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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents background of study, statement of problem, purpose 

of study, significant of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of The Study 

English is the international language that is used to communicate with 

others. In Indonesia, English is the main foreign language and a compulsory 

taught subject in Elementary School, Junior High School, Senior High School and 

higher education. Furthermore, English is used as a means of transferring science 

and technology information. In addition, because most science and technology 

information is written in English, one of the ways to master English is through 

learning reading. 

Reading is one of the English skills. In this case, it can influence so much 

to form students’ experience for their mastery in English. By reading, the student 

will get more vocabularies, and what they got will become experience for their 

next study. Bachman in Alderson (2000) has stated: 

Reading, through which we can access worlds of ideas and feelings, as 

well as the knowledge of the ages and visions of the future, is at once the 

most extensively researched and the most enigmatic of the so-called 

language skills. 

In learning reading, textbook is teaching tool and most common 

information source used in classroom (Dewi, 2008). A textbook is an acceptable 
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tool for instruction as long as it is selected with care and is kept in proper 

perspective so that it is not viewed as the only source of knowledge. Textbook also 

enables the student to take home in convenient form most of the materials they 

need to learn for the course. It can provide common resources for all the students 

follow. Textbook also provides the teacher with ideas regarding the organization 

of information and activities. Moreover, it includes picture, graphs, maps, and 

other illustrative materials, which facilitate understanding. It includes other 

teaching aids, such as summaries and review question. Textbook also helps the 

teacher of preparing material for the course, thus allowing more time to prepare 

the lesson.  

 Considering the role of material on the success of reading skill 

development, some criteria of good reading materials are made. According to 

Shun (2009), the good reading material must has morality (a cultural perspective), 

interesting and attractive, debate of authenticity. Morality (a cultural perspective) 

means the reading materials must have relations between language and culture in 

English learners. Interesting and attractive, it means that the reading text material 

must be readable and the effect is making reading class interesting and motivating. 

Meanwhile, debate of authenticity is most of the reading textbook compilers will 

declare clearly in the preface that the reading text in the book enjoys a great 

authenticity. Based on the second criteria it can be concluded that the writers will 

succeed on transmitting information to the reader if the texts are readable. It 

means that one factor of reading textbook is the readability which is focused on 

the problem of matching the reader with the text. 

Many publishers identify reading levels of their textbooks. These 
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designations may not be accurate, depending on the manner in which the reading 

levels were identified. Furthermore, most trade books, (books not designed as 

texts or part of series) have no designed level of readability. Yujing (2009) says 

that readability means a text is the level of ease or difficulty with which text can 

be understood by a particular reader who is reading that text for a specific 

purpose. 

It is important to give a readable text to the students. If the students are 

given a text they can read and understand, they will enjoy it and be motivated to 

read further; as a result their reading ability will increase. But, if they are given a 

text that they can not read and understand, they will not improve their reading 

ability. 

Related to the readability, several studies have been conducted. For 

example in Indonesia, Dewi (2008) investigated the readability of readings texts 

in English for Specific Purpose for English Department published by Language 

Center UMM. The findings showed that the English for Tourism textbook used by 

students of the second semester of English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang is not suitable for the students. It is because more than 

50% of the texts are not readable. A study conducted by Rohmawati (2000) about 

the readability level of reading materials in English for Senior High School 

textbook by Ganexa Exact Bandung showed that the reading materials in English 

for Senior High School textbook had an appropriate grade level. Fitria (2005) 

investigated The Level of English for Business Management Textbook used by 

students of the second semester in Management Department of Economic faculty 

at UMM. The finding showed that the 20% texts were readable and 80% were not. 
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In general, it means that the English for Business Management Textbook used by 

Second Semester of Management Students of Economic Faculty at UMM were 

not readable and characterized as having a very difficult style. 

Based on the consideration above, it is important that this book is chosen 

as the object of the study because “Bse (Buku Sekolah Elektronik) Textbook for 

Second Year Junior High School” will be a handbook for the Junior High School 

Students as an English subject’s material. Besides, this book is one of the 

textbooks suggested by KTSP or School Based Curriculum. Furthermore, as far as 

the writer is concerned there is no researcher who has investigated the readability 

level of reading texts in “Bse (Buku Sekolah Elektronik)” Textbook for Second 

Year Junior High School published by Department of National Education. 

 

1.2 The Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, the problem can be stated as 

follows: 

How is the readability level of reading text in “Bse (Buku Sekolah 

Elektronik)” textbook for Second Year Junior High School published by 

Department of National Education? 

 

1.3 The Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to describe the readability level of reading 

texts in “Bse (Buku Sekolah Elektronik)” textbook for Second Year Junior High 

School published by Department of National Education. 
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1.4 The Significance of Study 

It is expected that the result of this study will be of great help for the 

textbook designer in order to give more attention to the readability of reading text 

before designing the book. Furthermore, the result of this study may help English 

teachers and headmasters in selecting the appropriate textbook to be used. This 

result of this study is also expected to encourage the further researchers to 

research other textbooks. 

  

1.5 The Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is readability level of reading texts in “Bse (Buku 

Sekolah Elektronik)” textbook published by Department of National Education. 

The study will be limited to the readability level of reading texts in “Bse (Buku 

Sekolah Elektronik” textbook used for second year students of Junior High 

School. 

 

1.6 The Definition of the Key Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding of the ideas in this study, the key terms 

are explained as follows: 

Readability of a text is the level of ease or difficulty with which text can 

be understood by a particular reader who is reading that text for a specific purpose 

(Yujing, 2009). 

Readability level is the grade level of reading materials as the result of 

applying readability formula and cloze test (Musyid in Handayani, 2007). 
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Reading text is the reading material, which used as a means of teaching 

reading class (Lucas, 1990). 

Textbook is teaching tool and most common information source used in 

classroom (Dewi, 2008). 

 

 


