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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses the background of the study, the statement of the problem, 

the hypothesis, the purpose of the study, the significance of the study, the scope and 

limitation, and the definition of the key terms. 

 

I.1 Background of study 

Writing is one of the four language skills that plays a vital role in this global 

community. We can find that writing is used in reporting event in newspaper and 

web pages, composing academic essays, business letter, application letter, and e-

mail. Writing is considered important not only in conveying information, but also in 

transforming knowledge to create new knowledge. In the global community today, 

the ability to write effectively becomes more important and writing instruction 

assumes as increasing role in foreign language education (Weigle, 2002:1). Thus, it 

is important for EFL students to have ability to write as well as to speak. 

As a productive skill, there is no doubt that writing is considered complicated 

for the students. Richards and Renandya (2002:303) state that writing is the most 

difficult skill for second language learners and the difficulty is not only in generating 

and organizing ideas, but also in transferring the ideas into text. In line with the 

statement above, Hamp-Lyons (1990 cited in O’Malley and Pierce, 1996:136) 

examines that writing is an act in which writer take ideas and transfer them into 

“self-initiated” topics. 
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In addition, Brown (2001:335) states that written products are often the result 

of thinking, drafting, and revising procedures that requires specialized skills, skills 

that not every speaker develops naturally. The compositional nature of writing has 

produced writing pedagogy that focuses students on how to generate ideas, how to 

organize them coherently, how to use discourse markers and rhetorical conventions 

to put them cohesively into a written text, how to revise text for clearer meaning, 

how to edit text for appropriate grammar, and how to produce a final product. With 

such skills, students should be aware of the readers to whom they are writing. This is 

in line with the purpose of writing proposed by Ur (1996) states that writing, in 

principle, is the expression of ideas, the conveying of a message to the reader. So, 

the ideas themselves should arguably be seen as the most important aspect of the 

writing.  

Regarding the use and the importance of writing itself, writing needs to be 

taught to the students at school. This is in line with the 2006 English Curriculum 

(KTSP) which states that writing is one of the language skills that must be taught at 

junior high school/Islamic junior high school (SMP/MTS). The teaching of writing 

aims at enabling students to master the functional texts and monologue texts or 

paragraphs in the form of descriptive, narrative, recount, procedure, and report. The 

work of writing is presented in the form of text types, usually known as genres. The 

genres of short functional texts, descriptive and procedure are taught at seventh 

grade; descriptive, recount, and narrative are taught at eighth grade; while procedure, 

report and narrative are taught at ninth grade.    
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Writing also cannot be separated from paragraph, because paragraph is a 

foundation to write a longer writing. Krenzke (1995) states that paragraph is a basic 

unit of organization in writing in which a group of related sentences develops one 

idea. A paragraph consists of three basic parts: the topic sentence at beginning, the 

body or the middle of the paragraph, and the closing or clincher sentence at the end. 

Moreover, Ploeger (2004:4), states that a paragraph is a short piece of writing with 

which the writer can practice many important skills of communicating ideas and 

create good writing without becoming overwhelmed by the sheer mass of content 

needed to write an essay. The writer can tackle simple to complex main ideas in 

paragraph and practice these writing skills until they are familiar and comfortable to 

the writer.  

 Providing the students with a good writing skills is worthwhile, but the fact 

shows that the students have a low ability in writing. Based on the teaching practice 

(PPL) on October-December, 2010 in SMPN 13 Malang, when students were asked 

to write a paragraph, they often did not know what to begin and they took a long time 

before they started to write. The main problem faced by the students is that the 

students got difficulty in writing in terms of generating ideas, making the writing 

relevant to the topic, choosing the words. They also lacked of vocabulary. Those 

made the quality of students’ writing were poor. Regarding to those problems, writing 

should be managed to be efficient, fun, and succeed in the class.  

 Seeing the importance of writing and the findings of the previous observation, 

the researcher is interested in applying concept mapping to help the students in their 

paragraph writing. Concept mapping is chosen because it visually shows our 
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thinking and planning. It is very helpful when students want to generate the ideas for 

a certain topic (Simon and Schuster, 1987, in Wilujeng, 2005:22). As Talebinezhad 

(2007) states that concept mapping is a learning strategy which can help students 

attend the writing tasks and control their learning more effectively. It helps students 

facilitate their learning by generating and organizing the ideas about the topic they 

are going to write. 

 Some previous studies concerning the method of generating ideas through 

concept mapping have been conducted by some researchers in Indonesia on different 

levels and grades education. One of them is conducted by Amal (2004). He studied 

the implementation of concept mapping in improving the second year students’ 

ability in writing descriptive paragraph of SMPN 1 Halong. His study employed the 

design of collaborative classroom action research where he collaborated with the 

classroom teacher and they worked as a research team. He shows that the students 

could not write descriptive paragraph correctly and properly as it is targeted by the 

curriculum. The students’ paragraphs were not complete with details, the ideas 

expressed were not clear and the paragraph were crowded with error in grammar, 

vocabulary, and mechanic. 

The finding of Amal’s study shows that the students are active during the 

writing activities and the student’s writing ability improves after the implementation 

of concept mapping. It is found that concept mapping is an appropriate procedures 

used in improving the second year students’ ability in writing descriptive 

paragraphs. The implementation of concept mapping in the teaching of paragraph 
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writing is one of the alternatives that can be taken into account since it can improve 

the student’s ability in writing. 

A similar study has been conducted by Dewi (2008). She conducted classroom 

action research in SMPN 4 Malang. The findings of Dewi’s study shows that 

concept mapping could be implemented to improve the students’ writing 

performance in writing descriptive texts and solved the students’ problem in 

generating and developing ideas. 

The recent study was also conducted by Maloho (2009). He conducted 

classroom action research in the eighth grade of MTS PKP Manado. The findings of 

this study indicated that concept mapping was successful in improving students’ 

writing ability. The improvement could be seen from the increasing of the students’ 

mean score and students’ involvement in writing activities. 

Concerning the strength of concept mapping, the researcher is interested to 

apply this strategy in SMPN 13 Malang in the eighth grade. As we know from the 

findings of the previous observation, the students of SMPN 13 Malang have a low 

ability in paragraph writing. Therefore, the researcher wants to conduct a study on 

the effect of concept mapping on the students’ achievement of paragraph writing in 

the eighth grade of SMPN 13 Malang.    

 

1.2 Statement of Problem  

Based on the background of the study, the research problem is formulated as 

follows : “Does concept mapping affect students’ achievement of paragraph writing 

in the eighth grade students of SMPN 13 Malang?”. 
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1.3 Hypothesis 

The research questions and null hypotheses are stated as follows: 

Hi : Concept mapping affect student’s achievement of paragraph writing in the eighth 

grade students of SMPN 13 Malang. 

 Ho : Concept mapping does not affect student’s achievement of paragraph writing in 

the eighth grade students of SMPN 13 Malang. 

 

1.4 Purpose of Study 

Based on the problem mentioned above, the purpose of study is to find out 

whether concept mapping affects the students’ achievement of paragraph writing or 

not.  

 

1.5 Significance of Study 

     The result of the study is expected to provide useful information for the teachers 

and other researchers. 

For the teachers in general and more particularly for teacher who teaches in 

the eighth graders, the result of the study is expected to provide important 

information in the form of an alternative technique that can be applied to improve the 

quality of  paragraph  produced by the students. It can also be used as considerations 

in the further teaching and learning writing process. For instance, if the teachers want 

to teach other types, she/he can use this technique (concept mapping) to improve the 

students’ writing performance. 
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For other researchers, this study can be used as a reference in conducting 

similar research or future studies in teaching writing. Finally, it is expected that the 

findings of this study can contribute to development of teaching writing in Indonesia.  

 

1.6 Scope and Limitation 

Based on the background of the study, the study has scope and limitation. The 

scope of is study is focused on the use of concept mapping technique in teaching 

writing of paragraph. In addition, this study is limited to the eighth grade of SMPN 

13 Malang.  

 

1.7 Definition of Key Terms.  

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the term used in this study, the 

researcher needs to clarify the terms as described follows: 

1. Teaching Writing is showing as helping someone to learn how to express his 

idea through the sentences, giving instruction, guiding in the study of writing 

or how to make a good writing.  

2. Paragraph writing is short piece of writing with the writer can practice many 

important skills of communicating ideas and create good writing without 

becoming overwhelmed by content needed to write an essay. S/he can tackle 

simple to complex main ideas in paragraph (Ploeger, 2004:4). 

3. Concept Mapping is learning strategy which can help students attend the 

writing task and control their learning more effectively. It helps students 
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facilitate their learning by generating and organizing the ideas about the topic 

they are going to write (Telebinezhad, 2007).  

4. Achievement is knowledge attained or skill developed in school subject. It is 

usually directed by score of given by teacher (Good, 1976:12).  

 

 


