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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

 This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and definition 

of the key terms. They are presented consecutively in the following section. 

1.1. Background of the Study 

Kusnosoebroto (1988) states that “Literature is rooted in one of the most basic 

human desires, and men have taken pleasure in the imaginary adventures and 

experiences of imaginary people.” It means that literature is human’s expression 

which derives from human desire. And when people read literature, they can get a 

pleasure from imaginary adventures and experiences presented in the literature. 

Therefore, by reading literature, people will get new insight and new experience 

indirectly from the story. 

Related to reading literature such as drama, short story, or novel, Connolly (in 

Koesnosoebroto, 1988) states, the reason for reading literature is because of hunger of 

information, or amusement, or solace, because of an appetite for truth that seem to 

grow by what it feeds on. Thus, it can be concluded that literature can expand 

people’s imagination and it does not only give the reader enjoyment but also give 

understanding of life.  

Novel is one of literary works which is interesting to read because it will not 

make the reader satisfied because of being curious to the next story when they read. 

Its element, such as plot, which contains rising action, climax, etc. can make the 



 2

readers suspense, even enhance their emotions. In a novel the readers can find 

exploration of human personality through the description described by the author. 

Sometimes the author describes the characters’ personality of the novel through the 

emotions expression.    

Helen Keller is the novel based on the real story of a girl named Helen Keller. 

It  tells about a blind and deaf girl who finally became a writer, speaker, and traveller. 

The deficiency which she faced made her struggle much harder than others. It also 

made her emotions were unstable. This novel contains experiences, problems, and 

struggles of human being with physical deficiencies and often enhance her emotions. 

That makes this novel worth to analyze.   

Based on the background above, the writer is interested in analyzing Helen’s 

emotion in “Helen Keller” novel and the analysis is entitled “An Analysis of Helen’s 

Emotion in George Sullivan’s Novel Helen Keller”  

1.2. Statement of the Problems 

In order to make the study clear, the writer needs to state the problems. Based 

on the research background stated above, the writer formulates the problems as 

follows: 

1. What are Helen’s emotions in George Sullivan’s novel Helen Keller? 

2. How are Helen’s emotions expressed in George Sullivan’s novel Helen 

Keller? 

3. What are the effects of Helen’s emotion toward herself in George Sullivan’s 

novel Helen Keller? 
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1.3. Purposes of the Study 

Based on statement of the problems above, this study has the objectives as 

follows: 

1. To identify Helen’s emotions in George Sullivan’s novel Helen Keller. 

2. To describe the way Helen expresses her emotions in George Sullivan’s novel 

Helen Keller. 

3. To know the effects of Helen’s emotions toward herself in George Sullivan’s 

novel Helen Keller. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

The result of this study has significance for several parties. The first is for 

English Department students. The students can take the lesson about emotion, which 

can reflect human personality. Furthermore, it is expected to encourage students to 

study much more about novel which is a reflection of human life. The second is for 

lecturers. The lecturers can use this study as reference when they teach psychological 

aspect, especially about emotion or teach psycholinguistics. The third is for other 

researchers. It is hoped that this study can be an inspiration for them who are 

interested in analyzing novels.  

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

This study is focused on emotion. Emotion studied here is limited on Helen’s 

emotion, the way the emotion expressed and the effect of emotion for herself, in the 

Helen Keller novel written by George Sullivan.  

 

 



 4

1.6. Definition of the Key Terms 

Analysis is the detailed study or examination of something in order to understand 

more about it (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 2011). 

Emotion is feeling or affect that involves a mixture of psychological arousal and overt 

behavior (Santrock, 2001) 

Helen Keller Novel is the novel based on the true story of Helen Keller, a blind and 

deaf girl, written by George Sullivan.  

Novel is long works with detail which present all the complicating facts that make the 

reader comes to recognize the complex reality of a character or event in the 

story (Peck and Coyle, 1986) 

 

 


