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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study  

Nowadays, Information and Communication Technology (ICT) like internet is a 

fast important element in the life of Indonesians. People are interested in using 

internet in their daily life not only to find news, entertainment but also to 

communicate.  

As the impact of the global communication grows, people consider to join social 

networking to get information, make interaction and communication with all people 

in the world, in scope of internet users. According to Weber (2009: 7), “Social 

networks are places where people with a common interest activities using Web-based 

tools to communicate with one another”. 

There are some social networking found in internet: Friendster, twitter, Myspace,  

Facebook and many more. According to Boyd (2004:1),” Friendster is a website that 

allows people to explicitly articulate their social network, present themselves through 

a profile (interests and demographics), post public testimonials about one another, 

and browse a network of people”. Friendster is built on the assumption that friends 

of- friends are more likely to be good dates than strangers. 

MySpace has built a lot of its popularity around its music services. There are said 

to be over three million bands and musicians registered on it, trying to attract a fan 

base from the 200 million registered accounts. MySpace was the 8th largest referrer 
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of traffic to HMV.co.uk, more even than the MSN search engine (Mayfield: 2008; 

14).  

Twitter was launched in 2006 by San Francisco start-up company Obvious Corp. 

In April 2007, Obvious, LLC spun off the service as a separate entity under the name 

Twitter, Inc. with Jack Dorsey as CEO. Based on Boyd (2009:75), “Twitter is a social 

networking, allowing people to easily and instantly post status updates and news. 

Twitter allows users to send “tweets” consisting of no more than 140 character of 

word via twitterrific and twittbi”.   

 One of the most interesting pages is www.facebook.com. Facebook becomes a 

phenomenon in Indonesia. It is proved about 17.72% (43.06 million) users has been 

already register in facebook (socialbakers.com). They can do anything with facebook 

because, facebook is one of social networking that helps people to communicate more 

efficiently and easily with their family and their friends. They also can express their 

imagination, creativity, and get more information of it. 

There are many features in facebook that make users interested, such as tag photo 

that is used for showing the photo and tag to their friends, chatting that is used for 

direct conversation with your friends who are online at the same time you are, poke 

that is used for saying “hello”, news feed that is used for informatory, game that is 

used for relaxation and facebook status update that is used for sharing.  

From all of these features, Facebook status update is the one of features that is 

always used by every user to share their direct activity that they do, to share their 

feeling, and other friends could give the direct comments, to choose like sign or 

symbols to show that the reader interested in the status. 

http://www.facebook.com/
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Talking about symbols, people use symbols as a need in communication also. 

Symbols are also used by all kinds of group of people who share the same situation 

and interest. It also can be found in writing facebook status update. Facebookers 

include symbols such as picture of emotion to show expression, for example; happy 

(:) ), angry (:-|| ), sad (:-( ), and many others to make the status more 

interesting.  

Samad (2004: 28), analyzed the symbols used on the internet yahoo chat, she 

found that there are 20 symbols in yahoo messenger; the serve only gave some 

symbols and pictures commonly used by chatter.  

Steven and Julie (2010:18), classify the emotion in Facebook status messages 

due to their nature. They analyze the suitability of various approaches to Facebook 

status messages by comparing the performance with symbols or labeling that the 

facebokers used in facebook status messages. So they classify became binary and 

multi-class sentiment labeling.  

Based on the statement above, the study will be conducted on analyzing of the 

symbols found in the facebook. The reason why the researcher decides to analyze is 

that symbols are used in writing facebook status update, every facebooker include 

symbols in the status to express their feeling. They also used the symbols to make the 

status more interesting to read, because in facebook, there are many variation of 

picture of emotion that can be used it. The usages make the researcher curious to 

know what symbols are, and what the meaning of the symbols. This phenomenon 

brings the researcher to analyze it.  
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1.2 Statements of Problem    

Based on the background of study above, the researcher formulates the problem 

as follows: 

1. What are the symbols commonly used on the facebook status update by the 

facebookers? 

2. What is the meaning of the symbols used on facebook status update by the 

facebookers? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study  

1. To know the symbols commonly used on the facebook status update by the 

facebookers. 

2. To know the meaning of the symbols in facebook status update by the 

facebookers. 

 

1.4 Scope and Limitation  

The scope of this study is symbols such us picture of emotion used by the 

facebookers in writing facebook status update. It is limited on facebook status 

update of faceboookers on 13
th

 May up to 9
th

 June 2012.   

 

1.5 Significant of the Study 

Hopefully, this study is intended to give scientific information for readers 

about symbols in facebook. The researcher hopes the result of this study will give 
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something meaningful to literary research and it can be used as for reference for 

students of English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang who 

study semiotic subject and also as an encouragement for those who want to do 

further research.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms   

1. Social networks are places where people with a common interest or concern 

come together to meet people with similar interests, express themselves and 

communicate (Weber, 2009)   

2. Facebook is social utility that connect people with others who work, study 

and live around world (www.allfacebook.com). 

3. Update status also referred to simply as status which allows users to post 

message for all their friends to read. In turn friend can respond with their 

comment (Zuckberg, 2009). 

4. A symbol is the use of a concrete object to represent an abstract idea (Louis: 

2011:1). 
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