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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter discusses about the background of study, statement of the

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation,

and definition of key terms. All of them will be discribed in the introduction.

1.1 Background of  the Study

Language is the communication means which people use everyday and it

is most valuable skill that people have. It has the dominan role in people life

because they always use its in their communication for conveying what they

mean. According to Pei (page 141) that quoted in Principles of Language

Learning and Teaching book (2000: 4) stated that language is a system of

communication by sound, operating through the organs of speech and hearing,

among members of a given community, and using vocal symbols possessing

arbitrary conventional meanings. By using language as well as they can, of

course, they can communicate well each other.

One of the languages that people learn is English. English is an

international language that is widely used in different fields. In relation to the

education field, English is one of subjects that must be provided for students to

develop their English skill. Because of this reason, students have to be able to

improve their skill well that is speaking, writing, listening and reading

comprehension, then, they are also able to practice it as a positive change in their

life. Furthermore, teaching is a good way to achieve the objective of learning

English itself.
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Teaching is an activity that cannot be separated from learning activity

because it is helping students to learn and how to do something. According to

Brown (2000:7), “Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do

something, giving instructions, guiding in the study of something, providing with

knowledge, causing to know or understand.” In teaching and learning process,

teachers play an important role in this activity. They act as the motivators and

facilitators for the students. Moreover, the teachers have to inform the material to

the students totally.

Practically, teachers must know how to teach students well by using the

various strategies that are applied in all English subject, namely the principles of

classroom management, the effectiveness of teaching and the evaluation in

teaching learning activity (Schulman, 1987 in Wollfolk 2004:7). It means that

teachers not only know the content of the subjects they will teach but also they

know how to relate this content to the real world from the outside of the

classroom. Teachers, then, also have to think how to keep students’ motivation in

learning activity. According to N.K. Roestiyah (1989:1 in Djamarah and Zain

2006:74) stated that teachers should have good strategy in order that students can

learn effectively and efficiently which is appropriate with the teaching objective.

The variations of strategies can be applied by the teachers based on the

lesson that will be taught. It is explained by the previous researcher, Helmi

(2009), in his investigation about a study on strategies in teaching reading

comprehension used by the teachers of M.A Model Zainul Hasan Genggong

Probolinggo. The result showed that the teachers used description/ explanation,

discovery, group discussion, and demonstration. The teachers combined the
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strategies in order that the students can understand the lesson easily that the

teachers taught. One of  English subjects that have been taught to students by

using an appropriate strategy is reading comprehension.

 Reading comprehension is the subject that students have to learn. It is a

developmental process, changing with the ideas, concepts, or operations that

increase in depth and scope with the reader’s life experience. Reading is one of

the four major communication skill: listening and speaking (oral skill), and

reading and writing (written skill). Of course, all the language skills are related. In

learning reading comprehension, students must read extensively not only for

information but also for a knowledge.

On the other hand, most of students often get difficulties in learning

reading comprehension in term of vocabulary and structure. They often get

difficulties in learning reading comprehension because they have low vocabulary

and English grammar. It is supported by the previous research that was conducted

by Jamilah (2008) in her thesis about difficulties faced by second year students in

understanding reading comprehension text in English textbook at SMAN 1

Gondanglegi. She found that many students at SMAN 1 Gondanglegi faced

difficulties with reading comprehension: word or vocabulary, sentence, paragraph,

and whole selection. It showed that students faced some difficulties with language

itself in learning comprehension. Because of this reason, teachers have to use an

appropriate teaching reading comprehension strategy. The one of strategies that

can be used by teachers is PQ4R Strategy.

PQ4R is a strategy for studying text that involved six steps; Preview,

Question, Read, Reflect, Recite, and Review (Thomas & Robinson, 1972) in
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Wollfolk (2004:299). This strategy is effective to be used in teaching reading

comprehension. It is supported by the previous research that was conducted by

Yuyun Cahyani (2005) in her thesis about the effect of the implementation of

PQ4R in direct instruction of reading comprehension at SMAN I Kerjo,

Karanganyar. The result showed that PQ4R strategy had significant effect on

students’ achievement, especially for reading comprehension skills. The students

who taught by using PQ4R strategy had higher achievement than other students.

Based on Thomas & Robinson in Wollfolk (2004: 299), furthermore, PQ4R

strategy also describes steps for teaching reading comprehension and it makes

students able to understand or master the information well. This strategy leads

students to process and to get the information deeply and the greater elaboration.

It involves looking for the meaning of difficult words that the students find in the

text.

Based on the reason above, the researcher wants to know an application of

PQ4R strategy in teaching reading comprehension at MTsN Malang I.

1.2 Statement of the Problems

 Related to the background of the study above, the problems of the study

are formulated as follows:

1. How does the second year teacher at MTsN Malang I apply the PQ4R

strategy in teaching reading comprehension?

2. How is the second year student’s response toward the PQ4R strategy in

teaching reading comprehension?

3. What are the strenghts and weaknesses of teaching reading comprehension

by using PQ4R strategy at MTsN Malang I?
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1.3 Purpose of the Study

 In accordance with the formulation of the problems above, the purpose of

the study are:

1. To know how the second year teacher at MTsN Malang I applies the

PQ4R strategy in teaching reading comprehension.

2. To describe how the student’s response toward the PQ4R strategy in

teaching reading comprehension.

3. To explain the strenghts and weaknesses of teaching reading

comprehension by using PQ4R Strategy at MTsN Malang I.

1.4 Significance of the Study

 The result of this study is expected to contribute the following feedback to:

1. For the teachers

The teachers are expected able to enlarge their view about the strategies of

teaching reading comprehension and they can apply them. Strategy is very

important for teachers because the succesful of teaching learning activity

not only depends on the mastery of the material but also depends on the

using of good strategy that applying in the classroom activity. Besides,

teaching strategies can help the teachers to overcome several problems that

they face during teaching learning activity.

2. For the students

The students are hopefully able to improve their ability in learning English

especially reading comprehension for understanding the informations

deeply and they can take the advantage of messages from the text that they

have read. Then, they can learn reading comprehension easily.
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1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study

Conducting with the teaching learning activity, they are many kind of

strategies that are applied by teachers in a class. One of them is PQ4R strategy.

Thus, the scope of this study is PQ4R strategy which is used by the second year

teacher at MTsN Malang I.

 Meanwhile, the limitation of this study is the way of the second year

teacher for applying PQ4R strategy in teaching reading comprehension, the

second year student’s respond toward PQ4R strategy that teacher use in teaching

reading comprehension and the strenghts and weaknesses of teaching reading

comprehension by using PQ4R strategy.

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms

 The following terminology is used in this research widely. To avoid the

possibilities of misinterpretation, the researcher try to give the definition of each

key terms. The definition of each key terms are used in this study is stated as

follows:

1. Application is the action or an instance of putting a theory, discover,

etc to practical use (A.S Hornby, 1995:48).

2. Strategy is a teacher’s way to provide the material in education that

includes the characteristic, scope, and events to give experiences in

education ( Gerlach and Ely, 1980: 10).

3. PQ4R strategy is  a strategy for studying text that involved six steps;

Preview, Question, Read, Reflect, Recite, and Review (Thomas &

Robinson, 1972: 99).
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4. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do

something, giving instructions, guiding in the study of something,

providing with knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown,

2000: 7).

5. Reading Comprehension is a process of making sense of written ideas

through meaningful interpretation and interaction with language

(Heilman, Blair, and Rupley, 1981: 242).

6.  Apply is an action to put something into practical use.

7. Response is an action that will be done in answer or do something after

someone giving questions or asking to do something.

8. Strenghts are positive points that affect something to be better.

9.  Weaknesses are some of problems that make something less effective

or attractive.


