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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

In this part, the writer describes the background of the study, statement of the 

problem, purpose of the study, significant of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key term. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 The teaching English in senior high school is not a new thing in our system of 

education. In senior high school, speaking is one of subject that is difficult. 

According to Kayi (2005), speaking is a crucial part of second language learning and 

teaching. Students get problem when teacher explain about topic of speaking. 

Students cannot get information clearly, because many teachers use English fully in 

English class.  

 A teacher must have a lot of creativity in language usage in their class 

activities in order that students are able to understand all of the materials that are 

taught by their teacher. According to Mona (2005), to make our communication more 

effective and understandable the teacher needs another way to explain his/her ideas in 

other languages or codes in all sentences or just one word that is called code 

switching. Hoffman (1991) states that code-switching is the process when the speaker 

is changing from one code to another during the same conversation. Code-switching 

is using two languages in a single utterance in the same conversation in the class. It 

means that code-switching included in language of society in sociolinguistics. 
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Sociolinguistics is concerned with investigating the relationship between language 

and society with the goal of better understanding of the structure of language and how 

language function in communication (Wardhaugh in Jendra, 2010 ). 

Code switching can also be found in foreign language classroom where in 

English language teaching classroom, code-switching comes into use either the 

teacher or of students’ discourses. Teachers use code-switching to make their students 

understand about their learning activity at the class (Anita, 2007). The teacher must 

try to explain the lesson in other words or languages to make the students understand 

the lesson. Sometimes, teacher got problem when they deliver the material. They 

cannot communicate their ideas. To make the teaching and learning process easy, 

teachers use “code-switching” or switch two languages. 

Cook (1991) stated that: 

 

The approach gets teachers to balance the use of languages within each lesson 

with the teacher allowed to switch languages at certain key points, such as 

during important concepts, when students are getting distracted, during 

revisions or when students are praised and told off. On this basis, switching 

may be used as an effective teaching strategy for second language learning. 

 

Teachers use code-switching to deliver the concept of the material when the 

students are getting distracted or told off. The phenomenon of code-switching also 

happens in SMAN 1 Kesamben, Jombang on tenth grade. English teachers of SMAN 

1 Kesamben, Jombang on tenth grade got difficutlity to make students understand the 

material when the teachers use full English. Teachers have strategy to make students 

understand. The strategy is using code-switching.As stated by Anita (2007), the 
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teachers use code-switching to make their students understand about their learning 

activity at the class.  

The previous research conducted by Anita (2007) in her thesis under the title 

“A Study on Code-switching Used by the Teacher and The Students in English 

Classroom Instruction at Palapa English Course in Sumenep-Madura”. The result of 

this study showed that both the teacher and students switched code from English to 

Indonesian or vice verse. Furthermore, there are nine kinds of code-switching, they 

are; “situational code-switching and metaphorical code-switching, inter-sentential 

code-switching, intra-sentential code-switching, and tag question, permanent code-

switching and temporary code-switching, and internal code-switching and external 

code-switching” The reason why teacher uses code-switching in English classroom 

instruction is to clarify the difficult concepts or terms, and to make students 

understand some information or knowledge easily during the classroom instruction.  

The other previous research was found in Mona’s research (2005), in her 

thesis under the title “Code-switching Used by English Teacher in Instructional 

Activities in SMAN 1 Tuban”. The result of this study showed that teacher combined 

the external, internal, situation, metaphorical, and temporary code-switching. Code-

switching used by teacher with some combination and it depends on some aspect 

occuring in class activities. The reason of using code switching is when the teacher 

feels tired, wants to emphasize the important point of the material, wants to refresh 

the class situation by making some jokes and wants to raise the students’ motivation. 
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Teachers use code-switching in English class. Teachers switch the language in 

English into Indonesian or other languages. Besides, teachers use it to clarify the 

difficult concepts or raise students’ motivation. The researcher is motivated to 

conduct a research on code-switching used by the teacher in the speaking class of 

tenth grade students at SMAN 1 Kesamben Jombang. In addition, the use of code-

switching in speaking class is one of the ways to make students get information 

clearly and to increase the student’s ability of foreign language. 

I.2 Statements of The Problems 

Based on the background of the study above, problems can be formulated as 

follows: 

1. What kinds of code-switching are used by the teachers in the speaking class of 

the tenth grade students at SMAN 1 Kesamben, Jombang? 

2. What are the teachers’ perceptions on the use of code-switching for students’ 

speaking ability of the tenth grade at SMAN 1 Kesamben, Jombang? 

 

I.3 Purposes of The Study 

Based on the research question above, the purpose of the study is: 

1. To describe the kinds of code-switching used by the teachers in the speaking 

class of the tenth grade students at SMAN 1 Kesamben Jombang 

2. To describe the teachers’ perceptions on the use of code-switching for 

students’ speaking ability of the tenth grade at SMAN 1 Kesamben Jombang. 
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I.4 Significance of The Study 

This study is intended to give contribution to both the teacher and the students 

in teaching and learning process on tenth grade at SMAN 1 Kesamben, Jombang.  

For students, the researcher expects that this study will make the student know 

and understand various languages which delivered by the teachers and to create 

successful in understanding the material. Teachers can improve their students’ 

vocabulary. The teachers are expected to understand and realize the role of usage 

of code-switching in classroom that is very essential. By using code-switching, 

teacher can make teaching activity in speaking class easier. 

 

I.5 Scope and  Limitation 

The scope of this study is code-switching used by teacher in speaking class on 

tenth grade at SMAN 1 Kesamben Jombang. Code-switching that are used by 

teachers has limitation on the kinds of code-switching that implements the 

suggested teaching learning in speaking class. 

 

I.6 Definition of Key Term 

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about the basic 

concepts used in this research, the researcher would like to give some definitions 

of the key terms as follows: 
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1. Speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of 

verbal and non-verbal symbols, in a variety of contexts (Chaney, 1998 cited in 

Kayi, (2005). 

2. Code is the particular dialect or language chooses to use on any occasion 

(Wardhaugh, 2006) 

3. Code-switching is the use of more than one language by communication in 

execution of a speech act (Pietro, in Jendra,2010 ) 

 


