
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In this chapter the writer would like to present the background of the study, 

the statement of problems, the objective of the study, scope and limitation, the 

purpose of the study, and also the definition of key terms. It is important to discuss, to 

make clear what actually the writer’s background conducting this research. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Human beings expend great amounts of time and resources on creating and 

experiencing art and entertainment. Since people live is to have pleasure. They are 

trying to get pleasure trough everything that they can reach. And one of the pleasures 

that they can reach is by reading literature.  

According to Kennedy (1983: v), literature is a kind of art, usually written that 

offer pleasure and illumination. It means that trough literature people can get pleasure 

and understanding. In such way we can manage literature as a source of not only for 

pleasure but also for knowledge to solve problems in our life. Furthermore, literature 

can be classified into songs, films, plays, poems, short stories and novels. In this 

thesis the writer chooses one of the literary works that is film. 

According to Bazin (in Colman, 2009: 17), Film is a combination of quite 

disparate parts, expressions, technologies and events and produce a whole unit. From 



this statement the writer chooses film as the subject of the study for some reasons. 

First, the expressions or acts of the actor can give the audience the real entertainment 

since it is acted by a lot of talented actor and actress. Second, the technologies (visual 

and sound effect) which are made by the film maker that support the background of 

film so that the story can make the audiences go and flow with its feeling of scared, 

angry, sad, excited, etc. Third, the events (the story of the film) which can be based 

on experience or phenomena or imagination can give the audience knowledge about 

life style, language, culture, illumination to solve problems and so on. In relation of 

this study, the film with title “Changeling” is used, a great film of Hollywood that is 

nominated and won in many awards. In addition, the National Board of Review of 

Motion Pictures named “Changeling” one of the 10 best films of 2008, as did the 

International Press Academy, which presents the annual Satellite Awards. 

“Changeling” is a 2008 American drama film directed by Clint Eastwood and 

written by J. Michael Straczynski. Based on real life events in 1928 in Los Angeles, a 

single parent, Christine Collins (Angelina Jolie) is a supervisor at the local telephone 

exchange who having returned home late from having to work overtime on Saturday, 

and finds her 9 year old son, Walter (Gattlin Griffith), is missing from their home. As 

the days and weeks go by, the Collins case becomes the object of a campaign by 

Pastor Gustav Briegleb (John Malkovich) who rails against the incompetence and 

corruption of the Los Angeles police Department (LAPD). Soon, the police arrives 

with the news that they have found her boy but when the boy is turned over to her, 

she realizes that the police have returned a stranger to her in an attempt to bring an 

end to the public complaints about their handling of her case. Her efforts to get justice 



bring her into conflict with the LAPD who will go to any length to protect their 

reputation. When she continues to complain she finds herself arrested and confined to 

the mental rehabilitation. Through her diligence, she eventually teams of her son’s 

fate and exposes the corruption and incompetence of the LAPD. 

After knowing the film's case, the writer found the struggles and many efforts 

that were done by many characters in the film but the writer focuses in Christine 

Collins’s struggles as the main character. Therefore, the writer intends to analyze 

Christine’s struggles to find her son. The writer was interested in the struggles of 

Christine Collins since she will fight with all of her might for what she believes and 

what she loves the most that is her son, Walter Collins.  

Based on the explanations above, the writer focused on Christine Collins’s 

struggle to find her son so this study is entitled “An Analysis on Christine Collins’s 

Struggle to Find Her Son in Clint Eastwood’s Film “Changeling””. 

 

1.2 Statement of Problems 

In this study, the major problem is how Christine Collins struggle during the 

search of her son that is reflected in Clint Eastwood’s film, “Changeling”. The writer 

intends to find out the answers of the following questions connected of the main 

character struggle: 

1. What are Christine Collins’s struggles to find her son? 

2. What is the result of Christine Collins’s struggle to find her son? 

 



1.3 Purpose of Study 

Based on the statement of the problems, the purpose of this study is presented 

as follows: 

1. To find out Christine Collins’s struggles to find her son. 

2. To dig out the result of Christine Collins’s struggle to find her son. 

 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The writer wants to present some contributions based on the result of the 

study to the reader, especially the students and lecturers of English Department in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. The students that read this study will get 

information and knowledge about literature. Besides, this study also can be used as 

the reference when the students want to analyze film, especially about struggle in 

their research. In addition, the lecturers that also read this study can use it as an 

additional reference in teaching and learning literature. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation of Study 

This study is focused on the film “Changeling” there are many topics that can 

be analyzed in this film, but in this study, the writer only focuses on struggle. In this 

film, there are also many struggles, which are done by some characters. Meanwhile, 

for the scope of the study, the writer tries to analyze the main character’s struggle that 

is Christine Collins’s struggles. Struggle itself has many parts that can be analyzed 



yet the limitation of the study is to analyze the way and the result of Christine 

Collins’s struggles in the film. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

To avoid making mistakes and misunderstanding, the key terms of this study 

are given below:  

a. Analysis is getting information to solve problems in the corporation; going out 

and seeking opinions on optimal, actual, feelings, causes, and solutions.  

(www.andrews.edu/~helmsc/assess-goals/slide3.html; Rossett, 1987: 25) 

b. Christine Collins is the main character of the film and it is based on the real 

person. 

c. Struggle is a strong effort, or series of efforts, against any adverse agencies or 

conditions, as in order to maintain one’s exercise or to attain some end. (Pei 

and Mario in Chasanah, 2003) 

d. Clint Eastwood is the director of the film. 

e. Film is a combination of quite disparate parts, expressions, technologies and 

events and produces a whole unit. (Bazin in Colman, 2009: 17)  

f. Changeling is the title of the film that will be discussed in this study. 

http://www.andrews.edu/~helmsc/assess-goals/slide3.html

