
 

1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of Study 

Research in education and all parts around it have become the interest of 

many experts, educators, researchers and those who concern to the development of 

education. Education then raises parts of opened possibilities to the research. One of 

them is language learning.  

In recent years, learning which tends to cultivate learners’ responsibility on 

their learning goal emerges as an interest field of study. McDevitt (1997) in WU Li-li 

(2008) points out that the end product of education is an independent learner and that 

cultivating a learner’s independence or autonomy should be regarded as the end goal 

that the teachers or educators try to pursue. Moreover, Benson (2001) writes, in the 

course of its evolution, the concept of autonomy has become part of the mainstream 

of research and practice within the field of language education. 

Autonomy in learning is considered to be a valuable asset for achievement 

and an outcome of higher education (Fazey & Fazey, 2001). The autonomous learner 

is thus expected to develop the ability to take charge of every stage of his/her own 

learning including setting learning goals, identifying and developing learning 

strategies to achieve such goals, developing study plans, reflecting on learning (which 

includes identifying problem areas and means of addressing these problems), 
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identifying and selecting relevant resources and support, and assessing one’s own 

progress (Chan, 2001).  

Whereas, defining autonomy is not an easy task. The literature suggests 

different interpretations of the concept in different contexts (Chan, 2001). Meanwhile, 

Kesten (1987) in Broad (2006) undertakes that autonomous learning, independent 

study, self-directed learning, students initiated learning, project orientation, discovery 

and inquiry, teaching for thinking, learning to learn, self instruction and long life 

learning are synonymous terms for independent learning.  

In addition, a research conducted by Poedjiastutie (2001) on students’ 

perceptions of independent learning found that there was small difference in 

percentage between students who agreed and disagreed on implementation of 

independent learning at English Department of University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. Those who agreed with independent learning were 57 % and those who 

disagreed were 43 %. Although the agree percentage was higher than the other, the 

difference was insignificant. The 43 % of the students disagreed because independent 

learning required them to have high-discipline which caused academic shock; it did 

not build good cooperation among peers and it needed a lot of time.  

In addition, in formal education, the existence and role of the teacher is very 

important. WU Li-li (2008) stated that a teacher should help students to set a 

meaningful and practical goal for themselves. With a goal in mind, students will learn 

autonomously and independently in class or after class. Therefore, in the process of 

cultivating learners’ autonomy, the teacher should train the autonomous learning 

strategies on the basis of individual difference.  
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Thornburg (1999) in Poedjiastutie (2001) stated that there is difference in 

teaching-learning style between East and West. It is said that Western teacher 

“teaches learner how to fish” while Eastern teacher “fishes for the learner”. 

Moreover, research conducted by WANG Zhe (2009) indicated that Western teachers 

had strong awareness of learner autonomy, most of them treated their students as 

equal agents, and the autonomous teaching model had gone deeply into every 

classroom.  

Meanwhile, research conducted by Eriyanti (1999) claimed that teaching and 

learning is very complex process, but the fact shows that not all the teachers know it. 

There are still many teachers who think that teaching-learning process is transferring 

knowledge from teacher to learner. Thus, communication in teaching-learning 

process is more on one-direction communication. It is supported by perceptions of 

some teachers who believe that they are the master of learning materials.  

In addition, Soedjatmiko (2000) states that students of higher education also 

have lack of initiative to search information. Mostly, Indonesian students wait “to be 

fed” by the teachers.  

Although the discourse of student-centered learning has emerged for years in 

Indonesia, it seems that both the teacher and the learner are still taken along the 

concept of implementing teacher-centered learning for it previously had rooted longer 

in Indonesians’ education.  

Moreover, rethinking about autonomous learning and its benefit to the 

development of education, it is prominent to conduct research on autonomous 

learning. Besides, it is important to know the perception on autonomous learning 
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from the teachers as well as from the students. On his research about independent 

learning, Broad (2006) stated “it is important to have a definition by which all staff 

and students agree on the meaning and interpretation of independent learning”. 

Different perception will result in different implementation. Different 

perception of the lecturers in seeing what autonomous learning is will result different 

teaching implementation. Therefore, this study researches “Lecturer’s Perceptions on 

Autonomous Learning at English Department University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang.” 

 

1.2 Statement of Problem 

In accordance with the background of study, statement of the problems can be 

stated as follow:  

What are lecturer’s perceptions on autonomous learning at English 

Department University of Muhammadiyah Malang? 

 

1.3 Purpose of Study 

 Based on the reasons explained in the background of study and from the 

statement of the problems, the researcher would like to find the lecturer’s perceptions 

on autonomous learning at English Department University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang.  
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1.4 Significance of Study 

The result gives discourse on autonomy in English teaching and learning at 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang from lecturer’s perspectives. Different 

perceptions in seeing something will result in different implementation. Different 

perception of the teacher in seeing what autonomous learning is then will raise 

different teaching implementation based on how they see it and from what side.  

It also gives knowledge on what an independent learners should be and how 

the lecturers’ expectations on student’s autonomous learning. Therefore, students can 

trace their lecturer’s perceptions and be ready with different styles of teaching. 

 

1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 The study only focuses on investigating English Department lecturers’ point 

of view on autonomous learning in term of teaching-learning process in the classroom 

at University of Muhammadiyah Malang.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

 There are key terms of this study which are helpful in order to understand 

what the content is about: 

Perception is a result of psychological process so that something can raise meaning to 

person who perceives it based on his/her judgement which is closely related to his/her 

knowledge.  

Autonomous Learning is learning process which includes all the learner’s 

consciousnesses related to what is being studied, for what, why, and how. 


