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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter concentrates on the discussion of language explanation which 

used by all people on their daily life. This chapter presents background of the 

study, statement of the problem, significance of the study, scope and limitation 

and definition of key term 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

 Language has the functions in communication in order to deliver purposes. 

Languange is spoken by ordinary people in their lives . Language is meaningful. 

The reason to linguist, or anyone else, interested in studying language is that the 

sound produced in speech is connected with almost every fact of human life and 

communication (Dinneen, 1978:11). 

Nowdays, English using as a spoken language by about 375 million, as a 

second language by as many people and as a foreign language by around 750 

million (Why It's Important to Learn English | eHow.com download on 10th 

December 2011 at 23.20 pm).  These circumtances indicate that English language 

becomes an important langage in our life. Basicaly, English skills are 

distinguished into four parts, listening, speaking, reading and writing, all of which 

already thaught as separate subjects in English Department of UMM. Speaking 

and listening are the part of oral language. 

Western song is an instrument used by the researcher to conduct this 

study. Researchers have indicated for many years that there is a strong 

relationship between listening, speaking, reading and writing (Loban, 1963; 
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Menyuk, 1984). In this thesis the reseacher focuses on speaking, because speaking 

is one kind of verbal effort for human to communicate each other. Based on the 

opinion to build a convidence to do a conversation with the native, especially in 

English language, the speakers have to master speaking well. 

In speaking there is a part to produce sound, its pronunciation. 

Pronunciation is a part of speaking. Poor pronunciation is one of the biggest 

obstacles to communicate with others in U.S (Vitanova, Miller,2002). Good 

pronunciation will produce good speaking, and good speaking will extend our 

purpose easily. 

Pronunciation is the most important feature in speaking. If you speak 

correctly, academically and interestingly, but no one understands what you are 

talking about, you certainly lose your points (www.ielts-blog.com, download on 

7th April 2011 at 22.20 pm) 

There are researchers who conducted the study of relation between 

listening and pronounciation, such as Edwards (2009). In his research“The 

Correlation between Learner Autonomy and Cultural Sensivity in Japanese 

University Students Studying Abroad”, he discussed leaving one’s home and 

country for the first time and travelling highway arround the world to enter the 

home of stranger for one month and to communicate each day in foreign language 

that one cannot speak fluently on arrival in the host country does indeed require a 

certain degree of courage. The other researcher is White Head, in her research “ 

Listen And Then Pronounce Help For ESL Student”. She states by listening to 

music we can get some new vocabulary and a variety of words. In fact she 

suggests that we need to listen music at least three times a day. 
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The phenomenon of having the ability to speak influently happens to the 

learners, especially to the first semester in UMM. Commonly they produce wrong 

sounds and wrong articulation and they cannot pronounce well. Based on this 

circumtance, there are so many problems happening when they try to make a 

conversation each other. They cannot understand what the speakers say, the 

speakers have to repeat it more than one times. 

Based on the statement above, the researcher would like to do a reasearch 

in the title “The efectivness of listening to English songs to stimulate 

pronunciation practice ability of the 1st semester students of english department 

of UMM” and thereseacher do concentrate on Pronunciation Practice. 

By listening to English songs, the researcher wants to know the correlation 

between listening and speaking especially in pronunciation skill. However, 

whether you are young or old, listening music will give you benefit because they 

are fun and you have a variety of words that you would not normally find in many 

ESL books (Whitehead, 1993). 

 

1.2 Statement Of Problem 

Will teaching the student’s of 1st semester on English Department of 

UMM using English songs improve the student ability in pronunciation practice? 

  

1.3 Statement  Of Hypothesis 

1.Hi Teaching pronunciation to the 1st semster students of the English 

Department of UMM using English songs will improve their ability of 

pronunciation practice 



4 
 

 

2. Ho Teaching pronunciation to the 1st semster students of the English 

Department of UMM using English songs will not improve their ability in 

pronunciation practice 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

There are 2 things in significance of study, theoretical and practical aspect. 

For the theoretical aspect, listening English songs contributes the student to be 

more understand about the Pronunciation Practice lessons. For the practical 

aspect, can be an easy method that can be used by teachers to teach the students. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 To be more focus, this study has a limitation on certain focus and subject. 

The scope and limitation are determined as follows: focus in the study of 

Pronounciation Practice of the English Department of Muhammadiyah University 

of Malang in the first semester.  

 

1.6 Definition of key term 

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the terms used in this study, the 

researcher needs to clarify the terms as described below: 

1.6.1 .Language 

 A human system of communication that uses arbitrary signals, such as 

voice, sounds, gestures, or written symbols (http:// grammar.about.com/ 

od/il/g/languageterm.htm). Based on the statement about human system of 
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communication above, it can be seen that language is the most important skill that 

humans use to communicate each other, sharing of information, socialize, etc. 

1.6.2. English song 

English song is a song that used English lyric with general meaning 

depending on the topic from the composer. According to the explaination above 

the researcher can conclude that western song is a song made by western people 

with a lyric in English language.   

1.6.3. Listening 

 Listening is a critical component in communication, it is also complex and 

involves its own dynamic process of receiving stimuli, assigning meaning, and 

formulating responses. Listening is so interesting to human beings that entire 

books have been written, numerous definitions have been proposed, and special 

college courses and curricula have been developed to help us understand this often 

elusive subject more completely (Sheldon, 69). We can conclude that listening is 

kind of input for us to learn a conversation or imitate what the speaker says as our 

communication. 

 

1.7 Pronunciation 

 It refers to the way a word or a language is spoken, or the manner in which 

someone utters a word. If one is said to have "correct pronunciation", then it refers 

to both within a particular dialect (dictionary.reference.com/browse/pronounce). 

Based on that statement we can conclude that pronunciation is the most important 

factor to conduct a good conversation.  

 


