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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 

 This chapter presents the sections, namely, background of study, statement 

of problem, purpose of study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Literature as the part of art is interesting to study. People that study 

literature will have an enjoyment and it will be more interesting if they study 

deeply. According to Kennedy (1983: V), “Literature is kind of art, usually 

written, that offers pleasure and illumination.” Reading literary work invites the 

readers’ emotional and intellectual involvement and also the readers’ response to 

the story. It means that by reading literary works, the reader will get involved in 

the characteristics experienced by the character. Reading literary works also gives 

the readers new experience. They use their thought to understand the condition, 

situation, and the characteristics of the characters.  

Literary work has some branches such as short story, drama, essay, poetry, 

and novel. Novel as one of literary works has a purpose of entertainment, 

enjoyment and motivation. According to Kennedy, “Novel is a book-length story 

in prose whose author tries to create the sense that, while we read, we experience 

actual life” (1983: 180). Some novels usually written based on true story in real 

life. That is why in reading a novel, the readers will not only get enjoyment but 
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they will also get new experience about anything that can happen in life. In 

addition, they can get better way of thinking. 

Novel has some elements, for example, plot, conflict, setting, theme, point 

of view, character, characterization and characteristic. Character is the persons, in 

a dramatic or narrative work, endowed with the moral and dispositional qualities 

that are expressed in what they say and what they do (Abrams in Koesnosoebroto, 

1988: 65). Character is distinguished into two types, main or major character and 

supporting or minor character. Koesnosoebroto defines main character is the most 

important character in story and supporting character is character of less important 

than those of the main (1988: 67). Characteristic supports other elements of novel 

such as conflict. Conflict happens because characters in novel have many kinds of 

characteristics. Jones in Arini has stated that characteristic is depicting of clear 

image of a person (2004: 3). The differences of characteristics in novel make the 

reader learn more about people’s personality. So, they know how to interact with 

others in society. 

In this study, the writer chose Peter Chambers’ novel “The Beautiful 

Golden Frame” as the subject of research, and focused on the main characters’ 

characteristics. Peter Chambers is one of England authors who write a lot of great 

crime fiction novels who was born in 1924. Peter Chamber wrote more than 30 

books. The Beautiful Golden Frame is one of his famous novels. The writer chose 

to analyze main characters’ characteristics because main characters’ 

characteristics always appear from beginning till the end of the story. So in this 

story, main characters’ characteristics exist with more variations. Because of it, 
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main characters’ characteristic become important part of the story and support 

other elements to make the story more interesting. Furthermore, the story told 

about a famous and successful detective ways and efforts to solve a crime case. 

The novel analyzed is based on the consideration that characteristics are a 

particular attitude that differentiates one individual from another. 

The writer considers that this study is a kind of realization in appreciating 

of literary work especially novel. By appreciating literature she will get new 

insight and new experience in solving problem indirectly from the author’s 

solution. The writer hopes that it will train her and the readers to become critical 

persons. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background above, the problem to be analyzed are follows:  

1. What are the characteristics of main characters found in Peter Chambers’ 

novel “The Beautiful Golden Frame”? 

2. What are the effects of main characters’ characteristics to their life on 

Peter Chambers’ novel “The Beautiful Golden Frame”? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

The main purpose of this study is to know the characteristics of main 

characters in novel in order to learn personality of human being. Furthermore, the 

specific purpose is to answer the research problems, namely; 
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1. To know the characteristics of the main characters found in Peter 

Chambers’ novel “The Beautiful Golden Frame” 

2. To know the effects of main characters’ characteristics to their life on 

Peter Chambers’ novel “The Beautiful Golden Frame” 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to give more information to those who 

study literary work especially characteristics of main characters. Since the aspects 

of human life are reflected in the novel, we can learn by reading the objective 

aspect, which are pictured in characteristics of characters, actions and words. 

Furthermore, the writer hopes that the description of characteristics on the 

main characters will serve as an additional source for students of UMM in order 

that they have opportunity to make up their own mind to understand about 

literature, especially to understand about the story of novel. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Dealing with the title of the thesis, the writer of the thesis would like to 

analyze literary works, especially a novel. The writer only focuses the discussion 

on the main characters, namely Preston and Bernard L. Rivers. In fact, Preston 

and Bernard L. Rivers have more than ten characteristics in the whole of story in 

“The Beautiful Golden Frame”. It is impossible for the writer of the thesis to 

analyze all of them. Therefore, the problems discussed here are considerably 

limited to avoid aimless discussion. The writer limits her study on the ten 
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characteristics of Preston and Bernard L. Rivers as main characters that affect 

their life. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To make the study clear to the readers and to avoid misunderstanding, the 

writer would like to present several definitions of key terms: 

1. Analysis is a description about element that has purpose to comprehend the 

relationship between one element and others in supporting the meaning of 

the literary work. (Sudjiman in Prinawati, 2005: 4) 

2. Characteristic is depicting of clear image of a person (Jones in Arini, 

2004: 3) 

3. Main character is the most important character in story of novel 

(Koesnosoebroto, 1988: 67).  

4. Novel is a book-length story in prose, whose author tries to create the 

sense that, while we read, we experience actual life. (Kennedy, 1983: 180).  

5. Peter Chambers is the author of “The Beautiful Golden Frame” novel 

written in 1982. He dedicated his life to write novel or short story about 

crime. 

6. The Beautiful Golden Frame is the title of Peter Chambers’ novel that is 

analyzed in this study. 


