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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter of this research presents background of the study, statement of 

theproblem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

anddefinition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

According to Brown (2001:217), for almost six decades now, research and 

practice in English language teaching has identified the “ four skills “, that are 

listening, speaking, reading, and writing as of important paramount. The reading skill 

becomes very important in the educational field, students must be exercised and 

trained very well in order to get a good reading skill. 

Reading is the most valuable thing in our life. We can study all kinds of 

information needed in daily life trough printed media. It means that reading skill is 

very vital thing that we should have. If compared with the others communication 

media, it has special advantage. From printed media, the readers can earn information 

more independent, information from the past or newest information. However, the 

question that never been answered until now is, how the way or attempts that we 

should do to make our world to be reading world. Actually there are lots of people 

called “Aliterat”- people who can read well, but they still not have time to read. They 

more like to do something else than reading. Especially in students‟ field, we can find 

that the interest on reading was less.Now, most of educational textbook are written in 
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English. Thus, Indonesian students are encourage to have ability in reading in order to 

get information and understand about what the books tell about. 

Reading is also something crucial and indispensable for the students because 

the success of their study depends on the greater part of their ability to read.“ The 

cornerstone of academic achievement and the foundation for success across the 

curriculum is learning to read and write proficiently ( Wilson&Trainin, 2007, p. 257). 

If their reading skill is poor they are very likely to fail in their study or at least they 

will have difficulty in making progress. On the other hand, if they have a good ability 

in reading, they will have a better chance to succeed in their study. 

In learning reading, there are so many problems found. Many factors can 

influence reading understanding. It is line with Torgensen (2006), that a readers 

understanding of text is influenced by a broad range of factors, the factors include (a) 

the legibilty of the print and illustrations, (b) the interest and motivation of the 

readers, (c) he reading level of the text in relation to the reading ability of the reader. 

In reading, students are expected to have a competence to understand and 

comprehend English text. The problems are not just in translating word by word but 

also in comprehending the content of the text. Most of students have difficulties in 

comprehending reading text, especially in vocabulary, structure on texts, and the 

students interested. Sometimes the students rare to read the textbook, they more 

interested with other books like magazine, comic, and novel. The difficulty in reading 
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text makes the students failed in English test. In fact, most part of the test on final 

examination using reading texts. 

A previous research on Reading Speed and Reading Comprehension of  EFL 

students, conducted by Tjais(2004) found out that reading comprehension test showed 

average of EFL student‟s comprehension was regarded poor. On the previous study 

above it did not explain further about what problems commonly faced by students. 

That‟s why the researcher is interested in this case, therefore, this research is 

necessary to be done to enrich and develop the research about the problems of 

comprehending English text faced by students. 

After doing the preliminary research, the researcher found that in SMPN II 

Prigen, especially in ninth grade, they got low score in reading materials. It is 

supported with the data of school grades from their English teacher. The result of data 

also shows that they have low motivation in reading. 

Based on the reason and the previous study, this research is conducted 

to investigate what the problem faced in comprehending reading text by ninth year of 

SMPN II Prigenstudents.This study is also wants to know the solution to solve the 

problems in comprehending reading text usually faced by students at ninth years of 

SMPN II Prigen. 

1.2 Statements of the Problem 

1. What are the problems in comprehending reading text usually faced by 

students at ninth years of SMPN II Prigen ? 
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2. What are the students‟solution to the problems in comprehending reading 

text usually faced by students at ninth years of SMPN II Prigen ? 

1.3 Purpose of the study 

Regarding to statement of problem above this research aims to : 

1. To find the problems in comprehending reading text usually faced 

by students at ninth years of SMPN II Prigen. 

2. To find the students‟solutions to the problems in comprehending 

reading text usually faced by students at ninth years of SMPN II 

Prigen. 

1.4 Significance of the study 

The significance of the study would be as follows: 

1. The writer hopes that the result of this study can give some information 

and knowledge about problems in comprehending text, especially for 

students who do not know the problems in their self. 

2. The writer hopes that this study can be useful for the teacher and students 

especiallyin SMPN II Prigento solve the problem in comprehending text. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study is conducted to describe the problems and solution in 

comprehending reading text faced by students at ninth years of SMPN II 

Prigen.For the limitations, the writer only limits the study on students at ninth 

years of SMPN II Prigen.  
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1.6 Definitions of The Key Terms 

To get definite understanding of the concepts of the study, the following 

definitions are given, they are : 

a. Reading Problem 

A problem of answering test in comprehending reading text by 

students.(Pety, 2010: 7). In this study it means a difficulty faced by students 

when they have to comprehend the meaning of reading text. 

b. Comprehension 

“The process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning 

through interaction and involvement with written language. It consists of three 

elements: the reader, the text, and the activity or purpose for readingpurpose 

reading” (Rand Reading Study Group in Torgensen :2006). In this study it 

refers to the activity in reading that was done by students in SMPN II Prigen. 

c. Reading text  

Process of decoding a written text. When used in literary studies as a 

count noun („a reading‟), it can also refer to the interpretive outcome of 

decoding. A text may yield alternative readings and may be designed to do so. 

(Taylor & Francis, 2006 : 27). 

d. Solution 

 “It's a mutually shared answer to a recognized problem, and the 

answer provides measurable improvement” (Keith M. Eades:2003). In 
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thisstudy it means the solution to the problem of comprehending reading text 

faced by students. 


