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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this chapter, the writer wants to describe about background of the study, 

statement of the problem, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Literature is a result of creation and creativity of an author that describes all 

the events experienced by people in their daily life. The author creates a literary work 

based on his experience and observation of life. Literature is an imitation of life 

which is expressed by the author’s imagination. Rene and Austin stated about the 

definition of literature as follows:  

Literature is a social institution, using medium language, a social creation. 

Such traditional literary derives as symbolism and meter are social in their 

very nature. They are conventions and norms, which could have arisen only in 

society. But, further more, literature “represent life” and life is a large 

measure, a social reality, even though the natural world and the inner or 

subjective world of the individual have also been objects of literary imitation 

(1963: 94). 

 

Literature is a representation or reflection of human life. The author uses 

language as a medium in a powerful, effective, and captivating manner to paint his 

description of human experience. In other words, we can say that literature is an art of 

language. Besides that, literature is like a symbolism of life because it is used as 

convention and norm of society. 
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Literature as a result of human creativity loads with values, both the beauty 

values for recreation and moral values for education. It shows that by reading literary 

work, people can find out the values of life, customs arrangement, a belief, and 

worldview of others or society. In other words, all of us who read literature will find 

the knowledge of human affairs broad and deeper, whether in the individual, the 

social, the racial or the international sphere. We will understand the possibilities of 

human life, both for good and evil, how to live at a particular time and place, with all 

pleasures, vexations, or problems, and perhaps be able to make right rather than 

wrong choices. 

In general, literature has several genres. One of them is drama. According to 

Mikics (2007: 93), “Drama derives from the Greek word for doing, draein: a drama is 

something done onstage. The fundamental situation of drama is the presence of an 

actor or actors onstage, facing us and eliciting our response.” It shows that as a 

literary form, drama is designed for the theatre because characters are assigned roles 

and they act out their roles as the action is enacted on stage. Drama is an important 

branch in literature and reflects the most reality of all literary works. It presents a 

story realistically through the actors to the audience. Therefore, drama can be the 

most effective tool for reminding people about the dangers of something, for instance 

AIDS, Drugs, Free Sex, Smoking, Infidelity, Corruption, and so on. In this case, 

besides entertaining, drama can also educate, inform, enlighten, and even mobilize 

people at the same time. 
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Sumaryadi stated by learning drama, people can be educated, directed, and 

influenced. Moral and art should be cooperated in order to form the character 

building and moral of future generations (1987). From drama, people do not only get 

a pleasure or satisfaction in enjoying drama as their entertainment, but also they can 

get many useful things in case of forming their “character building” especially for 

children. Realized or not, people will be influenced by values, moral messages, and 

positive behaviors that are embodied in drama. So, we can conclude that drama can 

support character building system in Indonesia. Besides as a literary work, drama has 

been taught as one of the subjects of study which is compulsory to be taken by every 

student of English Department of University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

Therefore, regarding to the explanations above, the writer decides to take 

drama as her research. The drama studied is a tragedy drama “Othello” written by 

William Shakespeare, which the writer focuses on the protagonist’s jealousy. The 

writer chooses jealousy as the main problem to be analyzed because this drama 

represents jealousy as one of the most corrupting and destructive emotions. It is 

jealousy that causes the downfall of protagonist Othello. There are also some other 

reasons why the writer would like to analyze William Shakespeare’s drama “Othello” 

that focuses on Othello’s jealousy. Firstly, this drama can be a lesson because we 

know almost everybody has personality of jealousy and it’s a normal personality, but 

if it is so strong, jealousy can be dangerous either to oneself or other people. 

Secondly, “Othello” with the most tragic ending of all Shakespeare’s dramas is one of 

the most important and popular tragedies in Elizabethan period. Another reason is 
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that William Shakespeare, the author of the drama, is one of the greatest Elizabethan 

poets and playwrights who ever lived. One more thing that we can take from this 

drama is the character building that is beneficial for education system as the writer 

discussed in early. They are honor, courtesy, self-confidence, and honesty. So, we do 

not only get story about love or romance, jealousy, sadness, or other conflicts, but 

also we can get the messages of moral value that can be told to our students or 

children which have correlation with character building in their daily school life. 

Finally, this drama will give good impacts toward their behavior in the school. 

The whole depiction above becomes the reasons why the writer intends to 

conduct this thesis. However, Othello has been researched in several times. The first 

is Ernestina Vena (2009) with “A Psychoanalysis Study of Othello’s Search for Self-

esteem that Ends in His Downfall in Shakespeare’s Othello”. She uses psychoanalysis 

as the theory in analyzing her research. The second is Durratul Hikmah (2010) with 

“A Woman’s Roles in William Shakespeare’s Othello”. She uses feminist literary 

criticism in Shakespeare’s Othello especially discussing about woman’s power in her 

role in society. Those previous studies prove that Othello is a literary work which has 

attracted some researchers to give a critical comment through various perspectives. 

However, this study has different perspective in analyzing the literary work. The 

writer decides to conduct “An Analysis of Othello’s Jealousy as the Cause of the 

Tragedies in William Shakespeare’s Drama Othello”. This study does not only 

describe Othello’s jealousy, but also the causes and the effects which affect the 

tragedies in the story. 

http://dvanhlast.wordpress.com/2009/12/14/a-psychoanalysis-study-of-othellos-search-for-selfesteem-that-ends-in-his-downfall-in-shakespeares-othello/
http://dvanhlast.wordpress.com/2009/12/14/a-psychoanalysis-study-of-othellos-search-for-selfesteem-that-ends-in-his-downfall-in-shakespeares-othello/
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1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Othello was the protagonist character. He played important role in this 

tragedy. He became consumed by jealousy when he believed that his wife, 

Desdemona, was being unfaithful, without necessarily knowing all of the facts. His 

jealousy led him to go mad and, finally, caused tragedies that were proved by the 

death of both his wife and himself. 

Based on those events, the writer formulates the problem of study as follows: 

1. What are the kinds of Othello’s jealousy in William Shakespeare’s drama 

“Othello”? 

2. What are the causes of Othello’s jealousy in William Shakespeare’s drama 

“Othello”? 

3. What are the effects of Othello’s jealousy in William Shakespeare’s drama 

“Othello”? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Based on the statement of the problem, the purposes of this study are: 

1. To know the kinds of Othello’s jealousy in William Shakespeare’s drama 

“Othello”. 

2. To know the causes of Othello’s jealousy in William Shakespeare’s drama 

“Othello”. 

3. To know the effects of Othello’s jealousy in William Shakespeare’s drama 

“Othello”. 
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1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study has some significance. Firstly, it can be used as an additional 

reference to develop the knowledge about literary work especially about drama. 

Secondly, it is expected to give the readers some messages of moral values about the 

danger of jealousy in Othello. Thirdly, it gives more information about one of 

William Shakespeare’s dramas. Fourthly, it is aimed to motivate English department 

students of UMM to love literature, especially drama. Finally, this study is to enlarge 

students’ knowledge in analyzing literary works especially that are interested in 

drama. 

 

1.5 Scopes and Limitation  

This study is focused on the William Shakespeare’s drama “Othello”. There 

are many topics that can be analyzed in this drama, but in this study, the writer only 

focuses on jealousy. There are also some jealousies done by some characters, 

meanwhile, for the limitation of study, the writer tries to analyze Othello’s jealousy. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding while reading this study, the writer 

provides the definition of key terms concerning with the title used in this research: 

1. Drama is one of the literary works that presents a story of human life that is told 

on stage, seen by the audience, and presented in form of dialogue, movement, and 
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behavior, with or without decoration, based on written texts/scripts (product of 

literary art) or improvised, with or without music, song, and dance. 

2. Characters are people who play a role in a drama. “Character is a person depicted 

in a narrative or drama” (Quinn, 2006: 72). 

3. Protagonist is defined as a chief character in a play or story. Although the 

protagonist is often referred to a good guy in most of the stories, he can be a bad 

guy as well, but he is the principal and central character whose rival is the 

antagonist. 

4. Othello is the protagonist character that the writer analyzed. He who experienced 

the jealousy.  

5. Jealousy is born when someone feels his/her lover directs his/her love to another 

person, then he/she will feel the multiple emotions such as anger, hate, sadness and 

a desire to hurt. According to Gale Encyclopedia of Psychology, jealousy is a 

combination of emotional reactions, including fear, anger, and anxiety (2001). 

6. Tragedy is drama that performs a sad character that gets into dangerous situation 

because of disadvantages thing, for example jealousy or ambition. “Drama 

showing the ruin of downfall of the principle character” (Webster’s 

Comprehensive Dictionary, 1987: 386). 

 


