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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the study, the statement of the problem, 

the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and limitation, and 

the definition of key term. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

      As an international language, English plays an important role in every aspect of 

the world’s society. It means that people should try to be able to speak English to 

make relationship with other countries in the world. Therefore, English is to be taught 

as a foreign language in Indonesia. It is stated on the English School-Based 

Curriculum (Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan, 2011) of Junior High School. 

      Basically, there are four language skills that students should master, they are 

speaking, listening, writing, and reading. In learning a language, reading has an 

important role in education. According to Anderson, et.al (1985, in Lipson and 

Wixson, 1991:13), “Reading is the process of constructing meaning through the 

dynamic interaction among the reader, the text, and the context of the reading 

situation”. Reading can also enrich knowledge and increase vocabulary. Realizing the 

importance of reading, students are expected to be able to not only read but also 

understand the meaning. Carnine and Silbert (1979, in Mercer and Mercer, 1989:334) 

argue that reading experiences strongly influence a student’s self-image and feeling 
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of competency. It means students who read often their knowledge will increase and 

solve the problem.   

Reading is an important skill in learning a language that should be mastered by 

students because it is a basic communication. In the School-Based Curriculum 

(Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan, 2011), students in Junior High are expected 

to reach functional level, meaning to communicate in English both oral and written 

language to solve the daily problems. They are expected to increase their knowledge 

by reading texts. In this case, the students must be able to comprehend types of texts 

which are taught in Junior High School.  

Reading is not a new subject for students of junior high school. However, several 

junior high students still face difficulties in learning English, especially reading 

subject. This statement is supported by Sari (2009) in her research on difficulties 

faced by the eighth year students of Junior High in comprehending reading texts. The 

most common difficulty was in comprehending the whole selection. The second most 

difficulty was in comprehending words or vocabulary, followed by difficulties in 

comprehending paragraphs and sentences, respectively. A similar study is found in 

Wathoni (2010) which shows that students had lack of vocabulary, lack of 

background on knowledge about the text, and lack of grammar.    

Based on the Standard of Competencies and Basic Competencies of, types of 

texts that should be taught at the second grade of Junior High are descriptive, recount, 

and narrative. Recount is a text which retells a series of events, usually in the order 

they occur. According to Pardiyono (2006:163), “Recount means an event that 
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contains chronological or occurred activities in the past. It is focus on retelling the 

occurred experience in the past. Therefore, the social function is to retell activities for 

the purpose of informing or entertaining”. In other words, students can use their story 

or experience to help understanding recount texts.  

In this study, the focus is on the students’ difficulties in comprehending recount 

texts because of their low ability in comprehending recount texts. This is based on the 

result of previous research conducted by Mutmainah (2010) in her research on the 

ability of Junior High students in comprehending recount texts. She found that the 

ability in comprehending recount text was fair, seen from the students’ test result 

which was only 61.7. This shows that several of the second grades of Junior High 

students still had difficulties to understand recount texts. Therefore, it is essential to 

observe and analyze the student’s difficulties in comprehending recount texts and the 

factors causing difficulties faced by the students. 

Based on the statement above, it is interesting to conduct a research entitled the 

difficulties faced by the second grade students and the factors that cause them in 

comprehending recount text at SMP Negeri 1 Prambon-Sidoarjo.  
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, the problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What are the difficulties faced by the second grade of junior high students in 

comprehending recount texts? 

2. What are the factors causing the difficulties faced by the second grade of junior 

high students in comprehending recount texts? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

     Related to the problems of the study above, the purposes of the study are: 

1. To know the difficulties faced by the second grade of junior high students in 

comprehending recount texts. 

2.  To know the factors causing the difficulties faced by the second grade of junior 

high students in comprehending recount texts. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study is expected to be useful for English teachers of Junior 

High Schools, particularly of SMP Negeri 1 Prambon-Sidoarjo in teaching reading 

especially, recount texts. They may know their students’ difficulties and the causes of 

the difficulties in comprehending recount texts. Besides, they can help their students 

improve the students’ reading comprehension. 
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It is also expected that the result will be useful for the Junior High School 

students in learning types of texts and recount texts, in particular. They will know 

their weaknesses and the causes of the difficulties in comprehending recount texts. 

So, they would not get difficulties when they learn types of the texts, especially 

recount texts. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is on the students’ difficulties in comprehending recount 

texts at SMP Negeri 1 Prambon-Sidoarjo. The choice of recount texts is because of 

the low ability of students in comprehending recount texts. Therefore, it is essential to 

observe and analyze the student’s difficulties in comprehending recount texts and the 

factors causing difficulties faced by the students. This research only takes the second 

grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Prambon-Sidoarjo in academic 2011-2012 as the 

subject of the study because recount text is taught from this level.  

 

1.6    Definition of Key Term 

     To avoid misunderstanding in terms and content in this study, the writer defines 

several of the key terms which are used in this study: 

1. Difficulty is a condition that students unable to solve the problem in 

understanding recount texts.  

2. Comprehending is the students’ ability in finding out of detail meaning from 

recount texts.  
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3. Recount text is a text that retells activities occured in the past. 


