
1 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter will discusses background of the study, statements of the 

problem, purposes of study, scope and limitation, significance of the study, and the 

definition of key terms. 

1.1  Background of the Study 

Sociolinguistics is the study of the language in its social context and the study 

of social life through linguistics (Wardaugh in Sabillah: 2002). It means that 

language and social interaction is the basic elements that cannot be separated if we 

want to study about sociolinguistics. The importance of language in society is 

described on sociolinguistics, besides it also shows the role of society for the 

language itself. Language is a means of communication. We can have a relationship 

with others through language.  

Language is a particular kind of system for encoding and decoding 

information. We know what every people may do when they come together, whether 

they play, fight, or cook, they will always talk. We talk to our friends, our associates, 

our parents, teacher, even a new people whom we meet. And we use language to 

talk. We won’t be able to say our intention, feelings and thoughts without language. 

Language can’t be separated from our lives. Wardaugh (in Sabillah, 2001:1) stated 

that language is a system of arbitrary verbal symbols by which members of a speech 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/System
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information
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community used as a means of communication to interact and express their ideas, 

feeling and thought.  

No human language is fixed and uniform, all languages show internal 

variation. The usages of language are different from group to group, from speaker to 

speaker, the choice of words and the meaning of those words. In short, the way 

people communicate will reflect a particular community. People who speak their 

own language will be understood by their community and it also happens with the 

other community. Because there are thousands communities in this world, it creates 

a lot varieties of language which the linguists known as language variety. These 

language varieties not only divide one community to another, this also can be an 

indication of language situation and reflect purposes, topics, and norms. Language 

varieties are also created to make the language more unique and interesting 

(Wardaugh in Sabillah 2002).   

We all knows that what we are saying has meaning, whether for the speaker 

and also for the listener. We must be careful of what we want to say. According to 

Fardini (2001:65), language can be used to identify the speaker as being a certain 

type of human, being good or bad, educated or uneducated, caring or arrogant, old or 

young, clever or stupid, even black or white. We have responsibility on what we say 

because it can reflect what kind of person we are. We must select the words that we 

want to use to show our thoughts and feeling. Furthermore, we must know that there 

is a certain word that has bad effect for the speaker and also for the society. In 

language varieties,those words are called as bad language. 
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Anderson and Trudgill (in Cahyono, 2008:2)  state that bad language is 

sounds, words or terms that are used for certain purposes that may be dangerous to 

be used. It refers to negative meaning, and impolite explosive. The person who 

always uses bad language will be known as an uneducated person. In a big area, it 

can cause social riot or chaos for society. For example, the riots that happen in 

Drydocks Graha, Batam on (April 22
nd

 2010), it occurs because a bad language that 

uttered by an Indian person to Indonesian worker. The sentence was “Indonesian 

people is stupid”. This sentence belongs to taboo words. It is a kind of bad language 

that related to the rustling and also it contains of vulgar words that insults someone 

else directly. The result of this action was the combustion of factory which 

conducted by Indonesian worker. From this example, we can see that bad language 

has negative effect for the user and also for the listener or even the society. 

Bad language usually used to express anger, and other strong emotions that 

the speaker feels. Sometimes, it also used to insults someone whom the speaker 

hates. Some people use bad language to show their bad feeling. Somehow, bad 

language is used in all of the aspect unexpected in a literary work such as film. Most 

of the western film contains of bad language, even it has a lot of good message for 

them who watch it. Here, the writer wants to dig more about bad language, 

especially bad language that occurred in film.  

Film is a form of entertainment, information, etc., composed of such a 

sequence of images and shown in a cinema. Film does not only give us 

entertainment but also gives us education of life, relationship among human, art, 
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science and also technology that we haven’t known before. Film is always being an 

interesting object for us because it represents the real word.  

In this study, the writer is interested in analyzing the bad language and  its’ 

meaning  that used in the “Freedom Writers” film. Freedom Writers is a kind of 

drama film which tells about the relationship between a teacher and her students 

whose have conflict about the black and white rights. This film has a lot of messages 

of live, rights, and the values of share to others.  It also contains of bad language 

used by the characters to show their feeling and thoughts. Hopefully, this analysis 

can enlarge the linguistics insight and enrich the linguistics study.  

 

1.2  Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems are stated as 

follows: 

1. What are the bad languages used in “Freedom Writers” film? 

2. What are the types of bad language used in “Freedom Writers” film? 

3. What are the meaning of the bad language used in “Freedom Writers” film? 

 

1.3  Purposes of the Study 

Related to the statement of the problems above, the aims of this study are: 

1. To find the bad languages used in “Freedom Writers” film. 

2. To know the types of bad languages used in “Freedom Writers” film. 

3. To reveal the meaning of bad languages used in “Freedom Writers” film. 
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1.4  Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused on the analysis of the bad language used in 

“Freedom Writers” film. This study is conducted to find the types and the meaning 

of bad language used in “Freedom Writers” film. Furthermore, the limitation of this 

study is verbal expression of bad language, especially vulgar, slang, taboo, swearing, 

and misuse. 

 

1.5  Significance of the Study 

The result of this study has both theoretical and practical values. 

Theoretically, the writer expects that the result of this study can give contribution for 

the reader to develop their understanding about bad language. 

 Practically, this study can be useful for the students who study about 

linguistic analysis, especially on the bad language. It may also be able to help further 

researchers who want to develop and continue another analysis about the same 

related topic of this study. 

 

1.6  Definition of the Key Terms 

There are several key terms used in this study that must be clarified in this 

chance in order to avoid misunderstanding. The writer defines the key terms as 

follows: 
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1. Analysis is the identification or separation of a whole into its component part 

(Webster’s New World College Dictionary). Related to this research, analysis 

in here means to identify the bad language that exist in Freedom Writers film. 

2. Bad Language is sounds, words or terms that are used for certain purposes 

that may be dangerous to be used (Anderson. L and Trudgill. P, 1990). It is 

defined as words or terms which has negative meaning and it occurs in the 

Freedom Writers film. 

3. Freedom Writers is a title of a film which is directed by Richard LaGravenese. 

Here, it is an object that the writer wants to study. 

4. Film is an art work or a form of art, a visual image (Form & Feeling, 1985:3). 

Film refers to Freedom Writers that the writer wants to investigate. 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0481418/

