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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problem, 

purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, 

and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Nowadays, English has become an international language. English has 

been used by many countries in the world and in many aspects, such as 

economics, politics, health, technology, and education. English is also used in 

international events, such as seminar, public discussion, conference and treaty. It 

cannot be denied that English has an important role in the educational policy in 

Indonesia. The students of different kinds of school levels learn English. They 

start learning it from elementary school to university. English becomes one of the 

subjects of national examination for junior high schools and senior high schools. 

This indicates the importance of English in the educational system in Indonesia. 

So, mastering English as a foreign language is essential, especially in the present 

era of globalization. 

Formally, the beginners learn English in the school. English course books 

become the media to help student learn English. By using this book, students can 

learn and read the book to get information and add their knowledge. Therefore, to 
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be able to comprehend the English formation, we cannot only concentrate on the 

vocabulary only, but we also have to know about using sentences. The people 

should understand and should handle on the structure of sentences to get and send 

the basic idea of the sentence (Houp and Pearsall, as quoted by Fadilah, 2008:1). 

Thus, study types of English sentences are very important to know the message of 

the sentence. 

In addition, understanding English sentences also can achieve a very high 

degree of correctness and prevent misperception and miscommunication, 

especially on getting knowledge. We know that many of people in the world use 

their own style in producing English orally or written one. In fact, when people 

start writing an English sentence, they tend to make more mistakes than those who 

speak an English utterance since writing includes many aspects not only grammar, 

but also spelling and other technical problems. 

When we express utterances into sentences, we have to understand how 

the words are arranged correctly and learn the patterns or types of sentences along 

with the characteristics and the uses. Sentence is a set of words expressing a 

statement, a question or command. Usually sentence contains a subject and a verb. 

In written English, a sentence begins with a capital letter and end with a full stop 

or an equivalent mark (Hornby, 1995: 1071). Sentence has two elements namely 

subject and predicate. Subject is a something which is said. And the predicate is 

used to say something about its subject while the position of the predicate is 

commonly after the subject.  
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Sentence has four type’s simple, complex, compound, and compound-

complex sentence. The first type of sentence is simple sentence. A simple 

sentence is a sentence which has one subject and one predicate. Secondly, a 

compound sentence is a sentence that contains two or more simple sentence. The 

third type is complex sentence. A complex sentence is a sentence that contains 

one independent clause and at least one dependent clause. And the last type is 

compound-complex sentence, a sentence that has two or more independent 

clauses and one or more dependent clause.  

Meanwhile, beside has four type sentence also has four functions 

declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, and imperative sentence. A declarative 

sentence is a sentence which makes a statement, in positive or negative, it begins 

with a capital letter and end with a period. An interrogative sentence is a sentence 

that used to ask question, begins with capital letter and end with a question mark. 

An imperative sentence is a sentence which gives a command or makes a request. 

And a sentence that shows excitement or expresses strong feeling is called 

exclamatory sentence.  

All of the types of English sentence have a big influence for English 

learners. Therefore, learning type of sentence will help them to solve their 

problems in learning English, especially for the beginners. By reading text in the 

course book which they get from school will help them learn English sentence 

while they are reading the text. 
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English sentence plays very important role in the reading text on course 

books for Elementary school. A reading text employs illustration word’s power to 

attract the attention. Sentence in reading text is presented to make clear the 

message based on the illustration. Therefore, people, especially students in 

Elementary School will easily recognize that the reading text has a sentence 

construction. 

This study focuses on the type of English sentence of reading text of 

English course book for Elementary School Grade VI. The researcher uses 

reading text on “MODUL” course book (second semester) published by Graha 

Ilmu Mulia used by the sixth grade students of Elementary School in Kecamatan 

Banyuputih Situbondo as the data sources. Because, it an effort to complete 

learning sources in a process of English learning in Elementary school.     

This study has relation to the previous researches on the same field. Nur 

(2004) focused her research on type of sentences used in the main issues in reform 

magazine. From the whole editions of reform magazine that were analyzed, she 

found that the whole data are used four types of sentence and the most dominant 

types of sentence is simple sentence. 

Indra (2005) conducted the study on the type sentence patterns on reading 

texts of SMU textbook published by Grafindo Media Pratama. The finding 

showed that the English textbook published by Grafindo Media Pratama covers 

four types of sentence, and the most dominant types is complex sentence. 
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The last research was done by Diah (2010), she investigated on an analysis 

on English sentence types of reading textbook “Get along with English” for junior 

high school. She found that all the reading texts in reading textbook “Get along 

with English” for junior high school grade VII, mostly used the type of simple 

sentence.  

Based on the reasons described previously, it is interesting to analyze the 

English structures on reading text on “MODUL” course book (second semester) 

for Elementary School of the Sixth Grade using the type of English sentence since 

knowing that people will be able to understand the message conveyed and also to 

know the idea of sentence especially in reading text.  

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems  

Based on the background of the study above, the researcher intends to 

answer two questions as follows: 

1. What are the types of the English sentences in reading text book on 

“MODUL” course book for Elementary School of the Sixth Grade? 

2. What types of English sentence is mostly used in reading text book on 

“MODUL” course book for Elementary School of the Sixth Grade? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

Concerning the problems mentioned above, this study is intended to 

identify: 
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1. The types of English sentences of reading text book on “MODUL” 

course book for Elementary School of the Sixth Grade.  

2. The type of English sentence is mostly used in reading text book on 

“MODUL” course book for Elementary School of the sixth Grade. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of the study has both theoretical and practical significance. The 

theoretical significance is that the result of the study will be a valuable input for 

both the teachers and the students in learning English.  

Practically, this finding also hoped that it is able to enrich knowledge and 

give contribution and information for teacher in learning and teaching English, 

especially for the English teachers in elementary school. So, teacher can use this 

study as a basis in choosing the better course book for elementary school that is 

suitable for their students. Then, researcher also hopes that this study can be as a 

reference for further researchers who are interested in conducting the similar field. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study 

To avoid the general explanation of this study being very broad, the 

researcher sets a scope that only focuses on analyzing the type of English 

sentences of Reading Texts on “MODUL” course book (second semester) 

published by Graha Ilmu Mulia used by the sixth grade students of Elementary 

School in Kecamatan Banyuputih Situbondo There are six reading texts in the 
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course book, and the researcher takes all the texts as data. The researcher does not 

analyze other things except what have been stated on the problems of study. 

 

1.6 Definition of the Key Terms 

To avoid the ambiguity and misunderstanding or misinterpretation about 

the terms which are used in this study and also make this study be clear for the 

reader, the researcher would define the key terms used in this study. 

The terms will be explained below: 

Sentence : A set of words expressing a statement, a question or 

command, usually contains a subject and a verb and 

begins with a capital letter and with a full stop or an 

equivalent mark. 

Text : The main written or printed part of a book or page and the 

written form of a speech, an article and any form of 

written material. 

Course book : A book which is used by student as the reference of study. 

Reading Text : A text which is handled by students or teachers to help 

their learning process. 

Sentence Patterns :  Rules that govern sentence building and the fundamentals 

of how those units of thought that we call sentences are 

constructed 


