
1 

 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter discusses the background of the study, the statement of the 

problems, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and 

limitation, and the definition of key terms. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of Study 

Writing is a language skill that needs to be taught to the students in teaching 

English as a second or foreign language (ESL/EFL). This is because writing, in 

addition to speaking, is an important means of communication. This skill should be 

mastered by the students because it can be used to express the students‟ ideas as well 

as feelings, and to communicate with others.  As Raimes (1983:3) states, learning a 

second language means learning to communicate with other people in order to 

understand them, talk to them, read what they have written and write to them. 

It has been widely believed that writing, among the four language skills, is the  

difficult skill since it involves several components which have to be considered while 

a learner is writing, such as contents, rhetoric, vocabularies, grammatical structures 

and writing mechanics such as punctuation, and capitalization (Hartfiel, et. al. in 

Cahyono 2001: 44). Writing is considered to be the most complex skill because when 

we are writing, we are doing many things at the same time.  
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The difficulty of writing can be seen from the students‟ difficulties in learning 

it. They are often fear to make mistake in using the grammar, developing the topic, 

choosing the vocabulary and inability to develop a coherent composition. In writing, 

the writers should write clearly because they do not know who will read their writing. 

There might be some misunderstandings to perceive their writing, therefore, to 

anticipate their misunderstanding, the writers should write in good grammar and 

understandable language. 

When given a composition, the students prefer asking questions to their 

friends whom they believe understand about their writing product than asking to the 

teacher. They feel confident to have discussion with friends. Therefore, there is a 

possibility to use peer assessment technique. In this technique, the teacher involves 

the students to do the correction. 

Peer assessment is a process where students give feedback to the peer for their 

learning product. Peer assessment allows individual students to receive and write 

feedback about what they or their classmate have done; they share their working 

drafts with others “as the drafts are developing in order to get guidance and feedback 

on their writing” (Leki, in Insani, 2010: 16). In other words, it is used to improve the 

quality of learning and motivate the students to recognize the errors made by the peer 

especially in writing activity. 

Brown, Rust and Gibbs (1994), Zariski (1996), Race (1998) and others have 

described some potential advantages of peer assessment for students as (1) improving 
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motivation, (2) encouraging students to take responsibility for their own learning, 

developing them as autonomous learners, and (3) practicing the transferable skills 

needed for life long learning, especially evaluation skills. 

Peer assessment “promote lifelong learning, by helping students to evaluate 

their own and their peers achievements realistically, not just encouraging them 

always to rely on (tutor) evaluation from on high” (Brown, 1996). It makes students 

feel being a part of teaching and learning process. Moreover, peer assessment 

encouraged students to make justifications on other students‟ writing product. 

In the previous research, Iswanto (2008) said that the students have a good 

response toward teacher‟s hand written comments in writing class. The result of 

research showed that the students are able to improve their writing ability especially 

in elaborating ideas by paying attention seriously to the teacher „s comments and try 

to revise the composition rather than only correcting the errors or recopying the 

teacher‟s correction on the text. 

Different from that study, the writer wants to study about the students‟ 

response in writing class especially in peer assessment technique. The writer wants to 

know the students response toward peer assessment and the teacher‟s reasons using 

peer assessment. They are truly needed to investigate specifically in order to get 

maximum result in teaching writing. 
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1.2 Statement of Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, this study focuses on finding the 

answer to the questions: 

1. How is the students‟ response toward peer assessment technique in teaching 

writing class? 

2. What are the teacher‟s reasons of using peer assessment technique in teaching 

writing? 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

This study is conducted to get the answer of the research questions. The 

purposes of this study are: 

1. To describe the students‟ response toward peer assessment technique in teaching 

writing class. 

2. To know the teacher‟s reasons of using peer assessment technique in teaching 

writing. 

1.4 Significance of Study 

The result of this study is expected to be useful for the teacher of English 

Department in two aspects. The first is theoretical aspect. This study is expected to 

give information about students‟ responses to the peer assessment technique in 

writing. The second is practical aspect. This study is expected to help the teacher in 
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recognizing each student‟s response and make their teaching technique more efficient 

and better than before. It also makes better understanding about the possible 

relationship between teacher and students in informal situation. Besides that, the 

result of this study is expected to give contribution for the next researcher who wants 

to conduct a similar research with other topic. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is to analyze the students‟ response toward peer 

assessment technique of teaching writing. It is limited on the writing class at the fifth 

semester students of English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

The writer will explain some definitions of the key terms that are used in this 

study. Some terms are defined as follow: 

Response  : a specific behavior that an individual exhibits (Jeanne E. Ormrod: 

2000) 

Writing  : drafting to give ideas shape and form in the symbols of written 

language (Olson: 1992) 

Peer Assessment : assessment of students by other students, both formative reviews to 

provide feedback and summative grading (Bostock, S.J.: 2000) 


