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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents the introduction of the research, which covers: 

background of the study, statement of the problems, purposes of the study, significant 

of the study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Language is the system of communication, both spoken and written, among 

individuals. Someone cannot get away from language because it holds the important 

key to transfer number of messages such as expressing the feeling, giving 

information, asking someone else to do something, asking question, etc. Therefore, in 

getting the meaning of message, listeners or readers must understand with the 

language that speaker or writer uses. 

 English is a foreign language in Indonesia. It is taught to the students since 

elementary school up to university. It has important role to the students because the 

curriculum tries to develop the students’ ability not only in English skills but also the 

English components. English has four skills that should be mastered by the learners; 

they are listening, speaking, writing, and reading. Moreover, the components are 

pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar.  

 One of the significant components in learning English is grammar. It is very 

important in learning English as foreign language because grammar is the foundation 

of language that can help to understand the meaning of message and it is also affects 

students’ performance in all of the skills.  
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 Radford (1988: 2) has stated, “Grammar of a particular language will take the 

familiar form of a set of rules or principles, which tell you how to ‘speak’ and 

‘understand’ the language: more precisely, a grammar will comprise a set of rules or 

principles which specify how to form, pronounce, and interpret phrases and sentences 

in the language concerned”. Someone has to master grammar first before using 

language as media of communication. By mastering language grammar, people can 

write and speak correctly to others.  

 Although the students have learned English for many years, the phenomena 

show that grammar is still being one of the big problems for students. They often get 

difficulty in mastering it and often make error.  

 There are many parts of grammar such as; verb clause, gerund, passive voice, 

noun clause, etc. Meanwhile, indirect speech is belonging to noun clause. Rini’s 

(2003) research about errors in the use of reported speech made by first-year students 

at SMUN 1 Pamekasan, which used some criteria of errors such as; error in the using 

of tense, pronoun, conjunction, adverb of time and place, capital letter, and diacritical 

mark, showed that errors of tenses reach the highest frequency (37.57%), errors of 

pronouns reach the second rank with frequency (14.86%), errors of adverb of time 

and place reach the third rank with frequency (12.40%), errors of diacritical mark 

reach the forth rank with frequency (20.16%), and then followed by errors of capital 

letters (10.75%), and the lowest one is errors of conjunction (4.26%). It showed that 

one of the grammatical categories, which pose problems for Indonesian learners in 

learning English, includes the use of indirect speech.  
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 Although she has conducted the research about reported speech, she did not 

analyze all of the aspects. She only used five tenses; they are simple present, present 

continuous, simple future, simple past and present perfect. She also used simple 

sentences’ test in her research because the object was senior high school. Therefore, 

in this study the researcher wants to continue the previous research by analyzing 

indirect speech focusing on simple present tense, but the writer will break down into 

four aspects, they are positive sentences, negative sentences, interrogative sentences 

and imperative sentences with different population and sample. 

 According to Marianne (1983), ESL/ EFL students often find indirect speech 

to be a problematic area of English grammar. Indirect speech is also called as 

reported speech. It is often used by someone in retelling something what people 

already told in the past. It is possible to have misunderstanding without using the 

right grammar. Therefore, before changing the direct speech into indirect speech, as 

well as possible we have to understand how to change pronominal forms, verb tense, 

demonstrative and adverbials of time and place.  

 The facts stated above motivate the writer to conduct an analysis on errors in 

using indirect speech. In this study, the researcher tries to identify and classify errors 

of indirect speech made by the third semester students of English Department at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Especially in the form of simple present tense, 

and specified into four aspects, they are positive sentences, negative sentences, 

interrogative sentences and imperative sentences, in order to know the frequency of 

their errors and their difficulties.   
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer formulates the 

problems as follows: 

a. What types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect speech, in 

positive sentences? 

b. What types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect speech, in 

negative sentences? 

c. What types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect speech, in 

interrogative sentences? 

d. What types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect speech, in 

imperative sentences? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of the study is to find out the answers of the problems stated 

above. In detail, it aims: 

a. To know the types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect 

speech, in positive sentences. 

b. To know the types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect 

speech, in negative sentences. 

c. To know the types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect 

speech, in interrogative sentences. 

d. To know the types of errors are made by the students in employing indirect 

speech, in imperative sentences. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is expected to be a useful input for the following 

groups: 

a. For English teachers, the outcomes will contribute to the improvement of English 

teaching, notably the teaching of employing indirect speech. Furthermore, it will 

serve a feedback for determining the sequence of presentation of the target items 

in textbook and in the classroom, designing remedial materials, and determining 

appropriate teaching techniques. 

b. For the students, the result will help them to recognize their own weakness in the 

process of learning and it will motivate them to improve their competence in 

using the target language. Therefore, they will be able to review the necessary 

parts, which they think they are still weak.    

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study is focused on the error analysis on indirect speech made by the 

third semester students of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. The writer does not use all of the tenses in indirect speech but focuses in the 

form of simple present tense, and specified into four aspects, they are positive 

sentences, negative sentences, interrogative sentences and imperative sentences. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 To avoid misunderstanding about some basic concepts throughout the study, it 

is necessary to provide definition as follows: 

1. Error is any deviation from a selected norm of language performance, no matter 

what the characteristic or causes of the deviation might be.  
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2. Indirect speech is indirect sentence which retells what people already told in the 

past.  

3. Positive sentence (or statement) states that something definitely. In the direct 

speech, it can be changed into indirect speech by two patterns: when the main 

clause is in the present or future and when the main clause is in the past. 

4. Negative sentence (or statement)  is a sentence that showing or meaning no or 

not. In the direct speech, it can be changed into indirect speech by two patterns. It 

depends on the main clause of the sentence. 

5. Interrogative sentence is a sentence that asks a question. There are normally two 

sorts of questions; they are Wh-questions and yes/no questions.  

6. Imperative sentence is a sentence that gives advice or instructions or that 

expresses a request or command. In the direct speech imperative is that it turns 

into the infinitive with “to” in indirect speech and place “not” before the infinitive 

for a negative imperative. 


