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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter, the writer of this thesis presents an introduction. It covers the 

explanation about background of the study, statement of the problem, purpose of the 

study, significance of the study, scope and limitation of the study, and definition of 

the key term.  

1.1.1 Background of The Study  

Literature concerns with life. Literature usually used by human being to 

communicate in order to express their feelings, thoughts, ideas and also share 

informations. Therefore, literature also can be applied through in many written forms. 

Some writings which have an art essence are literary works. Mostly, literary works 

are imaginative and creative. It also has a beautiful meaning. Meyer (1990) defines 

literature as a fiction consisting of carefully arranged words designing to stir 

imagination. It means that literature is fiction. Literature offers readers an experience. 

Though the experience is imagination but the emotion is real. Literature can be 

divided into three: drama, poetry, and fiction including short story and novel. By 

analyzing and reading fiction especially novel, the reader will know much about the 

foreign culture where the story happened, and how the author of the novel expresses 

his experience, thought, imagination and his ideas.  

Novel is a long work of narrative prose fiction (Macmillan, 1984: 703). Novel 

as one of literary works is a kind of prose fiction. As a fiction, its purpose is to 
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entertain its reader. Novel gives so many useful values and message about human life. 

Moreover, by reading from page to page, readers might laugh, dream, smile and get 

angry. Those are real emotion even what they read is just a fiction. According to Arp 

and Johnson (2006: 63) novel gives more detail awareness of humanity in the world 

that is sometimes friendly and unfriendly. It also helps the readers to understand their 

world.  

Novel has important elements to learn. Those elements are character and 

characterization, plot, conflict, setting, point of view, and theme. Novel is a long 

story, the value presented by the author is more detail and more complete. Usually 

novel has complex plot, and several sub plots as addition to its central plot.  

Realizing that novel tells about human being and life, provides information 

and lesson, and can affect readers’ emotion, the writer intends to analyze novel. This 

study focused on analyzing New Moon novel written by Stephenie Meyer that was 

published in 2006. The writer prefers choosing this novel; beside it is an interesting 

novel, this novel also deals with conflict, dilemma, and sacrifice. Its thoughts are 

serious and with a respect of human personality. The writer of this thesis describes 

the sacrifice of main character, Edward Cullen, on Stephenie Meyer’s novel New 

Moon. This novel tells about triangle love, among werewolf, human, and vampire. 

The mixture between romance and fantasy which is uncommon in real life makes this 

novel more interesting. Besides, this novel has been awarded as a New York Times 

Best Seller. This novel was adapted into a film with the same title and it was released 

on 2009.  
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In the previous research, Herlina (2006) who studied “A Study on Mrs. 

Erlynne’s Sacrifice in Oscar Wilde’s Drama Lady Windermere’s Fan” found that 

Mrs. Erlynne give some sacrifices. She tries to give some valuable thing for the sake 

of Lady Windermere. This sacrifice can lead her judgment can turn from enemies into 

friends. As the noble man’s wife, it is not true if Lady Windermere leaves her 

husband and goes with other man. Mrs. Erlynne does not want Lady Wndermere 

makes mistakes as she did many years ago. There are two kinds of sacrifice that done 

by Mrs. Erlynne in the play, they are; admitting to take the fan and living without 

child. 

The previous research above analyzes about main character’s sacrifice found 

in drama. It’s different from this study in which the writer analyzes the main 

character’s sacrifice found in Stephenie Meyer’s novel, New Moon. New Moon novel 

was chosen because sacrifice has shown in one of main character, Edward Cullen. 

The writer of this thesis only focused on Edward Cullen because he is one of 

important characters in this novel. If this character does not exist, the story will not be 

interesting and the reader will get bored because this major character is the hero, the 

gorgeous character, and a vampire which is morally good. So, that is why the writer 

of this thesis interested in analyzing the sacrifice of Edward Cullen in New Moon 

novel.  

Furthermore, New Moon novel written by Stephenie Meyer is so interesting 

because this novel tells about Edward Cullen left Issabella Swan to make her safe 

from evil vampires. That is the reason why the thesis writer took a point of analysis 
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entitled “An Analysis on Edward Cullen’s Sacrifice in New moon Novel Written 

by Stephenie Meyer”. It is hoped that it can increase the reader’s spirit in developing 

their knowledge on sacrifice.  

1.1.2 Statement of the Problem  

There are many problems that can be analyzed in New Moon Novel written by 

Stephenie Meyer. Therefore, the discussion will be focused on two problems as 

follow:  

1. What are Edward Cullen’s sacrifices in New Moon written by Stephenie Meyer?  

2. Why does Edward Cullen sacrifice in New Moon written by Stephenie Meyer? 

1.1.3 Purpose of the Study  

The thesis writer states the purposes of the study in order to achieve good 

results, namely:  

1. To describe Edward Cullen’s sacrifices in New Moon written by Stephenie 

Meyer.  

2. To know the reason why Edward Cullen sacrifice in New Moon written by 

Stephenie Meyer.  

1.1.4 Significance of the Study  

The result of the study is expected to be able to encourage the readers to pay 

attention to literature. Secondly, the result of the study is expected to provide the 

reference for the students who are interested in literature, in this case is novel. The 

result of the study is also expected to give a description or some information to the 

readers about the novel entitles New Moon written by Stephenie Meyer.  
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1.1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study  

The writer wants to focus the study on the main character’s sacrifice of New 

moon novel written by Stephenie Meyer.There are three main characters on New 

Moon novel written by Stephenie Meyer, they are; Edward Cullen, Bella Swan and 

Jacob Black. Because of limited time, the writer limits this thesis on Edward Cullen 

only.  

1.1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

In order to avoid misunderstanding and interpreting the terms that is used in 

title, the writer would like to describe the definition related to the literature terms 

before entering this discussion further.  

a. Analysis a method by which a thing is separated into parts and those parts are 

given rigorous, logical, detail, scrutiny, resulting in a consistent and relatively 

complete account of the elements of thing and the principles of their 

organization.  

b. Sacrifice is giving up something value for the sake of someone else. Someone 

who gives sacrifice wants to make someone else feel happy and peace, or 

someone who gives something worth to someone else for certain aim.  

c. Novel is a book length story in prose; whose author tries to create the sense 

that, while the readers read, the experience actual life. 

d. New Moon is the title of novel which is discussed in this thesis.  

e. Stephenie Meyer is the author of New Moon novel  

 


