
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 In this chapter, the researcher presents background of the study, problem of 

the study, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, 

and definition of key terms. 

1.1  Background of the Study 

 Language is a tool of communication which is essential for human beings. 

Language is foremost as a means of communication, and communication almost 

always takes place within some sort of social context. That is why effective 

communication requires an understanding and recognition of the connections 

between a language and the people who use it (www.cambridge.org).  

 Because language is very important, all people need to learn language  since 

they were born. Language becomes very important because of the function of the 

language itself, that is to make people able to communicate with others and to 

express what is in people’s mind. There are two kinds of language, they are native 

language and foreign language. Native language is a language that a person has 

spoken from earliest childhood (thefreedictionary.com). And foreign language is a 

language not spoken in the native country (thefreedictionary.com). People use 

native language to speak with people from the same country, but when people 

want to speak with people from other countries, they need to use a foreign 

language like English. 

 English has now become a global language which needs to be learned 

because this language is used by people all over the world. And nowadays, 

learning English has become a priority in every country especially in Indonesia. In 



Indonesia, children start learning English by the age of 4 or 5 because many 

people assume that the younger their child learn English, the better their child’s 

English ability will be. 

 However, there are some children who were born with disabilities which 

make them difficult to learn language. Disability is an umbrella term, covering 

impairments, activity limitations, and participation restrictions (World Health 

Organization). For instance, children with hearing impairment who cannot hear a 

verbal language and children with visual impairment who cannot see any non-

verbal language will have difficulties to learn language compared to normal 

children. It is also difficult for children with mental retardation to learn language 

although they don’t have any problems with their visual nor hearing ability, but 

they have problem with their intellectual. 

  Children with mental retardation learn more slowly than a normal child. 

They may take longer time to learn language, develop social skills, and take care 

of their personal needs, such as dressing or eating. Learning will take them longer, 

require more repetition, and skills may need to be adapted to their learning level.  

 According to The American Association on Mental Retardation (Luckasson 

et al, 2002), mental retardation can be classified into four degrees: mild mental 

retardation, moderate mental retardation, severe mental retardation, and the last is 

profound mental retardation. Mild mental retardation is defined as an IQ range 

between 50 and about 70, moderate mental retardation is an IQ range between 35 

and 55, severe mental retardation is an IQ range between 20 and 40, and profound 

mental retardation is an IQ range between 20 or 25. 

 The researcher intends to study about the method in teaching English for 



children with mild mental retardation because children with mild mental 

retardation are capable of studying under normal classroom conditions, with just a 

few modifications and accommodations. They just take a longer time and a little 

bit more effort to master a specific subject if they’re compared to children with 

normal mental health. 

 The teaching method applied for mild mentally retarded students will also 

be different from the teaching method for normal students. Therefore, in this 

research the researcher intends to study how to teach mild mentally retarded 

students so they can learn language like normal students. 

 The research is conducted at SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang especially in the 

6th class elementary school. The researcher is interested in conducting a research 

at SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang because English has already been taught from 

elementary grade there. Normally, students with mental retardation start learning 

English from Junior High School because English is considered as a complex 

subject especially for students with intellectual disability. That’s why the 

researcher wants to know the method used by the teacher in teaching mentally 

retarded students at SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang.   

 The reason why the researcher takes mental retardation as the main topic is 

to make people know more about the teaching method for mentally retarded 

children in learning English because teaching students with mental retardation 

will be different with normal children. Therefore, this study is entitled “A Case 

Study on The English Teaching Method for Mentally Retarded Students in SLB-C 

Bakti Luhur Malang”. 

 



1.2  Problem of the Study 

 The problems in this study are : 

1. What are the English teaching methods for mentally retarded students used by 

the teacher in SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang? 

2. How does the teacher implement the teaching method in the class? 

3. What is the problem faced by the teacher in applying the English teaching 

method? 

4. How does the teacher cope with the problem faced in applying the English 

teaching method? 

1.3  Purpose of the Study 

 The purpose of the study is to achieve a good result, that is to answer the 

problems of the study, which have been mentioned clearly before. They are 

formulated as follows: 

1. To describe the English teaching method for mentally retarded students used 

by the teacher in SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang. 

2. To describe how the teacher implement the teaching method in the class. 

3. To describe the problem faced by the teacher in applying the English teaching 

method. 

4. To describe the teacher’s way to cope with the problem faced in applying the 

English teaching method. 

1.4  Significance of the Study 

The researcher hopes that this study will have some significance and get the 

expected result. Generally, this study is expected to make the readers know the 

method in teaching English to mentally retarded students. Specifically, this study 



will be useful for the teacher to improve the method in teaching mentally retarded 

students. 

1.5  Scope and Limitation 

The scope of the study is the English teaching method for mild mentally 

retarded students. And the limitation of the study is the teacher who teaches 

English at sixth grade class SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang. 

1.6  Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher describes definition of key terms that correlate to the title in 

order to avoid misinterpretation of this thesis . The definition of key terms in this 

study are  as follows: 

 Case Study 

A case study is an intensive analysis of an individual unit (as a person or 

community) stressing developmental factors in relation to environment. 

(Merriam-Webster’s dictionary: 2009) 

 Teaching 

Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

giving instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with 

knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown: 2000). 

 Method 

Method is an overall plan for the orderly presentation of language 

material, no part of contradicts, and all of which is based upon the selected 

approach (Richard and Rodgers: 2001). 

 

 



 Mental Retardation 

A disability characterized by significant limitations both in intellectual 

functioning and in adaptive behavior, as expressed in conceptual, social, 

and practical adaptive skills. The disability originates before age 18 

(AAMR: 2002). 

 SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang 

SLB-C Bakti Luhur Malang is an educational foundation located in 

Malang, East Java, precisely its elementary school for mental retardation 

where this study is conducted. 

 


