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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

 
 

Chapter I of this research presents such topics as; background of study, 

statements of problem, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and 

limitation and definition of key term. Each section is presented as follows. 

1.1 Background of Study 

People know that the main purpose of language is used for communication. It 

is very important because through language people can communicate with others. 

Besides, language is a tool for transferring idea, thought and meaning what people are 

saying about.  

Most people have known that the most dominant language used in the world 

is English. Many countries provide English as the main subject of foreign language in 

their educational curriculum. It is taught in order that students are able to master of 

English. If students are able to master of English, they can easily enter international 

world in every part of societies. Learning English for student is not as simple as 

reversing their hands. They needs appropriate learning strategy to become a master of 

English. Learning strategy used in order to make easier in mastering language.  

According to Chamot (1999: 2), “Learning strategies are procedures or 

techniques that learners can use to facilitate a learning task”. While some learning 

strategies such as taking notes or making graphic organizers are observable, most 

strategies are mental processes that are not directly observable. Furthermore, Wenden 

(1991: 18) states that learning strategies are “Mental steps or operation used by 
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learners to learn a new language and regulate their efforts”. Learning strategies aim at 

helping a learner to acquire the knowledge and skills they need to plan and implement 

in learning that will help them become more autonomous.   

In relation to the strategies used by the students in composing narrative, 

Yuliati (2004) with the title”A Study on Learning Strategies Used by Second Year 

Students’ of “EXELLENT CLASS” in Writing Narrative at SMAN 1 Pacitan” found 

that the most dominant strategy used by the students was memory strategy because 

according to them, this strategy dealt with activities in the past or present. She took 

the sample of the second year students and it was done in two classes only. Besides, 

for collecting the data, she used questionnaire. It was open-ended questionnaire as the 

instrument. Furthermore, Yuliati found other kinds of strategy in composing narrative 

at SMAN 1 Pacitan. Those are semantic strategy, memory strategy and social 

strategy. Students used those strategies to elaborate their ideas and style of sentence, 

for example; tenses and sentence structure according to time order. 

Another research was done by Suryoputro(2007) on “Learning Strategy Used 

by First Year Students’ in Writing Narrative at SMKN 2 Lumajang ”. He found that 

strategy which was used by the students was mnemonic strategy. This strategy deals 

with memorizing key words or pattern. In writing process, this strategy is used to 

develop idea and thought, for example; transition signal word for chronological order 

and conjunction. 

Writing in English for Indonesian students is very complex process because 

English as a second language for them. So, it should be learnt step by step to master 

English. According to Webster, writing is “an act or art of forming letter on stone, 
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paper, woods and other suitable medium to record the ideas which characters and 

words express or to communicate the ideas by visible sign” (www.marriam-

webster/dictionary/writing).. 

There are several writing genres that writer should know as expository, 

argumentative, descriptive and narrative. In this study the writer focuses on 

investigating students’ strategy in composing narrative because narrative is a 

technique in telling story by presenting sequence of event. It can be dominant pattern 

in many types of formal writing such as; history, biography, autobiography and 

journalism as well as less formal such as; personal letter and entries in diaries, 

speech, etc.  

Furthermore, narrative describes a sequence of events or telling story; in other 

words, narrative paragraphs describe an experience. The logical arrangement of ideas 

and sentences in a narrative paragraph is chronological according to time order. 

Although narration usually refers to telling story, the term is used to describe the 

relating of an experience. That experience might be in the past, or it might be a 

typical experience, or it might happen recently (Jacob, 1995: 58). 

Writing narrative text needs strategy to make it to be good. First, they have to 

think about what they want to write. Second, they have to develop the idea based on 

chronological to time order. Third, they have to determine the diction, grammatical 

and transition signal. In fact, some students are able to apply those strategies in 

writing narrative and some of them still have weakness to do. 

Based on the above description, the researcher is very interested to conduct 

the similar research about learning strategy used by the students in composing 
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narrative at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. It is caused by the researcher’s 

curiosity to each students might have different learning strategy with others in 

composing narrative. In conclusion, the writer expects that the research finding will 

bring good advantage in developing narrative writing skill and make the students 

elaborate their paragraph more easily.  

1.2 Statements of Problems 

a. What learning strategies are used by English Department students at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang in composing narrative? 

b. What is the most dominant learning strategy used by English Department 

students at University of Muhammadiyah Malang in composing narrative? 

1.3 Purposes of the Study 

In accordance with the research problems above, this study aims: 

1. To know the students’ learning strategy in composing narrative. 

2. To find out the most dominant learning strategy used by the students in 

composing narrative. 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

The result of this study is expected to be able to give a contribution to English 

teachers, students and readers. For English teachers, this study would be able to help 

in knowing what learning strategies are used by the student in composing narrative. 

Then, the teachers are able to choose the suitable technique in teaching writing so that 

the students will be able to absorb the lesson as well. For student, it will give any 

information for them about types of learning strategies that could be implemented in 
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their study. In conclusion, the result of this study hopefully will provide any 

information for English teachers and students as a feedback. 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

Four skills of English cannot be separated each other in learning language, but 

it is impossible for the researcher to study it all because the limit of financial and 

energy to conduct the research. The scope of this study is fifth grade semester student 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang. Then, the researcher focuses this study to 

investigate the learning strategy used by fifth semester students’ in composing 

narrative. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

1. Learning Strategies are “mental steps or operation that learners use to learn a new 

language and to regulate their efforts” (Wenden, 1991: 18). 

2. Writing Narrative is “a process describing a sequence of events or tell story; in 

other words, writing narrative paragraph describes an experience” (Jacob, 1995: 

58). 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


