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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the study, the statement of the 

problem, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and the definitions of the key terms. Each section is presented as 

follows. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

As an international language which is used for communicate by people 

around the world, English has an important role in many fields. One of those is 

education. English is one of the main subjects which is taught in the school. There 

are four skills that must be mastered by students through the process of learning. 

They are speaking, reading, listening and writing. 

Between those four skills, writing is considered as difficult skill in its 

acquisition. As stated by Byrne, writing is translating thought into language that 

requires some components like grammar, vocabulary, mechanic and rhetoric. The 

combination of these components makes the skill of writing a complex one 

(1984). Students find it difficult to express and combine their opinion in written in 

a good arrangement and good structure, particularly in term of organization and 

language use (grammar). Commonly, in term of organization, the students could 

not organize their idea well. The language use (grammar) is considered a primary 

problem in students‟ writing. As we know that without a good grammar, meanings 

and ideas may not deliver properly and misunderstanding might exist.  Also, one 

of the problems that often appear is the choice of words. There are many students 
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who do not know how to use the correct words to make a good sentence, or in 

other words they still have a lack of vocabulary. 

It is inevitable for students who learn foreign language to make errors in 

their learning process. Dulay (1982: 138) defined that “Errors are the flawed side 

of learner speech or writing”. All students surely ever make some errors as a part 

of their learning process. Errors may appear when students do not acquire the 

foreign language rules. As there might be some rules which have not been 

acquired yet, the errors may be made by the students. Otherwise, committing of 

errors is evidence that the students are acquiring and learning the language. 

Furthermore, understanding students‟ errors are useful for students themselves 

because they can understand the problem they find such as in some components of 

English like vocabulary, spelling, pronunciation and grammar.  

One of the English components which is recognized difficult to learn by 

students is grammar. Nevertheless, grammar mastery needs to be mastered by 

students in terms of delivering English language correctly. According to Veit 

(1986: 1), “Your grammar is what enables you to understand the very words you 

are now reading as well as to speak and write words and sentences of your own”. 

While Hall (1993) has stated that studying a grammar helped one to learn about a 

language. Moreover, understanding grammar will help students in constructing 

their writing paragraph well and correctly because English and Indonesian 

language have different rules. If students are able to write properly, they can 

express and deliver meanings and ideas more comprehensively. 

There are many reasons why students often make grammatical errors in 

their writing. It is supported by Maulidiyah (2008) who studied about grammatical 
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errors in students‟ writing task. She found that the existence of differences 

between grammar rules in English and those in Bahasa Indonesia. For example, 

English has concept of tense for verb and subject agreement, while grammar in 

Indonesia does not have any. Then, in English the formation of regular plural 

nouns and irregular ones is different but not in Bahasa Indonesia. Besides, Bahasa 

Indonesia does not have gender pronouns and its pronouns are not as various as 

English in which pronouns depend on their position in the sentence. 

According to Dulay et al (1982: 138) studying students‟ errors serves two 

major purposes: (1) providing data from which inferences about the nature of the 

language learning process can be made; and (2) indicating, to teachers and 

curriculum developers, which part of the target language students have most 

difficulty producing correctly and which error types detract most from a learners‟ 

ability to communicate effectively. For students, realizing their own errors is 

significant to their language learning activity. They can learn to make 

improvement from their errors. 

Based on the reasons explained above, the writer would like to conduct a 

research on grammatical errors in writing descriptive paragraph made by the 

second year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang in academic year 

2010/2011. 
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1.2 Statements of the Problem 

1. What types of grammatical errors are found in writing descriptive 

paragraph of second year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 Dau 

Malang? 

2. What is the frequency of occurrence of each type of grammatical errors in 

writing descriptive paragraph of second year students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problems above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To classify the types of grammatical errors which are found in writing 

descriptive paragraph of second year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 06 

Dau Malang. 

2. To know the frequency of occurrence of each type of grammatical errors in 

writing descriptive paragraph of second year students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 06 Dau Malang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the study 

It is hoped that the result of this study will be useful for the teachers and 

the students. For the English teachers, it will give them information and 

understanding about the students‟ errors on the use of grammar in composing 

writing paragraph. Besides, by knowing the types of errors the teachers can 

evaluate their material, develop appropriate teaching techniques and give more 

attention to the students in making good and correct in their writing paragraph on 
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the use of grammatical errors, so that the students‟ weakness in errors can be 

minimized. 

For the students, the result of the study will help them to know and realize 

their errors in using grammar in their writing. By realizing their errors, they will 

be more aware on the use of grammar in composing their paragraph. Furthermore, 

it will help students to improve their ability in understanding grammar patterns 

and writing descriptive paragraph more effectively. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused on the grammatical errors in writing 

descriptive paragraph and the limitation of this study is second year students of 

SMP Muhammdiyah 06 Dau Malang in academic year 2010/2011. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misinterpretation of the key terms used in this study, it is 

essential to give definitions as follow: 

1. Grammar: a person‟s subconscious language knowledge. Whenever we speak 

or write English or we understand someone else speech or writing, we use our 

English grammar (Veit, 1986). Grammar in this study is grammar consist of 

principle or rules which is taught to the students in junior high school. 

2. Error: a noticeable deviation from the adult grammar of a native speaker 

reflects the competence of the learner. Errors are systematic, consistent 

deviance characteristics of the learner linguistic system at a given stage of 

learning (Brown, 2000: 217).  
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3. Descriptive writing: kind of writing to convey our dominant impression at a 

person, a place or even to a reader in order that they are able to use their sense 

about something (Martin, 1980). Descriptive writing is a strategy for 

presenting a verbal portrait of a person, place or thing. It can be used as a 

technique to enrich other form of writing or as a dominant strategy for 

developing a picture “how it looks like”. (McCrimmon, 1984: 163) 

4. Writing: a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform thought into 

words, to sharp main ideas, and to give structure and coherent organization 

into writing. (Brown: 2001) 

5. Paragraph: a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of related 

sentences develops one main idea. (Oshima & Hogue, 1999: 16)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


