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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 
This chapter discusses some topics related to the study. Those are: the 

background of the study, statement of problem, object of the study, significant of the 

study, scope and limitation, definition of the key terms. Each section is presented as 

follow. 

1.1.  Background of the study 

The communication in spoken English is highly needed today in our country, 

especially in big cities. Many students learn English for three until six years or more. 

Some of them also take English private courses with the focus on oral mastery.  

Communication between one and other country is very important. Every 

human has ability to speak and communicate with other people and has indirect 

intention to communicate although they do not know each other. In our life we need 

communication to maintain and improve relationship. Communication can increase 

our knowledge and do things better. 

One of the general objectives in teaching speaking is to teach the students to 

speak the target language accurately, fluently and intelligibly. The target of teaching 

speaking should be done at every stage of foreign language teaching. Therefore, the 

teaching of speaking in classroom must invite students to be active and make them 

speak. 
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In learning English speaking, at least two factors affect the students’ ability in 

speaking; they are internal and external factors. The internal factor is the factor that 

comes from the students themselves. They include their students’ limited 

vocabularies, low motivation, and reluctant to express ideas, so they are worry about 

their mistakes in speaking English.  External factor is the factor from outside the 

students. It means that external factor is outside factor that influences students to 

speak, for example, the situation, teaching methods, or the teaching and learning in 

the classroom is monotonous. In addition, some problems faced by students may 

come from internal or external factors such as social motive, emotional, less interest, 

discomfort and factor boredom.  

Mukminatin (in Febianawati, 2004; 5) says that the objective of teaching 

speaking is to develop students’ ability to communicate in the target language. In this 

process, the students are expected to be able to express themselves in English. In the 

real teaching learning process, the teachers find problems to stimulate their students 

to speak up in English. 

Febianawati (2004) who conducted a research about the problems of learning 

speaking of senior high school students in Malang. The result of her research shows 

that the students had problems with their speaking ability; they are about particularly 

in term of inhibition, nothing to say, low or uneven participation, mother tongue use, 

speech act as the main element of speaking. It is caused by many factors such as 

teacher quality (many of them have no English educational background), and the 

students are not highly motivated since they consider that English is a difficult 
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subject. Also, the facilities such as Library and Audiovisual Aid are not use 

intensively in the English class by both teacher and students.  

Based on explanation above the researcher interested in investigating some 

factors influence students’ speaking ability at SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang. 

 

1.2 Statements of the Problems 

Considering the background of the study, the research problems are started as 

follow. 

1. What are the factors that support SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang students in 

improving their speaking ability? 

2. What are the factors that obstacle SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang students in 

improving their speaking ability? 

 

1.3 Object of the study 

The objects of this discussion are to answer the problem above. 

1.  To know the factors that support students of SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang in 

improving speaking ability. 

2. To know the factors that obstacle students of SMP Muhammadiyah 01 Malang in 

improving speaking ability. 

 

1.4 The Significance of Study 

The first, the result of this study is expected to help the teachers to enrich their 

knowledge. The second, it is also expected to help the students to solve their problem 
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in speaking ability. The third, for the readers, the researcher hopes this study can be 

used as reference for other researchers who want to conduct a similar researcher with 

other topic. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is the factors that support and obstacle students’ 

speaking English ability. And it is limited to the factors that support and obstacle 

students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Malang in improving speaking English ability.  

 

1.6 Definition of the key terms 

The writer will explain some definitions of the key terms that are used in this 

study. Some terms are defined as follow: 

1. Speaking Ability: the ability to speak in the language and be understood by its 

speakers (www.en.wikipedia.org.2011). It means that people are able to speak 

language and understand what they say.   

2. Factor : A fact or situation which influences the result of something (Cambridge 

Advanced Learner’s Dictionary; Cambridge University Press 2005. It means that 

the situation that give affect to the result of somthing.  

3. Influence : A power to product some affects (Cambridge Advanced Learner’s 

Dictionary; Cambridge University Press 2005). It means that person can affect 

others. 

 

 


