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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter discusses the background of the study, statement of the 

problems, purpose of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key term. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Literature is important for the English department students. This subject has to 

be taken by all of students of English department. By studying literature, the 

people get some advantages such as increasing their knowledge at least about 

human and giving a fascination that makes the reader never feel bored. Literature 

provides exposure to the literature of its speaker by examining universal human 

experience within the context setting and the consciousness of particular people. 

A literary work is considered to be difficult to be understood. It is needed to 

be looked in to not only the surface of its components but the more important 

thing is the essence of it. Literary works present something which is explicitly 

offered to public readers. According to Meyer (1990), there are two kinds of 

literature they are literature of knowledge and literature of imagination. 

The literature of knowledge presents or interprets facts, ideas or happening; a 

description of a person or place, the explanation of scientific process, the account 

of war, or the discussion of political issues. This type of literature-comprising 
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autobiography and a personal narrative, biography and history, and various from 

of the essay appeals primarily to the sense of reason or intelligence. 

The literature of imagination interprets experience by a fictious presentation 

of person, ideas and events. The creative writer is not primarily concerned with 

the actual truth or particular events, as is the historian or with the abstract relation 

of ideas and reality, as is the philosopher. The author invents a lifelike image or 

story that embodies truth of human nature. 

According to Jones (in Hasyim, 2008: 10) categorized conflicts into three 

types: first is Physical or elemental conflict which the conflict is between human 

being with nature, the second is Social conflict which the conflict is between one 

person against another. The third is Internal or psychological conflict which 

between human being struggling against himself. 

Based on the reason above, the writer of this thesis tries to analyze one novel 

and focuses on the social conflict of the main characters in “A Family of Her 

Own”. This novel tells about love and sadness that happen in Katie’s family. 

Katie forced her mother to bless her relationship with boyfriend. Because of it, so 

social conflict happened between Katie and her mother.    

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the writer tries to answer the following 

questions: 

1. What social conflicts were faced by the main characters in Brenda Novak’s 

novel “A Family of Her Own”? 
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2. How did the main characters solve their social conflicts in Brenda Novak’s  

novel “A Family of Her Own”? 

 

1.3 Purpose of the Study 

1. To know the social conflict of the main characters 

2. To know the way the main characters solve their social conflict 

 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 The result of this study may give some contribution. Firstly, it is expected that 

the result will gives the readers some knowledge about the main characters’                               

motivate the readers, especially students of English Department at University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang to love literature, and literary works especially novel and to 

give them a motivation to broad their knowledge about literature. Finally, this study 

is to give alternative references to the students who are interested in analyzing prose 

especially for the same topic. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The scope of this research is about the conflict. There are many conflicts that can 

be found in this novel, such as: psychological conflict, physical conflict, and social 

conflict. From those conflicts, the writer is interested in analyzing the main 

characters’ social conflicts. The reason of focusing on social conflict is that this kind 

of conflict is more dominant in this novel than the other conflicts. Therefore, the 

writer limits this research only on the main characters’ social conflict. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Term 

Analysis :Study of something by examining its part 

(Oxford,1995:13). 

Novel    :Book length story in prose, whose author tries to create 

the sense that, while readers read, the experienced 

actual life (Kennedy, 1983:180). 

Character   :The person presented dramatic or narrative works, who 

interpreted by the readers as being endowed which 

moral and disposition qualities that are expressive in 

what they say in the dialogue and what they do in 

action (Abrams in, Kennedy, 1983:65) 

Social conflict :The struggle of one person against another (Jones in 

Hasyim 2008:4). 

Brenda Novak    : The author of the novel “A Family of Her Own” 

A Family Of Her Own  : The title of novel that is investigated in this study 

 

 


