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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This part discusses background of the study, statement of the problem, 

purposes of the study, significances of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms.  

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Until now, English language is as an international language because it is used 

in many countries as their second language or foreign language including in 

Indonesia. Indeed, this language is still a foreign language in our country. But no 

wonder if one day Indonesian citizen use bilingual language in their daily 

communication that is Indonesian and English. However, the use of English is 

very common in many companies, television programs, radio, newspaper, 

organizations and even institutions. 

English language has also been taught to students who start to study in 

elementary school since a few years ago. Moreover, English language is one of 

courses that are examined in final test for junior and senior levels of schools. It 

means that English is the standard range to pass the school. 

Because English becomes an international language, it means that many 

countries use this language to interact with other people across countries; it brings 

about knowledge from many sources. This means that by learning this language, it 

can be a tool or a media to communicate among countries and also this is one of 

ways to develop our science, technology, skill, knowledge and social culture. 
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Learning English language is absolutely not overnight, it needs process to study 

and understand the language before we start to develop our knowledge by using 

this language. 

 Like other languages, English language also has its aspects of skills and its 

components. The aspects are listening; speaking, reading, and writing and the 

components are phonology, grammar, and vocabulary. 

As the basic of study, vocabulary has very important role in mastering 

language. As Mehta said “Vocabulary is the first and foremost important step in 

language acquisition.” (Mehta-Vocabulary Teaching Effective Methodologies, 

2009). As we know that when we want to say something, we need an appropriate 

words to express our idea in sentences. It is the same as when we start to say a 

word in our childhoods because we know that vocabulary is our basic component 

in communication with other people. The more we know the vocabulary of 

English language, the more our knowledge of English will be. 

Besides vocabulary, teacher as a provider in teaching vocabulary has also 

important role in this situation. As “In most cases, the adults who have the 

greatest influence on children-beyond their parents and guardians- are their 

teachers. As one student teacher put it: ‘as a child, I used to think a teacher was 

next to God’” Parkay (1992; 5). How a teacher teaches and what techniques that 

he uses will determine whether the students like and enthusiastic or not in learning 

the language, especially the vocabulary subject because the professionalism of 

teacher will influence the students’ views in mastering vocabularies. 

Some students may say that they love the English subject but unfortunately 

they dislike the method that is used by the teacher. Moreover, majority of junior 
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high school students are lack of vocabulary because of difficulty in memorizing 

and applying the vocabulary on the students’ daily life. This makes them difficult 

to understand the lesson because the system, culture, and atmosphere here are 

different from western country. Arsy (2009) wrote in her finding that every 

student showed different responses in every meeting. Although most of them were 

interested in the teacher’s techniques, sometimes they were still difficult to 

understand the lesson. They could understand the lesson easily when the teacher 

illustrated the situation and gave the materials that were familiar with them. So, 

how the teacher performs and handles the teaching learning process will appear at 

how the students’ responses in vocabulary subject. 

  Students of junior high school level have to memorize about 1000 

vocabularies to balance their theory and practice. Absolutely both teacher and 

students need hard work to reach this target and the students need effort from their 

teacher by giving the appropriate techniques, good example, etc. 

 Since MTs Surya Buana applies bilingual classes, this makes the writer 

anxious about the techniques applied here because of some reasons: First, this 

school often gets appreciation from other schools for its competences and many 

parents want to enroll their children there. Second, this school also applies 

‘Sekolah Alam’. It means that the students can directly interact with the nature 

around them. The students recognize and understand what their study is like and 

this situation can absolutely make them easy to apply their vocabularies. The third 

is related to the curiosity of the writer himself because he lives closed by the 

school. So, the writer can see the Improvement of the skill of both the teachers 

and the students at that school not only from outside the school but also from 
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inside the school. Moreover, by entitling the techniques in teaching vocabularies, 

the writer will more understand how to teach vocabulary better. Then, he can 

apply the techniques at a school where he will become a teacher there. This fact is 

absolutely enough for the writer to search the information in this school to know 

more detail how is actually the techniques used by the teacher in teaching 

vocabulary and how the students’ perceptions about the techniques used here. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

After seeing the background of the study above, the writer conclude that 

how important to focus on the following problems. The problems are: 

1. What are the techniques used by the teachers in teaching vocabularies 

at MTs Surya Buana Malang? 

2. What are the students’ perceptions about the techniques used by their 

teacher? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

In line of the research above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To know what techniques are used by the teacher in teaching 

vocabularies at MTs Surya Buana Malang? 

2. To know the students’ perceptions about the techniques used by their 

teacher. 
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1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study can be useful for the English teachers and the 

principal of MTs Surya Buana Malang, and for the next researchers. For the 

teachers of English, the result of the study can give some important 

information in the form of description in implementation of teaching English 

at MTs Surya Buana. For the school principal, the result of the study can be 

used as the objective indicators in implementation of teaching English. 

Moreover, the principal may decide to improve the quality of the instructional 

activities at that school. For future researchers, the findings of the study are 

expected to be useful for them who are interested in conducting similar 

studies.   

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the teaching techniques used by the teacher of MTs 

Surya Buana in teaching vocabulary and how the students’ perceptions are by 

using the techniques. Because of limited sources, time, the number of teachers 

and the techniques that are used, the researcher limits his study on the teacher 

of second class and the second class students of MTs Surya Buana Malang.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, Providing with 

knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown, 1994; 7). Thus it is 

defined that teaching is conferring knowledge from someone who masters or 
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experiences something that he or she knows to someone who needs the 

information of the knowledge. The knowledge that the writer means in this 

research is in teaching vocabulary. 

Technique: any of a wide variety of exercises, activities, or devices used 

in the language classroom for realizing lesson objectives (Brown, 1994; 51). 

What are meant by techniques moment - by moment presentation done by 

teacher to make the teaching vocabulary activities in a classroom enjoyable, 

understandable, and appropriate with the students’ need. 

Perception is a cognitive process, a way of knowing about the world 

(Davidoff, 1987; 127). This means that perception is the process of how to 

make sense of world and what happens in it. 

Positive Perception is a perception that describes all of knowledge 

(known or unknown) and responds to the users positively; Ferrys (in Irwanto, 

2007). 

Negative Perception is a perception that describes knowledge and 

statement that is not suitable with the object of perception; Ferrys (in Irwanto, 

2007). 

 


