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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, problems of the study, objectives of the 

study, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, and definition of the 

key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

A verb is defined as a word or phrase indicating an action, an event, or a state. 

It consists of regular verb, irregular verb, modal/phrasal verbs, and 

transitive/intransitive verbs . Verb is an important part of sentence after subject and 

also most connection with tense in grammatical form of verb. According to Frank (in 

Mas’ulah, 2008:1), verb is the most complex part of speech. He says that the verb does 

not only have grammatical properties of person and number, properties which require 

agreement with the subject, but also several other grammatical properties that are 

shared with no other part of speech. These properties are tense, voice, mood, and 

aspect. 

Each sentence is arranged by words together, it has certain pattern, such as 

noun pattern, adjective pattern, and et cetera. Verb of each sentence has also certain 

pattern because a sentence using patterns will be clear to understand. (Mas’ulah, 

2008:1) says that knowledge of how to put words together in the right order is as 

important as a knowledge of their meanings. The most important pattern is verb. 

Grammatically, the verbs have a certain pattern, usually called formal verb the 
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beginner is more attracted to use the formal verbs because their patterns are easier than 

the patterns used informal or colloquial style.  

Based on the characteristics and classification of verb and verb pattern above, 

this study would like to analyze verb patterns used in reading texts that is found in 

some English textbooks at Elementary school. This study chooses reading texts in 

English textbook of Elementary school of the sixth grade because reading 

comprehension is very needed by the students to increase their knowledge.One of 

important parts how it can be done is through understanding about the verb patterns in 

the sentences in reading texts. In doing so, the students can read English texts easily 

and they can implement as aphorism “reading is the window of the world”.  

There are some previous studies which have similar discussion with the present 

study. The first study is conducted by Eiskarina (2004). She focused her study on 

analyzing verb pattern used in the TOEFL book by Barron (2001) in listening section. 

She found out that from 25 main patterns, there are 10 verb patterns and there are 4 

verb patterns which are used in the TOEFL book in listening section. Whereas, verb 

patterns mostly appear is verb pattern 15 (S + Vt + noun/pronoun [DO] + Adverb 

[phrase]). Another preceding writer similar to this study was also conducted by Susanti 

(2005) that analyzed verb pattern used in the elementary school English book 5. She 

found out that verb pattern used in the elementary school English book 6 is verb 

pattern 1 (S + V + DO) because this form is very simple and easy to understand by 

elementary students. Then, the other is Mawarti (2006), who also studied about verb 

patterns used in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane Eyre. She found out that there are 11 verb 
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patterns based on Hornby’s theory appears in Charlotte Bronte’s “Jane Eyre” and verb 

pattern mostly appears is verb pattern 9 (S + Vt + Clause). 

Based on the previous study above, most studies discusses about verb patterns 

in different topics. This study discusses about verb patterns used in English textbook, 

especially in reading texts. It is important to analyze since it is very useful to increase 

the student’s knowledge through reading. Therefore, the writer is interested in 

“Analyzing Verb Pattern in Reading Texts in English Textbook “Grow with English” 

at Elementary School of the Sixth Grade”. 

 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

Based on the background of the study above, this study is intended to answer 

the following problems: 

1. What verb patterns found in reading texts in Textbook “Grow with English” at 

Elementary School of the Sixth  Grade ? 

2. What verb patterns are mostly found in reading texts in English Textbook “Grow 

with English” at Elementary School of the Sixth  Grade? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

      Concerning with the previous problems of the study,the purposes of the study are: 

1. To describe the verb patterns found in reading texts in English Textbook “Grow 

with English” at Elementary School of the Sixth Grade. 

2. To know the verb pattern which are mostly found in reading texts in English 

Textbook “Grow with English” at Elementary School of the Sixth Grade. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

This thesis is expected to be able to provide contribution both theoretically and 

practically. Theoretically, the study is expected to be able to give a valuable 

contribution to the field of syntax, especially grammar. 

Practically, this study is hoped to give valuable contribution for the English 

teachers, English students, and next researchers. For the English teacher, it is expected 

that they can explain to the students about verb patterns mostly appear in reading texts. 

For the English students, it is expected that they will understand more about verb 

patterns often used in reading texts. If they understand the meaning of the grammar in 

the reading texts, they can be more interested in reading and they can apply an 

aphorism of “reading is the window of the world”. The last, for the next researchers, 

this study is expected can be used as a consideration in choosing the area of verb 

patterns study in the future. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

The scope of this study is analyzing verb patterns in the reading texts of 

English Textbook “Grow with English” at Elementary School of the Sixth Grade.” 

This study is intended to identify, classify, and analyze the verb patterns in reading 

texts in Textbook “Grow with English” at Elementary School of the Sixth Grade. 

This study is limited on reading texts in English Textbook “Grow with 

English” at Elementary School of the Sixth  Grade especially sentences which are 

appropriate with types of sentence and verb patterns in English. Reading texts are 

studied because reading comprehension is very needed by the students to increase their 
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knowledge, especially in English reading texts. In addition, this study is focused on 

analyzing verb patterns in the reading texts of English Textbook “Grow with English” 

at Elementary School of the Sixth  Grade because the English reading text still up to 

date. Therefore, the more actual and fresh data hopefully can be obtained. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding about some basic concepts of this study, there are 

some explanations that can help the reader to understand the key terms used in this 

study. 

a. Verb patterns :  different patterns of verb in grammatical rules. 

b. Reading text :  A reading material wich used as a means of teaching  reading  

class (Lucas, 1990). 

c. Textbook : A most common information source used in the classroom 

(Callahan and Clark,2006). 

d. Textbook “Grow with English” at Elementary School of the Sixth Grade :  One of 

the English textbooks that contains several meaningful reading texts. 

e. Erlangga      : One of text book publishers which published the text book under 

investigation 

 


