolinguistic phenomenon 

development applied in this study concerning with pluralingualism and 

multicultural society. 
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In entertainment, most of the presenters use code-switching to keep their 

prestige and attention of the audience, such as in entertainment news. 

Entertainment news is one of television programs that is so popular today. “Black 

in News” is the title of Trans 7 news program that is well-known by our public 

especially teenagers. The time duration of this program is around 30 minutes 

including the time for commercial breaks.  

This research will describe about code-switching, especially Indonesian – 

English which is often used by presenters of “Black in News” entertainment news 

program in their broadcasting. The presenters of this program often make code-

switching during the program. 

Black in News program has different way to guide the program. They have 

three presenters and all of them are female whose names Aline Tumbuan, Soraya, 

and Carol, all of them are fluent in English. As bilingual, they often use code-

switching to express themselves, and then switch to the other language to balance 

the deficiency. As a result, they use code-switching in their broadcasting for 

stylistic device to indicate a change in the quality of conversation and at a certain 

point to make the program more attractive. The way the presenter uses the 

language, like the pronunciation, information and choice of words, will be the 

main reason for the audience to choose the program. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

On the basis of the previous background of this research, the following 

research questions are formulated: 
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1. What language functions of the code switching are used by the presenters 

of “Black in News” entertainment news program on Trans 7? 

2. What conversational functions of the code switching are used by 

presenters of “Black in News” entertainment news program on Trans 7?  

3. What are the responses of the audience of this “Black in News” 

entertainment news program on Trans 7? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

1. To describe the language functions of the code switching used by 

presenters of “Black in News” entertainment news program on Trans 7. 

2. To explain the conversational functions of the code switching used by 

presenters of “Black in News” entertainment news program on Trans 7. 

3. To know the audiences’ opinion on the code switching used in this 

program. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to increase the student and society 

knowledge about code-switching. For the students of English Department, the 

result of this study is to make them know about code switching. For example, they 

know the way how bilingualisms use code switching. In addition, the result of this 

study is expected to give contribution to the teachers who teach language to be 

more expert in scientific analysis especially on sociolinguistic subject. Another 
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significant of this study is expected to be able to be direct contribution to the 

existing knowledge in the field of linguistics in Indonesia. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Scope  : The language functions and conversational functions of the code-

switching which is used by the presenters of “Black in News” 

entertainment news program on Trans 7 and the study attempts to 

describe and analyze code-switching used by presenters. 

Limitation : The responses of the audience about the code switching used in 

this program. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The writer will give the definitions to avoid mistakes and 

misunderstanding of essential terms used in this study. 

1. Code-switching is the alternating use of two languages, or more at the form of 

word, word phrase, sentence breaks or incomplete sentence, and sentences 

level. (Valdes, 1981) 

2. Code Mixing is the use of two languages together by conversing the extent 

that can changes from one language to another in case of singles utterances 

(Wardaugh, 1986:103). 

3. Sociolinguistics is an attempt to find correlations between social structure and 

linguistic structure and to observe any changes that occur. (Gumperz, 1971)  



 6 

4. Bilingualism is the condition in which two living languages exist side by side 

in a country, each spoken by one national group representing a fairly large 

proportion of the people. ( Aucamp and Overbake in Beaten, 1982: 6) 

5. Presenter is a person who is known for introducing or hosting television 

programs.  

6. Black in News is one of entertainment news program which shows kinds of 

information about activity that are done by teenagers through Trans 7. 

7. Trans 7 is the name of television station which programs “Black in News” as 

an entertainment news program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


