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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This research presents such topic as: background of the study, statements of 

the problems, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of the key terms. Each section is presented as follows: 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Literature is attractive to be analyzed because literature always gives the 

interesting message and knowledge for everyone. The human’s expression can be 

shown with different point of view and depends on the people themselves. The 

expression of the human life sometimes is shown from literary works such as film, 

novel, poem, and drama. 

According to Koesnosoebroto (1988:1) literature is a kind of extension and 

application of certain properties of language. It has relationship with language. On the 

basis of the very fact, literary work is a verbal work of art. Meanwhile, language is 

defined as the material substance of the writer or of the work.  

In addition, Koesnosoebroto (1988:2) states, literature exists because it 

pleases people. Literature pleases people by imitating life, or more precisely, by 

displaying its writers’ vision of life as it should be. It means literature can give 

pleasure, and shows what is happening around us. One part of literature is film. 

Furthermore, Martin Scorsese (2002:394) states that film is a part of artistic 

heritage; some people said film is history. Human thinking, act, behavior, and 

lifestyle are kind of human expression. Then, people will learn life lesson from what 
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happened in the past. For the next bright future life, people can take the lesson and 

positive message by the film itself. Film is also one media of communication and 

education which represents the situation and condition of human life. Because of that 

reason, the writer is interested in analyzing film because it always related to human 

life which gives messages and lessons to people who watch and enjoy it. So, one of 

the messages and knowledge can be learnt from this film is about the culture barrier. 

Based on the explanation above, “EuroTrip” film is chosen because it tells 

about Scoot Thomas’s travelling from Ohio (America) to Berlin (Europe) to meet 

Mieke. On his travelling to Europe, Scott Thomas gets a lot of cultural barriers before 

he meets Mieke. 

As written by Richard G Lipsey and K Al (www.cultural barrier), cultural 

barrier is defined as “All countries and world regions have different cultural norms 

that dictate things such as emotional or behavioral constraints. Language and religion 

are also an aspect of culture that may create barriers between two people”. Thus, it is 

important to conduct a research on cultural barrier so that, when people traveling to 

foreign country, they will easily breakdown the barrier by communicating with 

people. Then, one of the films that show us the cultural barrier is existed in 

“EuroTrip” Film. Thus, this analysis will discusses about the cultural barrier faced by 

Scott Thomas,  the effect , and the way to overcome it.  
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer states the problems in 

the form of questions as follows: 

1. What were cultural barriers faced by Scott Thomas as American Traveler in Alec 

Berg’s Film “EuroTrip”?  

2. What were the effects of cultural barriers faced by Scott Thomas as American 

Traveler in Alec Berg’s Film “EuroTrip”?  

3. How did Scott Thomas overcome cultural barriers as American Traveler in Alec 

Berg’s Film “EuroTrip”? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the problems above, the purpose of this study are: 

1. To find out the cultural barriers faced by Scott Thomas as American Traveler in 

Alec Berg’s Film “EuroTrip”  

2. To know the effects of cultural barriers faced by Scott Thomas as American 

Traveler in Alec Berg’s Film “EuroTrip” 

3. To describe how Scott Thomas as American traveler in Alec Berg’s  Film 

“EuroTrip” overcome his cultural barriers 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

Theoretically, this thesis is expected to give significant contribution to other 

students who want to analyze film. It is also expected to be an input for lecturers who 

teach literature and anyone who likes literature as well. 

Practically, by reading this thesis, it is hoped the readers can have a better 

understanding about culture barrier that happen in the “EuroTrip” film.  

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the culture barrier which happens when someone 

faces with the new culture. Meanwhile, the limitation of tis study is culture 

barrier,faced by Scott Thomas as American traveler in Alec Berg’s film “EuroTrip”. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The writer presents several definitions of key terms in this analysis in order to 

make it more understandable. It formulates as follows: 

1. Cultural barrier is a barrier when some one does not know the main language, 

religion, behavioral, emotional, of the country and they need a process to 

adaptation (wiki.answers.com) so that culture barrier is a feeling of confusion and 

anxiety caused by contact with another culture  

2. Traveler is the trip that is passed  through by Scott Thomas from America to 

Europe to meet her pen pal (pen-friend) 

3. Alec Berg is the author of EuroTrip film. 

4. EuroTrip is the title of the film discussed in this research 


