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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

       Chapter I of this research presents such topics as: the background of study, 

the statement of problem, the purpose of study, the significance of study, the 

scope and limitation, and the definition of key terms. Each section is presented as 

follows. 

1.1 Background of Study 

       Reading literature offers the readers either pleasure or experience of life 

which deals with the literary works. The readers have taken pleasure in following 

and participating in the imaginary adventures and imaginary experiences of the 

writer’s thoughts. According to Kennedy, literature is a kind of art, ussually 

written, that offers pleasure and illumination (1983:1). Good literature gives 

knowledge and some information so that the readers can compare and receive 

good or bad information to apply in their daily activity. İn the literary works, the 

authors select their best words to express their felling and ideas. The purposes of 

those words is to attract the readers in accepting and comprehending the authors’ 

mind. 

         According to Wellek and Warren (1990:3), literature is creative activity of 

art. It is important in our life because it is one of the ways human beings express 

their ideas and feeling. Literature is related with human’s life so that the readers 

can see the reflection of real life. By reading literature, we can get valuable and 

useful knowledge that has significant benefit concerning the topic and 
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appreciation of literary works.There are some literary works which can be 

elaborated into deep analysis. They are novel, short story, drama and poetry. 

          One of the literary works that is being analyzed in this study is poem. 

According to Kennedy (1983: 393), poem is a rhythmical composition of words 

expressing an attitude, designed to surprise and delight, and to arouse an 

emotional response. Besides, the language of poem is very unique and different 

from the ordinary language because there are two meanings in a poem, denotative 

and connotative meaning. Meanwhile, Waluyo (1987: 23), poem is a literary work 

that expresses the felling and thought of poet imaginatively through an artistic 

language. So, it is an expression of thought, which arouses the felling and stirs the 

sense impression. Therefore, by reading poem people can get more experience 

how to express their feeling and thoughts. 

        This study will explore the spiritual dimension of Rumi’s Versified Poems. 

The spiritual dimension is the effort of person to approach God by doing good and 

loves all his creations (Al-Qaradhawi, 2004: 95). According to F. C. Happold (in 

Abdul Hadi, 2004: 182), Rumi is a popular figure of the mysticism of love and 

union. Besides, Rumi was known as brilliant and phenomenal poet in the İslamic 

world. He wrote many mystic works and his works are very famous until 

nowdays. Some of Rumi’s works are Diwan-i Shamsi Tabriz, Matsnawi-i 

Ma’nawi, Fihi Ma Fihi, Makatib and Majalis-i Sa’ah. 

        According to Abdul Hadi (2004: 166), Rumi has the same position as 

Meister Eckhart which known as a popular mystic from Ordo Domican. Although, 

they have the same position, both of them have difference in the field mysticism 
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sect. Rumi himself was known as the mysticism of love and union and Meister 

Eckhart as the mysticism of knowledge and understanding. Rumi’s works also 

influence the İndonesian poets’ work. Some of them are Hamzah Fanzuri and 

Sunan Bonang. Sunan Bonang’s works are mostly influenced by Rumi’s works 

like Fihi Ma Fihi and Matsnawi-i Ma’nawi. 

        Rumi’s poem is very different from the Western poems because the Rumi’s 

poem uses estetic symbol that is very unique and interesting. Rumi often uses 

symbol that relate to the nature, thing and animal as well. Those symbols have 

deep meaning because they are interpretation of Al-Qur’an verses and Hadist. By 

using those symbols Rumi expresses his mystical experiences. Most of Rumi’s 

poems talk about how to love God and worship to Him. Also, the Rumi’s poems 

try to make people to be aware about the purpoese of their life in the world. The 

writer thinks, it is one of aspects that makes the Rumi’s poems still acceptable and 

relevant until now. 

        The writer would like to explore the spiritual dimension of Rumi’s Versified 

Poems, because, according to the writer’s experience, the Rumi’s poems have 

important role and contribution in the civilisation of humankind.Then, the writer 

has individual experience as well, when the writer follows the Erasmus Mundus 

Program in Turkey. The writer uses that oppotunity to learn more about the 

Rumi’s poems, and the writer admits that the Rumi’s poems have deep meaning. 

Therefore, it is able to attract many people that come from diffrent region and 

culture. 
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        Based on the reasons above, the writer is interested in exploring the Rumi’s 

poems because Rumi is one of the biggest moslem poets, and as the writer knows, 

there is no studentof University of Muhammadiyah Malang have explored the 

content of Rumi’s poems. İn this study, the writer will not explore all of Rumi’s 

works but he will analyze some of Rumi’s poems contained in Bouquet of Rumi’s 

Versified Poems which were translated by Erkan TÜRKMEN. 

1.2.Statement of Problems 

1.2.1. What are the kinds of symbols that are used to describe the relation 

between Human and God in A Bouquet of Rumi’s Versified Poems? 

1.2.2. What is the message of Rumi’s poems? 

1.3. Purpose of Study 

Based on the statement problems above, the purposes of this study are: 

1.3.1. To know the kind of symbols that is used to describe the relation 

Human and God in A Bouquet of Rumi’s Poems. 

1.3.2. To describe the message of Rumi’s Versified poems. 

1.4. Significance of Study 

      The result of this study is expected to be able to encourage readers, especially 

the students of English Department at University of Muhammadiyah Malang to 

pay more attention toward the Rumi’s poems. Furthermore, the writer intends to 

convice the readers that learning literature especially a poem will give valuable 

lesson how to appreciate and enjoy the literary works particularly a poem. Finally, 

the result of this study is expected to be able to give clear explanation related to 
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the content and purposes of Rumi’s poems. So, the readers can understand the 

Rumi’s message in his poems. 

1.5. Scope and Limitation 

        The scope of this study is A Bouquet of Rumi’s Versified Poems. Because 

there are many kinds of poems in this Rumi’s Versified Poems, the writer limits 

his discussion on four poems which dealing with the the mysticism of love and 

union that are Your heart is the mirror of your deeds, Whatever you sow, sow for 

God, A word is like a nest and Love gives birth to love. The writer choose those 

poems because in the wtiter’s opinion those poems have represented the Rumi’s 

view about the mysticism of love and union. 

1.6.Definition of Key Terms 

1.6.1. Spiritual dimension is the effort of person to approach God by doing 

good and loves all his creations (Al-Qaradhawi, 2004: 95). The mistics 

express their experiences about the spiritual dimension by creating 

song, dance and the literary works as a road to approach God. Spiritual 

dimension definitely related to the symbols that describes the relation 

between God and Human (Nasr: 1993). For example, bowing and 

prostrating in prayer depict human submission to God. 

1.6.2. Symbol is anything which signifies something; in this sense all words 

are symbols (Abrams, 1971: 206). The symbol in this context is all 

words that not only have surface meaning but also deep meaning.  
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1.6.3. According to Jones (1986), message is a function of main idea, which 

can be broken down into some more related statements, regarded as a 

lesson given to the reader. 

1.6.4. Jelal al-Din Rumi, who is known as “ Mevlana” in Turkey and as 

“Rumi” in the western world, can be called a mystic poet, a thinker, a 

theosophist or a Sufi. 

1.6.5. According to Kennedy (1983: 393), poem is a rhythmical composition 

of words expressing an attitude, designed to surprise and delight, and to 

arouse an emotional response. 

 

 


