
1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this part, the writer will explain the background of study, statement of 

problems, purposes of study, significant of study, scope and limitation of the study, 

and definition of key term. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

  Languange is a part of human life. It cannot be separated from them. 

Everyday, people use it for communicating with other people. They make some 

conversation, joking, etc by using it. No one leaves it, because when they do not 

have a language to say or to express, then they seem like a dead people who 

cannot do anything. Therefore, they need a good speaking, understanding, and 

hearing while they are communicating each other. Canadian Association of 

Speech-Language Pathologists and Audiologists (2000) stated that speaking, 

understanding, and hearing are essential skills in our society. But sometimes 

people do not have a good speaking, understanding, and hearing in their daily 

communication, so that, they get trouble while trying to express what they want 

to express. Then it makes the listeners or audiences cannot understand what 

they are saying or expressing. It seems like people who get some trouble in 

producing the speech, like people with stammer. 

  People, who have a normal function of their brain and speech organ, 

will have a good speech too. It is different from the people who do not have 

them. They will get difficulty in producing their speech. Chaer (2009: 148) said 

that the people who have thought and speech disorders, of course they have a 
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difficulty in producing speech, neither productive nor receptive. So, it is called 

as a language disorders. 

  According to Chaer (2009: 149), “Speech disorder is divided into two 

categories. They are speech mechanism disorder which involved the organic 

disorder, and psychogenic disorder.” 

Speech mechanism is a process of producing speech, which all organs of 

speech involve in this process, such as sound track, tongue, the muscles which 

shape pharyngeal and pharynx, and lungs. Therefore, if there are some people 

who have a problem with their organs of speech, and cause the speech disorder, 

then it is called as speech mechanism disorder. 

Whereas the psychogenic disorder is a speech disorder which takes 

place while people speaking and it is caused by the mental of people itself. 

Usually, this disorder takes place while the psychological of people experience 

some problem, for example like stammering, that is one of the motive that is 

caused by the effect of psychological. 

Stammer or usually called as stutter is a kind of speech disorders that 

involves the verbal communication, and the people who suffer it are sometimes 

repeating a letter or word while speeching. People who stutter may experience 

significant disruption to their communication and other aspects of life that 

involve verbal communication (Bricker-Katz et al., 2010). Besides, World 

Health Organization (in Yarus and Quesal, 2004) told that disorders in the 

rhythm of speech, in which the individual knows precisely what he/she wishes 

to say, but at the time is unable to say it because of an involuntary, repetitive 
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prolongation or cessation of a sound. Stuttering onset is usually during the pre-

school years and while some people recover others continue to stutter into older 

age (Bricker-Katz et al., 2010). 

Besides, Wingate (in Yarus and Quesal, 2004) told that; 

 “I. (a) Disruption in the fluency of verbal expression, which is (b) 

characterized by involuntary, audible or silent, repetitions or 
prolongations in the utterance of short speech elements, namely: sounds, 

syllables, and words of one syllable. These disruptions (c) usually occur 
frequently or are marked in character and (d) are not readily 
controllable.   

II.  Sometimes  the  disruptions  are  (e)  accompanied  by  accessory  
activities  involving  the  speech apparatus, related or unrelated body 

structures, or stereotyped speech utterances. These activities give the 
appearance of being speech-related struggle.  
III. Also, there are not infrequently (f) indications or report of the 

presence of an emotional state, ranging  from  a  general  condition  of  
„excitement‟  or  „tension‟  to  more  specific  emotions  of  a negative 

nature such as fear, embarrassment, irritation, or the like. (g) The 
immediate source of stuttering is some incoordination expressed in the 
peripheral speech mechanism; the ultimate cause is presently unknown 

and may be complex or compound” 
 

It can be concluded that stammer is a speech disorder which people 

always repeat the word they are saying. So it makes another people who listen 

cannot understand what they are saying.  

The King’s Speech is a movie which tells about a guy who suffers 

stuttering. He is a son of King of England (King George V), namely Prince 

Albert, that is cast by Colin Firth. He is the main character of this movie, that is 

in the middle of story he is crown as the King George VI. He is a stammering 

person in this movie, who cannot produce a speech fluently. He always repeats 

the letters or words he is saying, for example like “I have received from his 

majesty „t‟ek t‟ek‟ the King”, and it makes listeners cannot understand what he 
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is saying. After his first failed speech in front of audience, he and his beloved 

wife try to find a doctor who can help him to treat his problem. Then finally, his 

wife finds a doctor who can decrease the prince stammer. 

  “The King‟s Speech” movie is chosen by the writer as the object of the 

study because of this movie tells about the real life of King George VI (The 

King of England) and his friend, Lionel Logue, which took place in 1939s. 

Besides, there are three movies which tell about stammering character, such as 

Porky Pig is an animated cartoon character with stammer in “I Haven't Got a 

Hat” movie, William H. Macy is a stammering character in “Door to Door” 

movie, and the newest one is Colin Firth with the stammering character in “The 

King‟s Speech” movie, and it is the only one movie which tell about the 

stammering person with the therapist.  

  The previous research about speech disorder, which analyzed about 

the stammering people in same movie “The King‟s Speech” that had been 

conducted by Hinayati (2012), entitled “An Analysis of Bertie‟s Stammer in 

David Sadler‟s Film „The King‟s Speech‟” just focused on the basic problem of 

stammering suffered by Bertie (Prince Albert). It did not tell deeper about the 

result of therapy and some techniques suggested by speech therapist to be used 

by sufferer while speaking, in order to reduce the stammering. Therefore, it 

inspires the writer to conduct similar research in other problems, entitled “An 

Analysis on Reducing Speech Disorder of the Stammering Faced by Prince 

Albert in “The King’s Speech” Movie”. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Haven%27t_Got_a_Hat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/I_Haven%27t_Got_a_Hat
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_H._Macy
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1.2 Statements of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the problems of this study are as follows: 

1.2.1 What kind of method used by Prince Albert in reducing his stammer? 

1.2.2 How is the result of the therapy? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the  research problems stated above, the objectives of the study are: 

1.3.1. To know the method used by Prince Albert in reducing his stammer. 

1.3.2. To know the result of the therapy. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to be able to give information about 

psycholinguistics study, especially about “speech disorders” in order to enrich 

the knowledge related to this theory. 

Besides, it is also expected to give more explanation about speech 

disorders, which is focused in stammering and how people can reduce it. 

Moreover, this study is aimed to add the problems appeared in 

previous study that just focused on basic problems. So that, it can be useful for 

future researcher who will conduct similar research focus on stammering 

people. 

1.5 Scopes and Limitations 

  Since many problems and events happened in “The King‟s Speech” 

movie, and the previous researcher has analyzed some, then the writer just 

limits the study on the speech disorder, the result of therapy, and method used 

by stammering man in reducing the stammer in his speech. 
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1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To clarify and avoid misunderstanding the meaning of this research title, 

the terms are necessary to be defined as follows: 

1. Stammering : Stammering is a condition in which the person 

afflicted  is unable  to begin a word or a sentence no 

matter how  much effort may be directed toward the 

attempt to speak, or how well they may know what they 

wish to say (Bogue, 2009). 

2. Speech Disorder : a disability in producing speech sound, which is 

caused by some problems in the organs of speech 

(Chaer, 2009). 

3. The King‟s Speech : The movie which was adapted from the real life of 

The King of England, King George VI (The Duke of 

York), who suffered the speech disorder (stammer) and 

his speech therapists was Lionel Logue, who helped the 

King in reducing the speech disorder (Logue and 

Conradi, 2010). 


