
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents about the background of study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, significance of study, scope and limitation, and definition of 

key term. 

1.1 Background of study 

Language is an important model for human communication. Without language, 

people cannot communicate or interact. According to Chomsky, in Jean and Nan 

Bernstein (1998: 34), “language is a mirror of the mind in a deep and significant 

sense. It is a product of human intelligence, created anew in each individual by 

operations that lie far beyond the reach of will or consciousness.” 

English is an important component of education in many countries, in particular 

for Indonesia. English is chosen as a compulsory subject in many schools and 

universities, especially in Senior High School. Nowadays, English become the 

important course in teaching and learning process of education. As a foreign 

language, English is not easy to learn by the students in Senior High School and they 

need much time to improve their English to be a good level.  

The students need to learn English to get a good level. According to Gage and 

Berliner (1984: 253), “learning is “as a result of experience”. The term experience 

limits the kinds of changes in behavior that can be considered to represent learning.” 

In this case, the students can get information about English to improve their ability 

with learning. 



In addition, English learning process cannot be successful if the students do not 

have good motivation in English learning because motivation is important in learning 

process. According to Gage and Berliner (1984: 372): 

Motivation is the term used to describe what energizes a person and what directs 

his or her activity. Motivation can be compared to the engine and steering wheel 

of an automobile. Energy and direction are at the center of the concept of 

motivation. 

 

Based on the statement above, motivation can improve student ability in English 

course. “Motivation is a crucial element to the learning process” (Parsons in Yustisia, 

2010). In this case, a teacher has an important role to motivate their students in 

English learning. The teachers can increase the students’ motivation and they know 

about influence of motivation. The teachers can give an appreciation, certificate, 

praise, punishment and etc to increase their students’ motivation. 

Motivation is categorized into two types. They are intrinsic and extrinsic 

motivation. Ormrod (2000: 514) explains that “intrinsic motivation arises from 

conditions within students themselves. Extrinsic motivation is based on factors 

external to students.” 

There is previous researcher about students’ motivation in English learning. In a 

research by Dwi (2008), she has a research about the students’ motivation in learning 

English at SLTP Muhammadiyah of Malang. The result showed that the dominant 

motivation was intrinsic motivation in English learning. The teachers had many ways 

to motivate their students. They used good media, used interesting material, worked 

together with the students to discuss the tasks in group, gave reward in order to 

motivate the students, and motivated the students to develop their English skill. 



Based on the above statements, motivation is important in English learning 

process. The difference of motivation among the students makes a disparity in 

English capability. Therefore, the writer wants to find out the information about the 

dominant students’ motivation and the teachers’ ways to increase their students’ 

motivation in English learning of first grade at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The 

writer chooses MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang because MA Muhammadiyah 1 

Malang is one of private schools with accreditation A and the writer had once PPL 

(Program Pengalaman Lapangan) over there. In addition, the writer wants to give 

information about students’ motivation so the school can improve the quality of 

teaching learning process especially in English learning. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problems 

The statement of the problem can be formulated as follows:  

1. What is the dominant motivation of the first grade students in English learning 

at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 

2. How does the teacher increase their students’ motivation of the first grade in 

English learning at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

The purposes of the study are mentioned as follows: 

1. To know the dominant motivation of the first grade students in English 

learning at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 



2. To know the teachers’ ways to increase their students’ motivation of the first 

grade in English learning at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The writer expects the result of this research can give a contribution to the 

teacher and the students as follows: 

The writer hopes the result of this study can give a contribution to English 

teachers and the students at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. The teachers will be able 

to increase more on students’ motivation after knowing their dominant motivation. 

They can use good strategy, method, and technique to improve the students’ low 

motivation in teaching learning process. 

After knowing their dominant motivation, the students can improve their 

motivation with themselves and the motivation will be better. Moreover, they will be 

more active to learn English and improve their achievement. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

In this study, the writer focuses on the dominant motivation of the students in 

English learning and the teachers’ ways to increase the students’ motivation. In 

addition, this study will describe about intrinsic and extrinsic motivation to know the 

dominant motivation. The writer limits the study on the students of first grade in 

English learning at MA Muhammadiyah 1 Malang. 

 

 



1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding in this study, the definitions are as follows: 

1. Motivation. 

“Motivation is something that energizes, directs, and sustains behavior; it 

gets students moving, points them in a particular direction, and keeps them 

going” (Maehr & Meyer in Ormrod, 2000: 472). 

2. Extrinsic and intrinsic motivation. 

According to Ormrod (2000: 514), “extrinsic motivation is based on 

factors external to students. Intrinsic motivation arises from conditions within 

students themselves.” 

3. Learning. 

Learning is a process of getting information to increase knowledge. 

“Learning is acquiring or getting of knowledge of a subject or a skill by study, 

experience, or instruction” (Brown in Yustisia, 2010: 5). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


