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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents background of the study, statement of the problems, 

purposes of the study, scope and limitation, significance of the study, data source and 

also definition of the key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

When the traditions were dominated by men, women were aware of being 

treated unfairly and felt discriminated. Women felt injustice in getting their rights. 

For example: women are not allowed to get education as high as men, women are 

instructed to stay at home to do household works, while men are free to go anywhere 

and work anything. The inequality is often called gender difference, namely getting 

different treatment based on sex difference. This reality makes some people makes 

feminism movement. Feminism is the movement that wants justice in regarding 

women’s existence.  

Feminism can be used to understand social relations, institutions and process 

because feminism focused on the problems in the social life. Feminism deals with the 

problems related to men dominance, inequality, and conflict, which are the results of 

social and cultural formation. Alvesson and Skoldberg (2000: 210) state: 

There are three elements which characterize feminism. First, gender 

represents an essential theme to understand all social relations, 

institutions, and processes. Second, gender is associated with 

conditions of dominance, inequality, stress and conflict. Third, gender 

relations are regarded as socially constructed, which means that they 
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are not given by the nature nor inevitable, rather, they are the result of 

socio-cultural and historical conditions, and can be altered by human 

action.  

 

Based on the statement above, feminism related to gender that makes women 

feel injustice. Gender represents what actually happened in the reality of society. It is 

related to conflict, stress for women, and getting inequality. All those social realities 

are the result of socio-cultural and historical condition, not given by the nature.    

Furthermore, Alvesson and Skoldberg (2000: 211) state that any 

understanding of economic, social and psychological phenomena may bear possible 

differences between men and women in terms of situation, experiences, 

discrimination and so on must be taken account. It can be concluded that economic, 

psychological, and social phenomena including gender problems need to pay 

attention because those may cause discrimination between men and women. In short, 

the writer is interested in conducting research about feminism because it deals with 

social relations, conditions of dominance, inequality, stress violence against women 

and conflict which need to pay attention.  

Many social phenomena are expressed in literature, such as: poetry, drama, 

including film. Klarer (2006: 53) states, at the beginning of the twenty-first century, 

film whose means of photographic depiction far surpass the means of realistic 

portrayal in the theatre is as semi textual genre exerting influence on literature and 

literary criticism. It means film has brought influence on literature and literary 

criticism because it can be said that film is a new form of drama which is presented 

with aspects such as: camera angle, editing, montage, and so on. Thus, since film is 
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categorized into literature, it is also reflecting human real life which can be taken 

lesson from it such as: problems of inequality between men and women because of 

sex difference, or more well-known by gender, which is finally protested by feminism 

movement.  

In this study, the writer wants to analyze feminism exposed in Perempuan 

Berkalung Sorban film, directed by Abidah El Halieqie in 2001, because this film 

tells the inequality of men and women rights. Annisa, the main character, has 

intelligent, brave and firm characteristics. She lives in Islamic environment. She is the 

daughter of Ulama, the owner of Islamic center, where the true science is only based 

on Alquran, Hadits, and Sunnah. The modern books are considered deviating 

doctrines. In this Islamic center, the doctrines emphasize that women must dedicate 

her life to men. That, Annisa thinks that Islam only plead men. This film expressed 

the condition of women’s oppression, where women felt as the marginalized group 

because of the inequality of rights. Besides, this film has got awards in Indonesia 

Movie Award 2009. It means this film has ever been worth to watch to express 

women condition in Indonesia.     

Relating to this study, Safitri (2005) conducted Feminist Perspective Found 

in Sense and Sensibility by Jane Austen. She focused on women’s right in society and 

the effect of author’s cultural background toward literary work. The finding showed 

that there were three women’s rights in society, i.e. women’s right in social affairs, 

getting education, and making decision. At the time the literary work made, the 

author could not express her idea in the society about women oppression faced by 

women. So she tried to protest the bad condition throughout the writing and she 
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wanted the readers to be independent women. Eliana (2007) conducted Feminist 

Perspective of Marriage Reflected in Danielle Steels Bittersweet. She focused on the 

characters feminist perspective of marriage reflected and the violence against women 

in marriage. The finding showed that there were many scenes that a woman got 

violence and suppression from man in household. Woman was forbidden to work 

outside as career woman. Many characters suggested that a woman actually has her 

right to decide her choice whether she wanted to continue her career or not. 

Furthermore, Jayanti (2011) conducted Feminism Reflected In the Bend It Like 

Beckham Film. She focused on how feminism is reflected in the Bend It Like 

Beckham film. The finding showed that Feminism Reflected in the Bend It Like 

Beckham Film that there was the view said that women should not do what men do. 

What was usually done by men was considered taboo for women do, In this case, 

playing football and wearing clothes similar to men. Feminism was also reflected 

when men underestimated women in doing something. They often thought that 

women were not as good as men. Besides, feminism was reflected in the Bend It Like 

Beckham Film when men viewed women as an insult. Women were never seen their 

quality.    

Based on the explanation above, the study on “Feminism Exposed in the 

Perempuan Berkalung Sorban Film is urgent to conduct because it deals with social 

reality which needs to understand well, exactly about stress and inequality which are 

gotten by women.    
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1.2 Statement of the Problems 

1. How is feminism exposed in the Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film? 

2. How is violence depicted toward Annisa as the main character in the 

Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film? 

3. What are the effects of violence toward Annisa as the main character in the 

Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film? 

 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

1. To describe feminism exposed in the Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film. 

2. To describe violence toward Annisa as the main character described in the 

Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film. 

3. To know the effects of violence toward Annisa as the main character in the 

Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film.   

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study has significance for several parties. The first is for 

English Department students. The students can see the film from social view side, 

especially feminism side, which enables them to understand socio-cultural relation. 

Furthermore, it is expected to encourage students to study much more about social 

phenomena exposed in the film as a form of literature. The second is for other 

researchers, it is hoped that this study can be an inspiration for them who are 

interested in analyzing film using other view sides.  

 



 6 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

The scope of this study is focused on feminism. It is limited on feminism 

exposed in the Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film, violence toward Annisa as the 

main character in the Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film, and the effects of violence 

toward Annisa in the Perempuan Berkalung Sorban film. 

 

1.6 Data Source 

The data here are all actions, dialogues, and situations which expose 

feminism either faced by major characters or minor characters in the Perempuan 

Berkalung Sorban film. This film directed by Abidah El Halieqie in 2001.   

 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms 

Feminism is literary theory which focuses on gender as starting point for literary 

analysis. It refers to awareness of oppression against women in society 

and action which can change that situation.  

Film is one of the means of communication with audiovisual media which consists of 

a set of signs.  

Perempuan Berkalung Sorban is the film tells about the inequality of rights between 

men and women, directed by Abidah El Halieqie in 2001 and has got 

Indonesia Movie Award in 2009.   


