
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses some sections related to the background of the study, the 

statement of problem, hypothesis, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

The nature of students’ learning is to get new experience and knowledge for 

themselves in their life now and in the future. According to Brown (2000), learning is 

acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or a skill by study, experience, or instruction.  

In academic field, especially in language class, the students’ achievement and the 

goal of their learning are influenced by their intelligence and personality. The students in 

one class have different personality. Some are extrovert learners and some are introvert 

ones. Extrovert students may be having high achievement more in speaking class, because 

they usually want to know something new or high curiosity. According to Brown (2000), 

Extroversion may be a factor in the development of general oral communicative 

competence.  Extraverts tend to enjoy human interactions and to be enthusiastic, talkative, 

assertive, and gregarious. In contrast, they do not enjoy in listening, reading, and writing 

(Brown, 2000).  

Meanwhile, introverts tend to be more reserved and less outspoken in large groups. 

They enjoy solitary activities such as reading, writing, and drawing (Jung, in Persona, in 

Rosalina, 2009). An introvert likes to enjoy spending time alone and finding less rewarding 

in spent time with large groups of people, so they tend to enjoy interactions with close 



friends. Jung in Feist and Feist (2006:116) introverts are tuned in to their inner world with 

all its biases, fantasies, dreams, and individualized perception. They prefer to concentrate on 

a single activity at a time and like to observe situations before they participate. They are 

more analytical before speaking.  

From the explanation above, personality is important factor influences the learners in 

acquiring their goal. They have different learning strategies based on their personality itself. 

The explanation is also supported by previous research conducted by Fadilla (2009) about 

the different learning strategies that used by extrovert and introvert learners. She did not 

investigate about extrovert and introvert reading achievement. 

Therefore, it brought up the writer to conduct the comparative study between 

extrovert and introvert students’ reading achievement. The writer chooses a comparative 

study because to follow up the previous research and to know if any difference achievement 

between extrovert and introvert students in previous research was not revealed yet.  

1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of the study as explained above, the statement of problems 

is as follows: 

Is there any differences of reading achievement between extrovert and introvert 

learners? 

 

 

 

 

 



1.3 Hypothesis 

The hypotheses are: 

Ha : There are differences of reading achievement between extrovert and introvert 

learners.  

Ho : There is no differences of reading achievement between extrovert and introvert 

learners. 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of problem, the writer would like to know and get answer of 

whether or not there is difference of reading achievement between extrovert and introvert 

learners. 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

Practically, the result of the study is expected to give contribution for the teachers of 

reading, as an information how to treat students with different personality; extrovert and 

introvert. By knowing that different personality will lead to different achievement in 

reading, teacher can apply different teaching style or teaching strategies for different group. 

Theoretically, the result of this study will give information about students learning 

style in reading and the relation between students learning style and their personality. 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

The study investigates the different achievement between extrovert and introvert 

students’ in reading at English Department of UMM. However, it is only limited to the 

students who attend Reading III subject in academic years 2009-2010 at English Department 

of University Muhammadiyah of Malang. 

1.7 Definition of the Key Terms 



There are some key terms that need to be defined in this study to avoid 

misunderstanding; 

1. Extrovert is a personality with outgoing characteristic such as talkative, friendly 

and opened.  

2. Introvert is the opposite of extrovert which has characteristic such as be alone, 

being silent, and closed.  

3. Reading Achievement is   students’ ability in reading that showed by the 

Reading III scores. 

 


