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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter provides the basic ideas as related to the study. It presents 

background of the study, statement of problem, purpose of study, significance of 

study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms.  

1.1 Background of study 

Technology development is very fast. It has big effects to young generation in 

learning and teaching. Generation can be classified into five generations. Each 

generations has different characteristics. According to Graveet (2007) classifies the 

names of generations as Radio Babies, Baby Boomers, Generation Xers, Generation 

Yers and Millennials.  

The first, radio babies generation were born from 1930 – 1945. This generation 

characterized as conservative, loyal and fiscally responsible. In looking at the Radio 

Babies, events such as World War II and the Space Age have shaped their 

perceptions, and the generation is often stereotyped as being conservative, fiscally 

prudent and loyal. These traits come from being raised by parents who had just 

survived the Great Depression. 

The second, baby boomers generation were born from 1946 – 1964 and have 

the largest population of any generation and they are ambitious, highly educated, 

having a strong work ethic. In their youth they were open-minded and rebellious but 

became more conservative in their 30’s and 40’s.   
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The Third, generation Xers were born from 1965 – 1976. This generation 

characterized as independent, resulting from dual- income families and a high rate of 

divorced parents, very self-sufficient. Generation Xers are early to adopters of 

technologies. The next is generation Yers, they were born from 1977 – 199. This 

generation is accepting of differences in race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, etc., 

socially conscious.  

The last generation, the newest and youngest generation, those born after 1990 

are the Millennials. This term to define the generation is more inclusive than the term 

Digital Native. It may be argued that not all the people who are in the Millennials 

generation are digital natives. Oblinger  (2003) characterizes the Millennials this 

way. They gravitate toward group activity and social networking; they identify with 

their parents’ values and feel close to their parents, they spend more time doing 

homework and housework and less time watching TV, they believe “it’s cool to be 

smart”; they are fascinated by new technologies; they are racially and ethnically 

diverse; and often (one in five) have at least one immigrant parent. Millennials is a 

portrait of digital native. Technology can influence digital native’s life, learning 

style. They are always use technology in their daily life such as, mobile phone, 

internet, note book, etc. So, technology is very useful for digital native.  

A digital native may also be identified as a person who understands the value 

of digital technology and uses this to seek out opportunities for implementing it.  
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According Marc prensky (2001) Digital Natives is slowly becoming ubiquitous 

amongst scholars and activists working in the youth-technology sector, especially in 

emerging Information Societies.  

There are characteristics of digital native such as they want freedom in everything 

they do, they love to customize and personalize, they are the new scrutinizers, they 

look for corporate integrity and openness when deciding what to buy and where to 

work, the digital native wants entertainment and play in their life (work, education, 

and social life), they are the collaboration and relationship generation, the digital 

native has a need for speed – and not just in video games, they are the innovators. 

The digital native always be compared with digital immigrant. Digital 

immigrant is a person who have limited ability in using technology. The single 

biggest problem facing education today is that our digital immigrant instructor, who 

spek an outdated language (that of the pre- digital age), are struggling to teach a 

population that speaks an entirely new language. 

Based on the explanation above, as a result, this research focused on the 

teachers needs’ in teaching English in Junior High School such as methodology, 

purpose, media and evaluation. Because many teachers more choose manual thing in 

daily life. Most of them can only use limited technology, such as mobile phone and 

computer. It is very different with their students. In this case, the teachers feel 

difficult to understand what their students’ want because the digitals’ life is very 

different with immigrants’ life. So, they are feel difficult to faced digital native 

students. The techers have to know what they need to teach digital native students. 
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This research is entitled A need Analysis of Junior High School English Teacher in 

Teaching Digital Native Students at Malang. 

1.2 Statement of problems 

Based on the background of study, the research problem are formulated as 

follows “What are the needs of High School English Teachers in teaching digital 

native students at Malang?”. 

1.3 Purpose of study 

Based on the question above, there is a purpose of the study. It is as follows : 

To know the needs of Junior High School English Teachers in teaching digital native 

students at Malang. 

1.4 Significance of study 

The writers hopes that this study can give some contribution in teaching 

English in Junior High school level, especially to teach digital native students and 

have some advantages for other persons who are  related to this study.  

- For English teachers  

They can develop the technique of teaching English and will  increase their 

quality in their teaching and learning process besides the teachers will 

understand how to teach digital native students.  

- For the Readers 

This study also useful for the reader in general in knowing the needs to teach 

digital native students. 
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1.5 Scope and limitation 

This study focuses on the investigation of the teachers’ need in teaching 

English to the junior high school students. The writer limited this research only to the 

English teacher of Junior High school in Malang who participated in English training 

at UMM on July,4 2011. Besides, this study limited teachers’ need in teaching 

method, teaching purposes, media, material teaching and evaluation. 

1.6 Definitions of key terms 

It is necessary for the writer to give the definition of key terms to avoid 

misunderstanding of that may appear in the study, they are as follows: 

1. Needs analysis is the process of establishing the what and the how of                                         

a course (Dudley-Evans and St. John: 1998). 

2. Junior High school or Middle school is a school between elementary school 

and senior high school (or sometimes called intermediate schools or junior 

high schools): it usually includes grades 7, 8, and 9 (Fuselier : 2007). 

3. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, 

giving in the study with knowledge, causing to know or understand (Brown, 

2008:7). 

4. Digital native  is a person who was born during or after the general 

introduction of digital technology, and through interacting with digital 

technology from an early age, has a greater understanding of its concepts. 

(Prensky : 2001) 

5. Millenials is a portrait of digital native. They have grown up with personal 

computers, cable, music videos, video games and now search engines as daily 

interfaces (Degraffenreit : 2001) 
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