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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter explains about background of the study, statement of the 

problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Language is something needed by people to interact with others in expressing 

their ideas and also conveying their messages. Nevertheless, every country all over 

the world has their own languages which differ from each other. Consequently, 

people are prosecuted to master English as an International language in order people 

can communicate with different countries. It is because English is very helpful to get 

more information and knowledge from English Speaking Country as a modern county 

and center of science and technology that can help them to be more open-minded. 

Nevertheless, the situation is reversed now. People from United State as one of 

English Speaking Countries come to State not to use English. This case happened in 

Indonesia that was visited by U.S. Peace Corps. 

 U.S. Peace Corps is an American volunteer program run by the United States 

Government. The volunteers will be sent to countries which need more attention 

about education, business, information technology, and agriculture. The type of work 

a Volunteer does is ultimately determined by the needs of a host country and the 

potential of a Volunteer to contribute to those needs and to the Peace Corps' mission. 

There are a wide variety of Volunteer positions to fill throughout the world; however, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volunteer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Government
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nearly all Volunteers fall under one of the following general categories. 

(http://www.peacecorps.gov) 

 U.S. Peace Corps sends 19 volunteers around 25 until 60 years old to 

Indonesia. Their mission is to enhance learning English in secondary schools 

especially in remote areas of East Java. However, before becoming a native English 

teacher, the volunteers must learn more about Indonesia in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang, they are culture, habits, and of course Bahasa Indonesia. 

The volunteers are devided into four groups and they will stay in four different 

villages in Batu, those are Tlekung, Pandanrejo, Giripurno, and Junrejo. 

Muhammadiyah University of Malang provides lectures and staffs having a ToT 

(Training of Trainer) to help them learning Bahasa Indonesia and cultures. 

 Not all Indonesian can speak English and understand what the Americans say. 

Consequently, trainers‟ role in training and giving some knowledge about Indonesia 

is very significant. They have to eliminate the anxiety of the Americans and make 

some techniques and strategies while they are in the classroom to avoid the failure in 

learning Bahasa Indonesia.  

 Moreover, trainers also have to guide Americans to be a real Indonesian by 

knowing culture and mastering Bahasa Indonesia such as vocabulary, pronunciation 

and sentence structure to communicate with local people. Based on this fact, trainers 

have to make the classroom situation as comfortable as possible and omit the boring 

feeling of the volunteers because the teacher‟s technique to interact with students is 

one of crucial thing. Consequently, it will make the learning of Bahasa Indonesia will 

be more interesting. 
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   For three months, Americans will stay in their home stay in Batu and 

practices Bahasa Indonesia before being an English teacher. Nevertheless, Bahasa 

Indonesia is something new for them. They never practice or even learn Bahasa 

Indonesia while they are in U.S. It makes Americans find difficulties while learning 

component of Bahasa Indonesia given by trainers because both English and Bahasa 

Indonesia are totally different. They only know several words of Bahasa Indonesia to 

communicate with native people such as “makan”, “minum”, “mandi‟ and „tidur”.  

 Robert A. Shaw (1999) in his journal about The Case for Course Substitutions 

as a Reasonable Accommodations for Students with Foreign Language Learning 

Difficulties stated that: 

There is no question that some students in college and high school have an 

extraordinarily difficult time learning a second language. The literature on 

second language learning is full of references to such students, with a lively 

debate as to whether the source of their problems in primarily affective, 

cognitive, instructional, or some combination of the three. 

 

 Americans are often confused and also get difficulty in understanding and 

practicing words, phrases, or sentence they read while joining training because this is 

the first time they have to learn component of Bahasa Indonesia they have never got 

before. They have to struggle to master it because not all their host family members 

can speak English and understand what they say. 

 Leonore Ganschow, Richard L. Sparks, and James Javorsky in Foreign 

Language Learning Difficulties: an Historical Perspective, explained that: 

In the 1960s Paul Pimsleur and his colleagues (Pimsleur, 1968; Pimsleur, 

Sundland, and McIntyre, 1964) studied foreign language “underachievers,” or 

students who performed less well in foreign language courses than in their 
other courses. They proposed that a factor called “auditory ability” (the ability 

to deal with sounds and sound – symbol learning) was often responsible for 
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differences in foreign language learning that could not be explained by low 

motivation or intelegence. 

 

 The way how to speak and different dialect between Indonesian and 

Americans often becomes a barrier for U.S Peace Corps volunteers in understanding 

what Indonesian says. Sometimes Americans hear that the words said by Indonesian 

are the same but in fact it is totally different, such as “mbak” and “mbah” or “bilang” 

and “bila”. 

 The previous research was conducted by Tyas (2010) who investigated the 

problems of learning bahasa Indonesia faced by American Peace Corps. She found 

that the main problems of learning bahasa Indonesia were pronunciation, limited 

vocabulary. The cause of these problems was the characteristic of every language 

which has its own special letter sounds. Another problem might come from the 

learners‟ limited vocabulary since they have never learned the language before. 

However, these problems can be solved by practicing more and building good 

relationship with the local community. 

            Based on the fact above, the writer intends to do research on the difficulties 

faced by Americans in learning components of Bahasa Indonesia at American Peace 

Corps Junrejo Cluster in Batu Malang.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer formulates the statement 

of the problems as follows: 
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1. What are the difficulties faced by volunteers in studying components of 

Bahasa Indonesia? 

2. How do they solve their difficulties in studying language component? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problem above, the writer aims: 

1. To know the difficulties faced by Americans in learning component of 

Bahasa Indonesia. 

2. To know the problem solving the Americans do while they are facing 

difficulty in learning component of Bahasa Indonesia. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This research hopefully becomes a new knowledge to the reader who wants to 

know more about variety of language learning difficulties between countries in the 

world. It can help the teachers to improve their ways and strategies in teaching 

Bahasa Indonesia to foreigner especially in teaching language components aspect. 

Furthermore, it can be the guidelines for the teachers to make good preparation before 

teaching Bahasa Indonesia to foreigner. 

In addition, this research will be useful for University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang to create the good teachers in teaching Bahasa Indonesia to the foreigner who 

wants to stay longer and to know more about Indonesian culture. The teachers should 

know a good technique of teaching language components in order to reach the 

maximum learning objective. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study would involve the language components aspect that 

cover: vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar in learning Bahasa Indonesia. And the 

limitation of this study is the American Peace Corps Junrejo cluster volunteers. 

This study was also limited only on the result of observation, interview and 

volunteers‟ answers that taken from the questionnaire sheets. However, the researcher 

was getting difficult to observe the volunteers‟ learning process outside the classroom 

due to many activities they had. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to minimize ambiguities and misunderstanding on the concepts of 

this study, the key terms are defined as follow:  

Difficulty is the state of being difficult, or hard to do; hardness; arduousness, opposed 

to easiness or facility; as, the difficulty of a task or enterprise; a work of 

difficulty. (http://www.brainyquote.com, 2010) 

Learning is a relatively permanent change in a behavioral tendency and is the result 

of reinforced practice (Brown,2000:7) 

Language is Language is a system of arbitrary conventionalized vocal, written, or 

gestural symbols that enable members of a given community to 

communicate intelligibly with one another Brown (2000:5) 

Bahasa Indonesia is the official language of Indonesia. Indonesian is a standardized 

dialect of Malay. It is a normative form of the Riau Sumatera Malay 

language, an Austronesian (or Malayo-Polynesian) language which has been 

http://www.brainyquote.com/
file://wiki/Indonesia
file://wiki/Standardized_dialect
file://wiki/Standardized_dialect
file://wiki/Malay_language
file://w/index.php
file://w/index.php
file://wiki/Austronesian_languages
file://wiki/Malayo-Polynesian
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used as a lingua franca in the Indonesian archipelago for centuries. 

(http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indonesian Language). 

Volunteering is the practice of people working on behalf of others or a particular 

cause without payment for their time and services. Volunteering is generally 

considered an altruistic activity, intended to promote good or improve 

human quality of life, but people also volunteer for their own skill 

development, to meet others, to make contacts for possible employment, to 

have fun, and a variety of other reasons that could be considered self-

serving. (http://www.wikipedia.org/wiki/volunteering) 

Language components are parts of language consisting of pronunciation, structure, 

and vocabulary. (Indah, 2007:1) 

Learning Language Difficulty is the difficulties we are faced with in trying to learn a 

language when we are not in the country that speaks it is simply lack of 

exposure. (Merry, http://ezinearticles.com/?Difficulties-of-Learning-

Another-Language&id=2045315, 2011) 

Peace Corps is a United States non profit oriented program who accommodates 

people to do several social activities such as education, business, 

information technology, agriculture and the environment. 

(http://www.peacecorps.prov/index, 2010). 
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