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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter discusses the background of study, the statement of problem, the 

purpose of study, scope and limitation, and definition of key term.  

1.1. Background of Study 

English is an International language. In Indonesia, English is known as a 

foreign language. These days, interest to learn English for Indonesian becomes 

greater than before. Kasihani (2007) states that based on UU no.60, 1993, on English 

to young learner is as a local content and the learning is started from the fourth grade. 

Based on UU no. 20, 2003 education for preschool children is called PAUD 

(Pendidikan Anak Usia Dini). It states that preschool children are the students who 

study before elementary level. That can be formal and non formal. The formal 

education in preschool is kindergarten and the non formal education is playgroup.  

Teaching is one of the essential activities in education. According to Brown 

(2000), teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something, giving 

instruction, guiding in the study of something, providing with knowledge, and 

causing to know or understanding.  

The teaching of English is not an easy matter, especially teaching English to 

young learners, regarding that they are not self motivated like adult and do not have 

an immediate need to learn English. Teaching English to young learners need more 

creative than teaching English to adult because the characteristics of young learners 

are more complex than adult. Brown (1991, in Sabilah 2001), states that teaching 
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English to young learners are obviously different from that of adult learners since 

young learners are generally not aware that they are acquiring a language. 

Smith (1995, in Sabilah 2004), states that the aims of teaching a foreign 

language to young learners are more comprehensive than in language with older 

learners. The English teaching to young learners is focused on shaping the children as 

the future users of English in the word which requires a high level of spoken and 

written communication. 

According to Cameron (2001), children are often more enthusiastic and lively 

as learners. They want to please the teacher rather than their beer group. Young 

learners have unique characteristics such as: easy to get bored, curious, short span of 

concentration and active, they also learn language more easily, so their age is the best 

period of acquiring new language. Therefore, teacher of young learners has to be 

patient, creative, cheerful, able to sing and dance, struggle to teach the students in 

order that young learners will be interested in learning process.  

 Lorin (1993) argues that the teachers are knowledgeable decision makers. 

They understand their student, are able to restructure a subject matter to make it 

“educationally digestible” for them, and when teaching know when to do what. In 

teaching English, the teacher may get some difficulties especially in understanding 

English because sometimes they get difficulties to pronounce and to master grammar 

and vocabulary. Exactly, the problems in understanding English are divided into two; 

they are linguistic and non linguistic problems. 

Learning a new language needs time therefore, learning a new language is 

better started since childhood period that language learning should begin in the 
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kindergarten or first grade of Elementary School (Finnochiaro, in Wahidah: 2004). 

English to kindergarten is very common and also very important to improve the 

quality of education. Besides, giving English earlier the children will make them 

having background knowledge of English vocabularies when they are in elementary 

level. It is also hoped that at the same time they will be familiar with English 

language as early as possible because when we give something new to the children 

earlier, it will give the better result for them to acquire and understand it. 

According to Wulan (2000), kindergarten students also cannot be forced to 

learn something in the same ways as the students in the elementary school. It means 

that, special treatment is needed in teaching English to kindergarten students. The 

teacher should select the instructional materials and choose the teaching techniques 

which are suitable for the students. They also have good preparation both formally 

and non formally, before they teach English to kindergarten students.  

Teaching English at kindergarten is different from teaching English 

commonly, so that it is impossible the teacher does not get any problems in teaching 

English at kindergarten. For example, in Tri Dharma Kindergarten the learning of 

English in that school was not interesting and fun because kinds of teacher confused 

that she/he is get some problems. 

There are some previous researches. The first was conducted by Ferdiyana 

(2008), about the linguistic and non linguistic problems faced by the teacher in 

teaching English. Her research was on teaching English for young learners at 

Madrasah Ibtidaiyah Jenderal Sudirman Malang. This research used observation and 

interview to collect the data. The result of this researchwas on that the problems of 



 4

linguistic and non linguistic problems. The linguistic were from pronunciation, 

grammar and vocabulary. Whereas, non linguistic problems were from the teacher, 

student, material and media. The solution of linguistic problems done by the teacher 

were the teacher must be creative, patient, and also to study how to teach English for 

young learners more. The solution the non linguistic problems were to make the 

interesting material and media. 

The second research was conducted by Sulistyorini (2006), about the teacher’s 

problem in teaching English process at Palm Kids Kindergarten Malang. This 

research used observation, unstructured interview to collect the data. The result of 

this research was on the problems of linguistic and non linguistic problems. The 

linguistic problems were from pronunciation, structure and vocabulary. Whereas, 

non-linguistic problems were from the internal students. The solution of linguistic 

problems by the teacher were teachers and students practice English every day. The 

solution of linguistic problems were separating the noisy students and advising the 

students.   

From those researches and the facts, the writer wants to study of the linguistic 

problems faced by the teacher in teaching English to young learners at Tri Dharma 

Kindergarten Probolinggo. 

 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

    Based on the background stated above, the writer formulates the problems 

as follows: 
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1. What are the linguistic problems faced by the teacher in teaching English to 

young learners at Tri Dharma Kindergarten Probolinggo? 

2. How does the teacher solve the problems in teaching English to young 

learners at Tri Dharma Kindergarten Probolinggo?   

 

1.3. Purpose of the Study 

Dealing with the problem above, the main purposes of the study are: 

1. The writer wants to know the linguistic problems faced by the teacher in 

teaching English at Tri Dharma Kindergarten Probolinggo. 

2. The writer wants to know how the teacher solves the problems in teaching 

English to young learners at Tri Dharma Kindergarten. 

 

1.4. Significance of Study 

For the reader, the writer expects that the result of this study will be useful and 

hopefully this study will a good contribution especially for the students of English 

Department at Muhammadiyah University of Malang. So, it can be used to guide the 

students who want to be teachers for young learners in the future to make their 

teaching and learning process run well. 

For the kindergarten school, the result of this study is expected to give some 

contributions as a judgment to solve the problems faced by the school especially for 

the teacher in teaching English for young learners. Also it can give feed back to 

English teacher at Tri Dharma Kindergarten Probolinggo to have better skill in 

teaching English. 
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1.5. Scope and Limitation 

In this study the writer focuses on the problems faced by the teacher at Tri 

Dharma Kindergarten Probolinggo. Meanwhile, this study is limited a linguistic 

problems, namely pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. The writer takes one 

teacher who teach English subject in the B class. 

 

1.6. Definition of Key Term 

1. Problem is a situation in which a person is motivated to reach a goal but some 

obstacle block the attainment of the goal (Klein, 2002). 

2. Linguistic problem is the factors which come from the language itself and 

cause difficulties to people who study it (Sadtono, 1995).  

3. Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do something with 

knowledge, causing to know or understanding (Brown, 2000). 

4. Young learner is children who learn in formal education they are five to 

twelve years old (Suyanto, 2007). 

5. Kindergarten is public school of preschool in formal education (Rahmawati 

and Kurniati, 2010).   

 

 

 


