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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This introductory chapter provides the basic ideas related to the study being 

carried out. This chapter presents the background of this study, statement of the 

problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation and 

definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Language is very important for communication. By using language people can 

express the ideas and interact with other people. One of the languages for 

international communication is English. English is used as a means of communication 

and plays important role in people’s life either in written or spoken forms such as in 

books, newspapers, magazines, radios, televisions and internet. There are many books 

especially textbook for university students, which are written in English. Therefore, 

in order to be able to read the books and other written materials, people should master 

English.  

English as the first foreign language is taught at school all over the countries. 

It is taught since in the elementary school level. Nowadays, it is given as a 

compulsory subject. The aim of giving English for elementary students is to develop 

the students’ proficiency to have communication in English. The objective is stated in 

the principle of English curriculum 2006. The aim of teaching English is to develop 



 

 

2

communicative proficiency in English covering reading, listening, speaking and 

writing. This objective is in line with the need of mastering English in globalization 

and information era. The four skills are very important to support the proficiency to 

communicate both written and orally. 

Students are likely to vary in terms of logical thinking skills, learning 

strategies, background knowledge and English proficiency. Some students may be 

very different with their classmates in their cognitive or language skills that they will 

need special instructional materials and practices. In this case, gender is assumed as 

one of factors which influence those differences.   

Many aspects of students’ lives can be examined to determine how similar or 

different girls and boys are (Crawford & Unger in Santrock, 2001: 183). However, 

the similarities and differences are still be a consideration to take a conclusion 

because a major review of gender similarities and differences conducted in 1970s 

concluded that girls have better verbal skill than boys do. But, more recent analysis 

suggests that there are no differences in girls’ and boys’ verbal skills. Today, males 

score as high as females on the verbal portion of the test. Boys and girls show similar 

vocabulary, reading skill, and writing achievement. It is stated that many research 

continues to show gender differences, and the differences in physical abilities, 

aggression, self-regulation, and relationship skill still become gender controversy 

(Santrock, 2001:185). It shows that this matter is still interesting to study by many 

researchers, including the writer of this thesis. Another fact that makes the writer 

interested in studying gender is that women often excel at school, however men often 
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earn more and are more likely to hold positions of power in political and economic 

life. Looking at these inequalities, the writer is curious what happened in the 

educational area related to gender. As stated in Equally Prepared for Life?How 15-

Years-Old Boys, NN, 2009: 8), there are at least three reasons for studying gender 

differences, which include identifying the source of inequalities, fostering average 

performance and improving our understanding of how students learn.  

Besides the facts above, the writer also views gender as the interesting topic 

which needs to study because she sees the different performance between boys and 

girls in learning. The girls very often show better performance. They obey the 

teacher’s instructions in the class and do assignments which are given by the teacher. 

All those reasons attract the writer conducts an analysis on the students’ English 

proficiency based on their gender.  

Related to this study, there was a previous study conducted by Anggraini 

(2009) entitled A Study on Differences Between Boys and Girls Achievement in 

Learning English in SMAN 9 Malang. She focused on how boys and girls 

achievement are in learning English in first grade. She found that there was a 

significance difference between the achievement of boys and girls in learning 

English. From this study, the writer can conclude that gender is one of factors which 

may influence the students’ ability in learning English. This is due to the fact that 

there was difference in performance in learning English between boys and girls. 

Since the previous study was conducted in SMAN, which means the senior 

high school, the writer is curious to conduct it in elementary school whether the result 
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of the study will be the same as previous study or not. In this case, elementary school 

chosen is SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal Mojokerto because the students of this school 

have been accepted in this school through the tight competition, so this school is 

supposed to have the high proficiency students.  

From the background above, an analysis on the students’ English proficiency 

based on their gender at students of SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal Mojokerto needs to 

be conducted.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

In order to make clear on the course of the study based on the research 

background stated above, the researcher formulates the research problems. To be 

more explicit, the research problem is “Is there any significant difference on the 

English proficiency among students of different gender in fifth grade students of SDN 

Sidomulyo II Bangsal Mojokerto?” 

 

1.3 Hypothesis 

1.3.1 Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) 

There is significant difference on English proficiency among students of 

different gender in fifth grade students of SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal Mojokerto. 

1.3.2 Null Hypothesis (Ho) 

There is no significant difference on English proficiency among students of 

different gender in fifth grade students of SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal Mojokerto. 
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1.4 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the formulation of the statement problem above, the purpose of the 

study is to know whether there is significant difference on English proficiency among 

students of different gender in fifth grade students of SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal 

Mojokerto.” 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The finding of this study is expected to provide information about the 

students’ English proficiency based on their gender. This study will give contribution 

for several parties. The first is for English Department students. It is to know how to 

motivate English learners in learning English process as a foreign language. The 

second is for teachers. This research can help them develop their way of teaching 

English and to know how gender affects the students’ proficiency in English subject. 

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation  

The scope of this study is the students’ proficiency in English subject based 

on gender at SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal Mojokerto.  The subjects of this study are 

limited to the students for the fifth grade students of SDN Sidomulyo II Bangsal 

Mojokerto.  
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1.7 Definition of the Key Terms  

Gender is the term refers to sociocultural dimensions of being female or male 

and distinguish from sex which involves the biological dimensions of being female or 

male (Santrock, 2001).  

English proficiency is the ability of someone to use their English as written 

and spoken language in standard form of its accuracy and fluency, which also 

includes listening, speaking, reading and writing. http://www.eduqna.com/Primary-

Secondary-Education/1264-3-pse.html  

 


