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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Background of the study 

 In language learning, writing is the  most difficult skill when compared 

with other skills. It involves the development of a design idea, the capture of 

mental representations of  knowledge, and of experience with subject ( Novita, 

2005:12). However, writing skill is very important, especially  for the students 

who study English. Almost every learning activity that is conducted at school, 

campus or other educational setting cannot be separated from writing activities, 

such as  writing  summaries, writing reports, writing an essay, and most 

importantly when students make their thesis to get a degree in the final year of 

their study.  

Writing skill has been taught to the English Department’s students in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang since  the beginning year of their study. 

The students learn how to write the text composition in the various length from 

only making paragraph to long essay  and in many types of text. 

Usually, students who are at beginner level of  English writing class learn 

to make paragraph before writing a larger composition, such as an essay or thesis. 

Oshima (1999:16) states that paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing 

in which a group of related sentences develop one main idea. It is consisting of 
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topic sentence, supporting idea and conclusion that are composed in related 

sentences about one subject or idea.  

The mastery of paragraph writing is very important for the students. 

Paragraph writing is the basic ability to interpret the ideas through writing ( 

Kurniastuti, 2008:2). Furthermore, paragraphs will facilitate a writer to make a 

long writing , such as  essay, thesis or  scientific paper in a simple or complex 

form so that the discussion of a subject matter does not come out of the topic that 

had been predetermined. With the paragraph, the writer will be easier to 

categorize the subject matter that are exposured  in his or her composition. It can 

be said that if the students are able to make a good paragraph, on the next step 

they will be able to write a good longer writing. 

 It is expected that by joining in writing class, students will be able to 

write well in English. They must be able to produce a good writing text, whatever 

the length or the type.  

A good writing must be as clear as possible so that the reader can follow 

sentences, ideas and details easily . There are some factors to reach this. One of 

those factors is described in the term of cohesion that exist within text (Tobing, 

2010:2). Halliday and Hasan (1994:4) state that cohesion is a semantic one ; it 

refers to relations of meaning that exist within a text and that define it as a text. It 

has a function to link  each elements in the text that holds a text together and 

gives it meaning. Furthermore , cohesion will create harmony in the text that 

helps the reader to interprete the text easily. Gutwinsky (1976:26) in Tarigan 
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states that cohesion is a syntactical organization, and  is a ‘container’ where the 

sentences are arranged in harmony intensively to produce discourse. It makes a 

writing text to flow naturally, without unnecessary repetition. Therefore, this 

cohesion must be exist in a good writing text. 

Cohesion has some devices to make a text cohesive by using particular 

types of words and phrases, namely, cohesive devices. Halliday and Hasan (1994: 

28) say that there  are five major  classes  of  cohesive  devices and their 

subclasses.  They are reference (personal, demonstrative, and comparative) , 

conjunction (additive, adversative, causal, and temporal), substitution 

(nominal,verbal and clausal) ,  ellipsis ( nominal,verbal and clausal),    and  

lexical ( reiteration and collocation). 

There are many types of writing text that are learned by students of 

English Department in University of Muhammadiyah Malang, such as expository, 

persuasive, descriptive, argumentative and narrative writing. In this thesis, the 

researcher focuses to analyze the cohesion devices in the students’ narrative 

paragraph. The reason is narrative discourse typically contains characteristics of 

cohesion (Ellis, Rosenbek, Rittman, and Boylstein, 2005:734). 

Narrative writing tells a story by presenting sequence of events, it can be 

dominant pattern in many types of writng –formal such as : history, biography, 

autobiography and journalism as well as formal such as : personal letters and 

entries in diaries, speech etc (Kirzner & Mandel,1987:33). The writer of narrative 
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recounts a sequence events of experience or tells a story based on real or 

imagined event. 

The sequence of events in narrative must be organized in chronological 

order. There is a pattern of relationship between the events in narrative that is 

called a plot (Splinder, 1992:8 in Prasinggi,). Cohesion is  needed to  give 

sequence of events in narrative a coherent texture, so it helps the reader to follow 

the plot and understand the story in narrative easily. Furthermore, Halliday and 

Hasan (1994, in Chen,2008)  states that cohesion, as a major characteristic of 

coherence with regard to the linguistic properties of the language, gives a 

sequence of sentences a coherent texture. 

A previous study on the analysis of the use of cohesive devices has been 

conducted by Chen (2008). In that study, he  investigated college students’ use of 

cohesive devices on their essays and the relationship between the number of 

cohesive features and writing quality. The findings showed  that  the students 

were able to use various cohesive devices in their writing. Lexical devices had the 

highest percentage of use, followed by reference devices and conjunctions. The 

study showed no significant relationship between the number of cohesive devices 

and writing quality.   In addition, the study highlighted some of the cohesive 

problems found in writing and the possible pedagogical implications for teachers. 

Another study has been conducted by Solichin (2010). His study investigated the 

use of lexical cohesion in the hearing impaired students’ narrative compositions. 

The findings showed  that  in  the narrative of hearing  impaired students  
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reiteration about 94,85%  was mostly used  then  followed by collocation about 

5,15%.  

 In this study, the researcher will also investigate about the use of cohesive 

devices on the students’ writing. But the are some differences with the previous 

studies mentioned above. The researcher will analyze the use of cohesive devices 

in the narrative paragraph  that are written by the fifth semester students of 

English Department’s in University of Muhammadiyah Malang and only limitate 

it in the types of cohesive devices and the frequency of each type of  cohesive 

devices to know the most dominant type of cohesive devices used in their 

narrative paragraph since there is no any study that is investigating cohesive 

devices in the students’ writing , especially students’ narrative paragraph in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang before. 

In view of the explanation above, it is clear that cohesive devices are very 

important to create cohesion in narrative paragraph so it helps the reader to follow 

the plot and understand the story in narrative easily. Narrative paragraph that is 

readable and understandable reflects the students’ quality in writing. That is why, 

cohesive devices in the students’ narrative paragraph are quite necessary to be 

analyzed. 

1.2. Statement of problems. 

Based on the background of the analysis above, the researcher wants to 

formulate the statement of problems in the following questions : 
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1. What  are the types of cohesive devices found in the narrative paragraph 

written by the fifth semester English Department’s students in University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang ?   

2. What is the most dominant type of cohesive devices used  in the narrative 

paragraph written by the fifth semester English Department’s students in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang ?   

 

1.3. Purposes of the study. 

 In accordance with the statement of problems, this study aims at describing : 

1. The types of cohesive devices that are found in the narrative paragraph 

written by the fifth semester English Department’s students in University 

of Muhammadiyah Malang.  

2. The most dominant type of cohesive devices used  in the narrative 

paragraph written by the fifth semester English Department’s students in 

University of Muhammadiyah Malang. 

1.4. Significance of the study. 

From this study, it is expected to have significance contributions to the  

English Department’s lectures and students in University of Muhammadiyah 

Malang. For the lectures, the result of this thesis  can be used as reference of 

the evaluation or a feedback of the teaching and learning in writing class, 

especially to give more materials about the importance of cohesive devices in 

the student’s writing. And for the students, it is expected that by this research , 
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they will get new knowledges about the use of cohesive devices in their 

writing composition to improve their writing quality. It is hoped that the result 

of this study can be used as the reference  for another researcher who want to  

investigate about cohesive devices in the students’ writing deeply.There are a 

lot of information than can be found from this study to map students’ 

knowledge about cohesive devices in writing. 

 

1.5. Scope and limitation. 

The scope of this study is the analysis of cohesive devices in narrative 

paragraph written by the fifth students of English Department in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang. This study is limited to analyze the types of 

cohesive devices in the students’ narrative paragraph and the most dominant 

type of cohesive devices used to show cohesion in the narrative paragraph 

written by the fifth semester English Department’s students in University of 

Muhammadiyah Malang based on  the types of cohesive devices clasified by 

Halliday and Hasan.  

1.6. Definition of key term. 

The researcher gives some definition of key term in order to understand of 

terms which are related to the study as follows : 

1. Cohesive devices is part of the system of a language which is expressed 

partly through the grammar and partly through the vocabulary to make a 

text cohesive (Halliday & Hasan, 1994:5-6). In this research, cohesive 
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devices are  single words or phrases that basically make the text hang 

together. Cohesive devices are used to achieve a clear, logical flow of 

thought from sentence to sentence and from paragraph to paragraph. There 

are five major types of cohesive devices classified by Halliday and Hasan 

(1994), they are reference, substitution, ellipsis, conjunction, and lexical 

cohesion. 

2. Narrative writing is a way to tell a story by presenting sequence of events, 

it can be dominant pattern in many types of writng –formal such as : 

history, biography, autobiography and journalism as well as formal such 

as : personal letters and entries in diaries, speech etc (Kirzner & 

Mandel,1987:33). In this research narrative writing is  a way to describe 

an experience, event, or sequence of events in the form of a story and 

usually in chronological order. The writer of narrative has a chance to 

make his or her mark on the world by relating a story that only he or she 

can tell. Whether it comes from a personal experience ( personal narrative 

) or is one that the writer has imagined ( fiction). 

3. Paragraph is a basic unit of organization in writing in which a group of 

related sentences develop one main idea ( Oshima, 1999:16). In this 

research, paragraph is a group of related sentences which develops one 

main idea or one main topic and consisting of topic sentence, supporting 

ideas and conclusion. 

 


