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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter the writer presents (1) the background of the study, (2) the 

statement of the problems, (3) the purpose of the study, (4) the significance of the 

study, (5) the scope and limitation, (6) the definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the study 

English as an international language is important and very useful in our 

live. English plays an important role as means of communication and transferring 

science and technology. Besides, it is also a tool to deliver ideas, argument, mind 

and feeling for all people in the world.  People need English not only in their daily 

activity, but also in education. Education is for all people with no exception, 

especially in learning English. 

English has been taught to the students in Elementary school. Hopefully, 

the students will have a good ability in English. The objective of English at the 

Elementary school is to provide the students with the ability to comprehend the 

English expression. According to Sabillah (2004: 4), “English teaching to young 

learners is focused on shaping the children as the future users of English in the 

world which requires a high level of spoken and written communication.” 

English subject is first introduced to the students of an Elementary school 

students who are commonly called as young learners. Teaching English to young 

learners is not the same as to the adult learners. Cameron (2001) founded that 

teaching English to young learners is different from teaching the adult learners. 

Adults typically prefer a sense of control and self-direction while the young 
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learners  are totally dependent on the instructor. Adults have expectations about 

the learning process while the young do not. Adults have a huge of knowledge 

and experience while the young learners are almost blank. However, the teacher 

should be extra patience in teaching to the young learners. Besides, a teacher also 

needs to understand about learning strategies and teaching media that facility in 

teaching learning process.  

As children, they like learning by doing, making things and playing 

games. Sabillah (2004: 66), “Young learners are still learning about their 

environment. They like to talk about themselves, they like move around and they 

like learn something by playing games, doing singing, coloring and cutting 

pictures.” The way of teaching them is different from others. It needs the teachers’ 

creativity to make the students not easily getting bored and understand the subject 

because some students may be bored with the conventional teaching method. The 

boredom during teaching learning process usually appears in the students. 

Besides, teachers play important roles in teaching English because teachers are the 

most influential people in the classroom and the students only learn from the 

teachers. The role of the teacher is that of facilitator of learning such as: asking 

open-ended questions, guiding process and task, and enabling active participation 

of learners and engagement with ideas. Furthermore, one of teachers’ creativity in 

teaching learning is using media.  

Media are one of the efforts to make communication in teaching learning 

process easier. Arsyad (2009) stated that media is graphic, photographic, and 

electronic instruments to catch, process and rearrange in verbal and visual 

information. Media can enhance learning and support the teacher’s instruction. 
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The use of media in teaching learning process is to motivate and stimulate 

students to learn. Arsyad (2009) stated that media can raise the students’ 

motivation to study and make them easily understand the information. In teaching 

learning English, especially to the young learners, media are important because 

the students can be more easily understand the lesson and they will be more active 

in joining the class. It also can motivate the students’ interest in learning English. 

Teaching media can be in the form of visual media, audio media and audio 

visual media. According to Sudjana and Rivai (2007), visual media are the media 

used through their eyes sense. Kinds of visual media are picture, flash cards and 

real objects. First, picture is photographic representation of people, places and 

things. The advantage of using picture is that they are easy to use because they are 

inexpensive and they can also be used in many ways. However, the picture must 

be interesting and unique for the children. Second, flash cards are sets of cards 

with a word or phrase on one side and its meaning usually in translation on the 

other side. The advantage of using flash cards is that they are quite useful and an 

effective method to help students to study. However, if the size is not big enough, 

the students cannot see them clearly. Third, real objects are the object that can be 

seen and touched. It is very useful because the student can see the real thing and 

make them clearly in learning English. The examples of the real things are tea, 

coffee, noodle, etc. However, it is not practical to use the real object in many 

ways.  

Another media is audio media. Audio media are media used through ears 

sensory. Kinds of audio media are tape recorder and language laboratory. The 

advantage of using tape recorder is that it is flexible and not expensive and also 
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used to record one’s performances. However, sometimes it has a small 

loudspeaker. Language laboratory then, is a tool to drill the students in listening 

and speaking. It cannot be used in the classroom. It is in a special room for 

practice with sound system equipment.  

Other media is audio visual media. Audio visual media are combination 

media of seeing and hearing sensory. Kinds of audio visual media are television 

and film strips. The advantages of using television are it can bring people, places 

and events to the classroom that could not be seen directly. Sometimes, television 

shows the violence that can influence the students. Film strips, another kind of 

audio visual media, contains series of transparent pictures in black and white color 

and the sound come with a tape or disk recording. It is useful to make the student 

clear in learning English. However, it is uninteresting because of the color and 

cannot bring it any ways.  

Even though there are many kinds of media, a teacher should know the 

most appropriate media for the students. Besides, a teacher should know about the 

effective media that can be used. Effective media are supposed to have the 

characteristic as follows: 1) the media should match with the teaching objectives, 

2) the media should be easy to access,  3) the media should be interesting to the 

students and teacher, especially to the young learner who like studying with fun. 

The teacher should know the appropriate media in teaching English to the young 

learners. So that, the students will enjoy, understand, and have fun in teaching 

learning English. 

Media have great contribution in teaching learning process. The previous 

research conducted by Wulandari (2003) about the media in teaching learning 
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English used by the teacher at SDN Langkap 2 Burneh – Bangkalan indicates that 

the English teacher in SDN Langkap 2 Burneh – Bangkalan used two kinds of 

media in teaching English. They were visual media and audio media. The visual 

media used were pictures, blackboard, and real objects. The audio media used is 

tape recorder. Most of the students like to have visual and audio media in their 

English class. It can motivate and arouse the student’s interest in learning English. 

Besides, the students can be more easily catch the lesson and more active in 

joining the class. 

Another research conducted by Kurnialillah (2004) is about the used of 

visual media in teaching vocabulary of second year students at SMP PGRI Kunir 

– Lumajang. It was found that teaching vocabulary by using visual media was an 

effective way. The kinds of visual media used by the teachers are pictures, flash 

card and real object. The students commented that by using the visual media, they 

have good answers and are more active in the classroom. 

Dewayanthi (2007) also did a research about the audio visual media used 

in teaching speaking at the eight grade of SMPN 1 Gratitution – Pasuruan. It is 

found that teaching speaking using audio visual media make the students can get 

more information including new vocabulary and exercise in their speaking skill by 

imitating words from the movie. 

Another research was conducted by Larasati (2001) which was about 

teaching media in teaching English at SMPLB-B Yayasan Kemala Bhayangkara – 

Trenggalek. It was stated that the teacher used visual media like picture, English 

textbook and real object in teaching English to the students. It showed that picture 

was the most effective media in teaching English to the second grade of Hearing – 
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Impaired students at SMPLB – B Yayasan Kemala Bhayangkara – Trenggalek. 

The teacher used picture because the students of Hearing- Impaired have 

difficulties in memorizing the vocabulary. By using picture, the students could 

easily understand the explanation. 

Based on the previous researchers that studied about the media, the writer 

can learn that media have a great contribution in teaching learning process, 

especially in teaching English to the young learners. Media makes the 

communication in teaching learning process easier. It can help the teacher deliver 

the knowledge to the students. Besides, media can raise the student’s motivation 

to learn and also make them clearly in learning English. 

Knowing the importance and the effectiveness of using media, especially 

in teaching English to the young learners, the writer is interested in conducting a 

research about the media used by the teacher at SDN RSDBI Tunjungsekar I in 

teaching English. Besides, SDN Tunjungsekar I is a pioneering international 

elementary school in Tunjungsekar – Malang. This is the school which has used 

media in teaching English. 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

 Based on the background of the study stated above, the problem of this 

study are formulated in following part : 

1.2.1 What are the media used by the teacher in teaching English to the 

young learners at SDN RSDBI Tunjungsekar I ? 

1.2.2 What are the problems faced by the teacher in teaching English to the 

young learners  at SDN RSDBI Tunjungsekar I in using media ? 
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1.2.3 How does the English teacher of SDN RSDBI Tunjungsekar I solve 

the problem ? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

From the statement of problem, the writer states that the purposes of this 

study are: 

1.3.1 To describe the media used by the teacher in teaching English to the 

young learners at SDN RSDBI Tunjungsekar I. 

1.3.2 To know the problems faced by the teacher in teaching English to the 

young learners at SDN RSDBI Tunjungsekar I. 

1.3.3 To know the ways how the English teacher at SDN RSDBI 

Tunjungsekar I to solve the problems.  

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 This section will explain about the importance of the study. The writer 

hopes that this study has some significance. The result of this study is expected to 

give information to English teacher who want to teach English in Elementary 

School by using media. The writer also hopes this study give some contribution to 

the teacher in increasing the function of media in teaching English to the young 

learners, so that students will have better achievement. Besides, the teacher can 

use an appropriate media in teaching English to the young learners. By media, the 

teaching learning process can be easier and make young learners feel happy in 

learning English. 
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1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Media is one option to make young learners understand, clear and excited 

in learning English. Based on the statement above, the scope of this study is the 

media used by the teacher in teaching English at SDN Tunjungsekar I, the 

problems faced by the Elementary English teacher in using media and the solution 

of the problems. Meanwhile, this study is limited to the English teacher at SDN 

Tunjungsekar I who teach the students of fourth grade in 2012 – 2013 periods. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

 To make this study clear and do not cause misunderstanding, the writer 

explains some definition of key terms as follow : 

1. Teaching media are everything used to deliver a message which can 

stimulate the students’ interest, mind, feeling and willing to study.  

Miarso (in Susilana and Riyana : 2007) 

2. Young learners are children from five until eleven years old at Elementary 

school and they are like leraning about their environment. (Sabillah, 2004 )  


