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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents the introduction of this research. It consists of some 

sub chapters. They are background of the study, research problems, objective of 

the study, scope and limitation, significance of the study, and operational 

definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Since human beings are created in the earth, they need a tool to express 

what they want and feel which is called language. The function of language is 

clear as a means of communication. In conversation, language has important role 

in conveying message from somebody to others. It is true that most people make 

conversation using language during their lives. Clark (1977:7) stated that people 

talk as a way of conveying their ideas to others, answering questions, registering 

promises, and so forth. We realized that language production has very closed 

relationship with communication. 

 According to Clark (1977:3-4), communication with language is carried 

out through two basic human activities, speaking and listening. In speaking, 

people put ideas into words, talking about perceptions, feelings and intentions. 

They want other people to understand. In listening, they turn words into ideas, 

trying to reconstruct the perceptions, feelings, and intentions. They were meant to 

understand. Speaking and listening ought to reveal something fundamental about 

the mind and how it deals with perceptions, feeling, and intentions.  
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 We are requested to use the good and the right language in order we can 

avoid misunderstanding. Every language consists of sounds and sound pattern, 

basic unit of meaning or words, and rules to combine them to form new sentences. 

Those elements constitute the grammar of the language. Therefore, to understand 

a language, people have to know its grammar. But in conversation sometimes 

people use utterances that grammatically have no connection with the previous or 

next sentences. They use it to express their feeling or perform a certain sense, it is 

called interjection. 

 An interjection, sometimes called a filled pause, a part of speech that 

usually has no grammatical connection to the rest of the sentence and simply 

expresses emotion on the part of the speaker, although most interjections have 

clear definitions. Interjections are uninfected function words that express the 

attitude or emotion of the speaker. They are used when the speaker encounters 

events that cause some emotions, such as unexpectedly, painfully, surprisingly or 

in many other sudden ways ( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interjection ) 

 In daily conversation, consiously or unconsiously we always involve 

interjection in it. For example, when someone is finding something, he 

spontaneously says Aha!, or when someone is surprised about something 

happened, he says Wow!, or Oh my God! Interjections are so complex. 

Sometimes people make the variation of interjection according to the sense of 

their emotion. Ouch express more sense than Oh, although it is based on the same 

interjection and expressed the same emotion. On the other hand, an interjection 

can express several kinds of emotion. People use Oh my God to express several 
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kinds of emotion such as astonishment, unexpection or maybe pain. It is 

concerned with the context of the situation of utterance. 

However, there is a journal than can be relevant research on interjection. 

Daniel, Sabine, and Carie (2005) research on interjections in interviews, they 

consisted of four TV and two radio interviews of Hillary Clinton that had 

coincided with the publication of her book Living History (2003) and one TV 

interview of Robin Williams by James Lipton. No evidence was found for 

articulatory isolation of English language interjections. One conventional 

interjection occurred most frequently. The Robin Williams interview had a much 

higher occurrence of interjections, especially nonconventional ones, than the 

Hillary Clinton interviews had. It is suggested that the onset or initializing role of 

interjections reflects the temporal priority of the affective and the intuitive over 

the analytic, grammatical, and cognitive in speech production. Both this temporal 

priority and the spontaneous and emotional use of interjections are consonant with 

wundt’s (1900) characterization of the primary interjection as psychologically 

primitive. The interjection is indeed the purest verbal implementation of 

conceptual orality. 

This study concerns with the discourse analysis of interjections that are 

expressed by the characters in the “School of Rock” film. As everybody knows, in 

a film there are character’s conversation that involve interjection to give more 

sense in the character expression on their feeling. Using interjection will not make 

the dialogue looks clumsy. There are several interjections that can be used as the 

response to an identical situation. The interesting point is that there are many 

interjections based on the same word but it represents several kinds of expression. 
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Interjection commonly is an utterance that semantically has no meaning, it also 

can be a phrase or sentence as well as word. Interjection could execute an 

important role in a discourse with its simple and short expression. 

 In this study, the writer will analyze the discourse of interjections uttered 

by the characters in the “School of Rock” film by using speech act theory and 

pragmatics approach. Knowing the context of utterance is the basic need in 

understanding the function and meaning of interjections those are uttered by the 

speaker. So, the most appropriate theories in analyzing the discourse of 

interjections are speech act theory and pragmatics.  

 The writer is interested in “School of Rock” film because this film is very 

interesting which gives not only entertainment but also knowledge. From this film 

we can see someone’s struggle to teach music in the school. Besides, in this film 

there are several expressions using interjections which have actual meaning.  

  

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the explanation above, the problems of the study are formulated 

as follows: 

1. What are the meanings of interjections that are uttered by the characters in 

the “School of Rock” film? 

2. What are the functions of interjections used in the “School of Rock” film? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

 Based on the statement of the problems above, the purpose of the study 

are: 
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1. To clarify the meaning of interjections that are uttered by the characters in 

the “School of Rock” film 

2. To identify the function of interjections used in the “School of Rock” film 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation 

 This research is conducted in the field of discourse analysis especially on 

interjection. The writer focuses on the interjections that are uttered by the 

characters in the “School of Rock” film. It analyzes the interjections found on the 

script of “School of Rock”film.  

  

1.5 Significances of the Study 

 Theoritically, the writer expects that this study will give contribution to 

anyone who is interested in the discourse study especially about interjection or 

everything that deals with the topic that has been presented in this research. 

 Practically, it will enrich our knowledge in understanding interjections 

especially that are used in the “School of Rock” film, since it is not impossible 

that such interjections occur in our daily conversation.  

  

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 The following definitions are intended to avoid misunderstanding and 

ambiguity towards the terms used in this study. 

Discourse analysis: is a general term for a number of approaches to analyzing 

written, spoken or signed language use. 
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Interjection: is a word or phrase used to express sudden surprise, pleasure, 

annoyance, etc. For example: wow! Or oh my God! Aha! Oh, that’s really 

rock in! 

Film: is a form of entertainment that creates a story by sound and a sequence 

of images giving the illusion of continuous movement. 

 


