
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

English as an International has an important language role in the world 

including in Indonesia. In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language that is 

taught from Elementary School level to University level. English in Elementary 

School has now come to be carried out as a legitimate subject with the position as 

a legitimate subject. It is relevant with the Degree of Ministry of Education and 

Culture (RI/NO.0487/4/1992, chapter VIII) which states that an Elementary 

School can include extra lessons in its curriculum as long as they are not in 

contradiction with the objectives of National Education. It means that teaching 

English can be conducted in the Elementary School of third grade. 

Teaching English consists of two parts. They are language skills and 

language component. Language skills are reading, speaking, writing and listening. 

Language components are pronunciation, structure and vocabulary. Here, the 

thesis writer focuses her discussion on vocabulary as one of the language 

components. The interest of focusing on vocabulary is in line with the Ministry of 

Culture and Education statement (NO.172/104/4/94/SK) which states that by the 

end of Elementary School the students are expected tomaster 500 items of simple 

English vocabulary. 

Vocabulary is the meaning of words in a sentence, and more particularly 

the body of words known as an individual.According to Napa (in Intari 2004), 

vocabulary is one of the components of language and there are no languages that 



exist without words. A comprehensive vocabulary bank is required to succeed in 

basic skill areas as well as more specific content areas. Furthermore, Sabillah 

(2004) stated that one of the language components to be given to the learner’s is 

vocabulary. 

One of the important factors in teaching vocabulary is the teacher’s 

teaching technique. Technique of teaching is one factor that plays an important 

role in determining the success of student’s achievement (Sabillah, 2001). It 

means that an activity depends on the teacher’s technique. So, in teaching 

vocabulary the teachers must be creative and able to explain the material clearly to 

make the students interest and understand it. Consequently, the teachers need to 

manipulate some techniques in order to support the teaching and learning process. 

The statement above is supported by Anand (2002) who investigated the 

teaching of English vocabulary to children at SD 1 Mulya Agung, Jetis, Malang. 

He found that the effective teaching techniques of vocabulary were guessing 

pictures, asking and answering questions and singing a song. The children are 

very enthusiastic because they were free to express their abilities. Rachmajanti (in 

Cahyono 1993) stated that many people agree that a pleasant condition 

madelearners feel well. Besides, in his research, Basuki (2006) who investigated 

the techniques of teaching vocabulary to the third years students of SDN 

Bangselok III Sumenep Madurafound out that the effective teaching techniques of 

vocabulary are include the translation technique, the synonym and definition 

technique, the contrast and opposite technique, the visual technique, the visual 

technique, the repetition technique and the game technique. Of those six 



techniques above the game technique was the most interesting because students 

could enjoy the material presented. As a result, they could learn to comprehend 

the vocabulary used in a text more easily. 

Based on the background presented above, it is necessary for the reseacher 

to study about the techniques of teaching vocabulary, the way how the teachers 

apply the techniques of teaching and the advantages and the disadvantages of the 

techniques used in SD Muhammadyah Magetan. This school is chosen as the 

object of the study because the English teacher in this school does not have 

English education background. It is predicted that it has an effect on the EFL 

profession as stated by Fonocchiaro, that teacher is the key person. The teacher 

needs certain skill and attitudes which the language learning program doomed to 

failure (1946). Infact,the teacher didn’t have English backgroundbut she teaches 

English from the third grade until sixth grade students.The teacher said that third 

grade students ignored their teacher during the class and they talked each other. 

Besides, they were difficult to be controlled and less attention to the teacher. 

Moreover, the students actively moved to do somethings that made them happy 

and relaxed.So the reseacher focused on the third grade students because students 

in this level are very talkative, active to move around and playing with their 

friends. Thus, playing is the most common activities for children to gain their 

knowledge. It is important to make consideration to the techniques for teaching 

English to children because it making the students interested in joining the 

English subject, helping the comprehension, and make them active in the class. 

 



1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the study stated above, the problems are formulated as follows: 

1. What are the techniques used by the teacher in teaaching vocabulary for 

the third grade students of SD Muhammadyah Magetan? 

2. How does the English teacher apply the techniques in teaching vocabulary 

to procedure the third grade students of SD Muhammadyah Magetan? 

3. What are the advantages and the disadvantages of using the techniques 

used by the teacher in teaching vocabulary for the third students of SD 

Muhammadyah Magetan? 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Related to the research questions above, the purposes of this study are: 

1. To know the techniques used by English teacher in teaching vocabulary to 

the third grade students of SD Muhammadyah Magetan. 

2. To describe the procedure how the teacher applies those techniques in 

teaching vocabulary to the third students of SD Muhammadyah Magetan. 

3. To describe the advantages and the disadvantages of those techniques used 

by English teacher in teaching vocabulary to the third grade students of SD 

Muhammadyah Magetan. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to give contribution to the English 

teachers about the techniques applied in the teaching vocabulary for young 

learners to the third grade students of SD Muhammadyah Magetan as a feedback. 

After knowing the techniques of teaching vocabulary, it is expected that the 



teachers could improve their techniques in teaching vocabulary. Besides that, the 

finding of this study will enrich their teaching technique of vocabulary to be 

applied. Furthermore, the outcome of this research will contribute to the 

improvement of teaching technique vocabulary of the Elementary School level. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

This study focuses on the techniques used by the teacher in teaching 

vocabulary. The subject of this study is limited to teaching at the third grade 

students of SD Muhammadyah Magetan. 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

Certain key terms related to the problems of this study need to be defined 

in order to avoid misunderstanding. The terms which need to be defined are as 

follows: 

Techniques are the ways and means adopted by the teacher to direct the 

learner’s activities toward an objective. Techniques are the tools of the teachers in 

teaching (Gerlach, Ely, Melnick 1980:187). 

Teaching is guiding a facilitating learning, enabling the learner to learn, 

setting the conditions for learning (Brown, 2000:7). 

Elementary school is place of child between 6-12 years old comes to have 

formal study which holds the role from the minister of education (Halliwel, in 

Sabillah 2001). 

Vocabulary is the total number of words which (with rules in combining 

them) make up a language (A.S. Hornby’s dictionary, 1987:959). 

 


