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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents such topics as: background of the study, the statement of 

problem, hypotheses, purpose of the study, significance of the study, the scope of the 

research, and definition of key terms.  

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Probably the majority of students studying English are simply doing it because 

it is part of the curriculum. However, some students may interest of being able to 

speak English when they begin introductory English, but they are often to be the 

minority. Those students can be identified when they are in the first semester of the 

English class. They are often encouraged by their interest of being bilingual. So they 

make an attempt to catch their dreams or their interest. The interest that they have is 

something in general we call motivation.  

According to Feldman (2003:250), “motivation is the factors that direct and 

energize the behavior of humans and other organisms”, whereas  Santrock has stated, 

“motivation is the reason why people behave the way they do and motivation 

behavior is energized, directed, and sustained” (2001:394).  From that all definition, 

motivation can be identified as the factors that make someone behaves to catch their 

goal, hope, or desire directly. 
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In learning process, motivation also becomes the essential condition of 

psychological that should be possessed by the students. Because learning process will 

not be effective if the learners is not motivated to learn. National Advisory Mental 

Health Council in Morris and Maisto write as follow (2003:280): 

When people pursue activities for their intrinsic motivation they are especially 
likely to become and remain fascinated and absorbed by them and feels happy. 
Conversely, when people concentrate on the external rewards of particular task 
(extrinsic motivated), they experiences decreased emotional involvement and 
negative feelings. Studies have also revealed that higher intrinsic motivation is 
linked higher school achievement and psychological adjustment in children, 
adolescents, and college students. 

 
However whether someone intrinsically or extrinsically motivated is not always clear. 

Consider a physician who works long hours. Is his behavior intrinsically or 

extrinsically motivated? No one knows whether he does because he loves medicine or 

in order to make a lot of money.  

The research was conducted by Sunarti (2006), the correlation between 

motivation and students’ English speaking ability of the eleventh grade students of 

SMA Bakti Ponorogo showed that, there was positive and high correlation between 

motivation and students English speaking ability of the eleventh grade students of 

SMA Bakti Ponorogo.  

Based on that research, the writer is interested in finding the correlation 

between students’ motivation and their ability for college students’ level. It also 

becomes the continuation of previous research that has been conducted by an English 

Department student of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Wardah (2005) 

conducted the research about the factors influencing students’ interest in choosing 
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translation subject. The population of her research was 69 students and the instrument 

that she used was the questioner. The result showed there were six factors motivated 

students in choosing translation subject. First, they wanted to have more 

understanding in reading English books. Second, they agreed that English played the 

important role in International communication. Third, they believed that translation 

subject could help them in improving their skill in translation. Fourth, they were 

interested in learning more about translation to improve their mastery of vocabulary. 

Fifth, they chose translation because they did not have ability to be translators or 

interpreters. Sixth, they chose translation subject because they liked to translate 

English text into Indonesia. 

Actually English Department has three elective courses, such as English for 

Young Learners (EYL), Business English, and Translation. Every elective course has 

different focuses. EYL focuses in learning the method and technique of teaching 

English to young learners. Business English focuses in learning English for business 

relation and how to deal with business world, such as correspondent and 

management. Translation focuses in learning English for theories of translation 

including linguistic translation, principles translation, translation procedures and also 

translation equivalence.  

The ability in translating is the minimum requisite that should be possessed by 

the English students, because willy-nilly they will face two different languages during 

they are learning English, such as understanding the content of book, the lecturers’ 

expression, etc. This reason may become one of the motivations for the students in 

choosing translation.  
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Translation itself has been defined by Newmark in Suryawinata and Hariyanto 

(2003), “translation is a craft consisting in the attempt to replace a written message 

and/or statement in one language by the same message and/or statement in another 

language”. That definition show that translation can cover written and spoken forms 

and the most important thing in translation, the message should be equivalent, not the 

form.   

 Translating narrative text is one of the skills that students should posses 

because narrative text is one of the kind paragraphs that often used in many books, 

such as novel, biographic directory, etc. According to D’Angelo (1980:196), 

“narrative is a pattern of thought which consists of the act of following sequence of 

action or events in time and it is also a recounting of the facts or particulars of some 

incident or experience”.  

Based on the explanation above the researcher is interested to know about the 

correlation between the students’ motivation in choosing translation and their ability 

in translating English narrative text.  

 

1.2 The Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of study above, the writer formulates the problem as 

follow: 

Is there any correlation between the students’ motivation in choosing translation 

and their ability in translating English narrative text? 
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1.3 Hypotheses 

Based on the statement of problem above, the writer hypothesizes as follow: 

Ho: There is not any correlation between students’ motivation in choosing 

translation and their ability in translating English narrative text. 

H1: There is any correlation between students’ motivation in choosing 

translation and their ability in translating English narrative text. 

 

1.4 Purpose of  The  Study 

This study is conducted because the researcher wants to know if there is any 

correlation between students’ motivation in choosing translation and their ability in 

translating English narrative text. 

 

1.5 Significance of The Study 

The result of this research is expected to be useful for the lecturers of UMM to 

improve their technique teaching especially for translation lecturer, so they can make 

the learning seems worthwhile, develop a receptive mood in the students, and provide 

a pleasant environment. It is also expected to be useful for the students who want to 

improve their ability by having better motivation, such as build up the feelings of 

self-esteem. In addition this study is expected to give the insight for English 

Department in making challenge competition for the students, such as translation 

competition, short story competition, etc.  
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1.6 The Scope  and Limitation of The Research 

There are so many researches about students’ motivation. Meanwhile, this study 

will explore about intrinsic and extrinsic motivation of students. And this study is 

limited to the correlation between intrinsic motivation of students in choosing 

translation and their ability in translating English narrative text. 

 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms  

1. Correlation is the study to determine the relationship among variables in 

single group of subject. 

2. Motivation is the students’ interests in determining the elective course that 

appropriate with their expectation, so they engage action intensely. The study 

of motivation focuses on how persevering they are in their attempts to reach 

the goals and attain their interest. This definition is operationalized as the 

students’ score in questionnaires about interest in choosing translation. 

3. Translating ability is the one’s skill to reproduce the equivalent meaning in 

the source language into the target language. This definition is operationalized 

as the translation students’ grade in test. The test is translating English 

narrative text.  

4. Narrative is the story that emphasis on one’s action toward the series of events 

that take place in chronological order.   

 

 


