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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents some sections dealing with background of the study, 

statement of the problems, purpose of the study, the significance of the study, scope 

and limitation and definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 The Background of the Study 

         Language is a mean of communication. People can get information from the 

language. Besides, language is not only used to give and get information, but it is also 

used to arouse the human’s empathy. It means that language can influence the 

humans feeling. In this entire life, people always consider that they cannot be 

separated from literature. Literature is a kind of art, written, to offer pleasure, 

illumination, and satisfaction. It is also one of the ways to express people’s feeling. 

         Literature is a product of language. Literature is important in people’s life 

because it happens around us. It is an expression from their experiences, thoughts, 

ideas, and feelings. Literature relates to human’s life so that the reader can see the 

reflection of real life. By learning literature, people will obtain wider insight and 

wiser consideration in making decision. According to Wellek and Warren (1990: 3), 

literature is creative activity of art; literature is expressed in language or words as 

medium. There are some literary works which can be elaborated into deep analysis; 

they are novel, short story poetry, and drama. 

         Film is similar with drama as one of literary works because it is made to be 

performed by different actors in different locations throughout time (Mayer, 1997: 
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97). Basically, drama and film have similarities in structure such as character, setting, 

plot, and theme. On the other hand, drama and film have differences. Drama is one of 

literary works and one of collecting dialogues presented by the actor on the stage in 

front of the audience, while film has a story that is written and acted for an audience. 

In addition, film has screens as the media, and the audience cannot see the actors 

immediately (Fika, 2007).  

         Film is a type of communication which uses moving pictures and sound to tell 

stories or help people to learn about new ideas. People in every part of the world 

watch film that tells stories as a type of entertainment; a way to have fun. Most of 

films are made so that they can be shown on big screens at cinemas or movie theatres 

(Cook, 2007: 87).  

         From the explanation above, it can be concluded that film is human expression 

that reflects the human’s ideas, act, behavior, lifestyle, and anything relates to human 

kind which becomes a story with all messages inside it. Some films have become 

popular worldwide attractions with using dubbing or subtitles that translate the 

dialogue (Cosseti, 1999: 73). By watching film, people can understand about the 

development of life, science, art, and technology that they do not know before. There 

are many people who are interested in film. Film is supposed to be an image of the 

real world. 

          “Karate Kid” film is chosen because of some reasons. The first, “Karate Kid” is 

one of action film produced by Columbia Picture on June 2010, with a Harald Zwart 

as director. He used USA and China as the setting of film. The second, the main 
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character in this film has struggled to adapt to the environment in china. The last, this 

film is interesting because it tells about the brave kid to face the danger. 

         Bravery is a quality of spirit that enables people to face danger of pain without 

showing a fear (Roget’s Thesaurus, 1996 in Meriam Webster). Bravery always 

appears in society when someone makes an interaction. Besides, bravery also appears 

in anytime, anywhere, and it happen to everybody. It makes the writer interested in 

analyzing bravery. The reader can take some good lessons from this solution in the 

study. The reader also can deal with several problems that come up in this life by 

showing their bravery. 

         In this study, the film is analyzed because it is one of the literary works that 

offers many valuable lessons, and interesting story. This study tries to investigate the 

bravery of Dre Parker who is humiliated by his new friends in china. One of his 

friends is jealous because he is closer with a girl in his class. Therefore, he learns 

Kung fu in order to fight them.  

  

1.2 The Statement of Problems 

         Based on the background of study above, the problems are formulated as 

follows: 

1. What is Dre Parker’s bravery in “Karate Kid” film? 

2. What are Dre Parker’s reasons for having bravery in “Karate Kid” film? 

3. How does Dre Parker do bravery in “Karate Kid” film? 
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1.3 The Purpose of the Study 

         Referring to the statement of the problems above, the purpose of the study are 

as follows:  

1. To find out Dre Parker’s bravery in “Karate Kid” film. 

2. To know Dre Parker’s reasons for having bravery in “Karate Kid” film. 

3. To describe the ways Dre Parker does  bravery in “Karate Kid” film 

 

1.4 The Significance of the Study 

1. To the learner and teachers of English Department of University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang, this study will enlarge their knowledge about literary 

work especially film and they can take lesson from the story and use it as guide of 

life. 

2. To the society, this study will give them information about how to against the 

criminality and danger situation. 

3. To the next researcher, this study expectedly becomes an additional literature to 

conduct similar research. 

1.5 The Scope and Limitation 

         This study focuses on the film “Karate Kids”. There are many topics that can be 

analyzed in this film, but in this study, Dre Parker’s bravery is chosen as the scope of 

the study. Meanwhile, the limitation of the study is to analyze what the causes and the 

ways of Dre Parker’s bravery face danger in “Karate Kid” film. 
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1.6 The Definition of Key Terms  

To clarify the terms used in this study, the writer gives the definition of key 

terms. It is intended to avoid ambiguity and misunderstanding of terms used in her 

study. Those are as follows: 

1. A study is giving attention to the subject in order to know more about it 

(Hubart, in Rodiah (1997:4). 

2. Dre Parker is the main character in Karate Kid film directed by Harald Zwart. 

3. Harald Zwart is the author of “Karate Kid” film. 

4. Bravery is a quality of spirit that enables people to face danger of pain without 

showing a fear (Roget’s Thesaurus 1996 in Meriam Webster). 

5. “Karate Kid” is the title of film directed by Harald Zward. 

6. Film refers to encompassing individual motion pictures, the field of film as an 

art. Film is produced by recording image from the world with cameras, or by 

creating images using animation techniques or special effects (Wikipedia, 

2008). 


