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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter explains about background of the study, statements of the 

problem, purposes of the study, significance of the study, scope and limitation, and 

definition of key terms. 

1.1 Background of Study  

Language is the way of communication.  People can imagine how difficult life 

without language.  ‘Language is a system of arbitrary conventionalized vocal, written, 

or gestural symbols that enable members of a given community to communicate 

intelligibly with one another’ (Brown, 2000:5).  People  use language to communicate 

with others no matter it uses words, spoken, written, or combine of them.  By 

language, people not only get information, but also use it to express feeling.  

Sometimes, when people describe a person as a good communicator, they are likely 

thinking of the way he/ she speaks and feels their expression.  

   There are so many ways to express human expression.  Literature is one way 

to describes human’s expression.  According to Paul Valery (1984, in Koesnosubroto, 

1988:1) ‘Literature is, and cannot be anything but, a kind of extension and application 

of certain properties of language.’  People can see the relationship between literature 

and language on the basis of the real fact that the literary work is a verbal work of art, 

and the authors of literary work use language to describe their imagination.   
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 There are some literary works which expose the human life.  They are fiction, 

drama, and poetry.  ‘Drama has one characteristic peculiar to itself.  It is written 

primarily to be performed, not read.  It normally presents its action (a) through actors, 

(b) on a stage, and (c) before an audience’ (Arp & Jhonson, 2006: 1027).  Drama has 

similarity with film, because film shares many characteristics with drama: setting, 

plot, character, conflict, dialogue, images, symbolism, and theme.  But audiences 

cannot see the actors immediately in film because the audiences only can see it by 

using a screen as a media itself.   

 Film shows the audiences about the story that happen around them, like how 

people live in their daily life, how they think and act, and the real life of society.  

Sometimes, film also depicts the history.  So, if film directors want to make good 

relationship with audiences, the film directors can try to approach them with put a 

good story in film which gives good message and good impression to them.  

“The King’s Speech” film is analyzed in this study.  This film is written by 

David Seidler and directed by Tom Hooper which released in 2010.  This film tells 

about a person and his lifelong struggle to overcome his speech impediment which 

caused by stammer.  Stammering, represent the various defects of pronunciation.  

‘Stammering is a condition in which the person afflicted is unable to begin a word or 

a sentence no matter how much effort may be directed toward the attempt to speak, or 

how well they may know what they wish to say’ (Bogue, 2009:28). 

       “The King’s Speech” film was choosen to be analyzed by the researcher 

because it remembered the audiences that each person, no matter who he or she is, 
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has weakness and it depends on themselves how their effort to minimize it.    

Stammer itself is discussed in this study in order to minimize misconception that 

happen in society about stammer.  There are some people think that stammer is 

permanent defect that cannot be cured and they do not know clearly about the causes.  

Moreover, many people can not differentiate between stutter and stammer.   “The 

King’s Speech” film is based on the incredible true story and exposes the life of a 

person who stammer which is very rare to be found in other films.  So, it is very 

proper if this film won the four Academy Awards in 2011 as the best picture, best 

actor, best director, and best original screenplay categories.    

1.2 Statement of the Problems   

Based on the background of the study described above, the problems of this 

study are formulated as follow: 

1. Why did Bertie become a stammerer in “The King’s Speech film”? 

2. What were Bertie’s problems in being the stammerer in “The King’s Speech 

film”? 

3. How did Bertie solve his problems in “The King’s Speech film”? 

 1.3  Purposes of the Study  

Considering the given statement of the problems above, the purposes of the 

study are: 
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1. To find the reason why Bertie became a stammerer in “The King’s 

Speech” film. 

2. To explain Bertie’s problems being the stammerer in “The King’s 

Speech” film. 

3. To describe how Bertie solves his problems in “The King’s Speech” film. 

 1.4   Significance of the Study  

 The result of this study is very expected if it can be useful both theoritically 

and practically.  Theoritically, the researcher hopes the result of this study can 

increase knowledge particularly the literature studies in film. This study also gives 

information about stammering to the readers.  Practically, this study will be useful for 

the future literary researces.  This study can be used as a reference and gives 

description about literary works. 

 1.5 Scope and Limitation 

 In this study, the researcher takes the scope on Bertie’stammer in “The King’s 

Speech” film and limits the discussion on the caused of Bertie’s stammer, the 

problems that faced by the main character being the stammerer, and also how the 

main character solves his problem in this film. 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

1. ‘Analysis is a method by which a thing is separated into parts, and those 

parts are given rigorous, logical, detailed scrutiny, resulting in a consistent 
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and relatively complete account of the elements of the thing and the 

principles of their organization’ (Holman, 1986:20).  Analysis in this study 

means that the researcher gives explanation about the topic choosen in this 

study by connecting the data found by the writer with the theories taken from 

some researches.  

2. ‘Language is a system of arbitrary conventionalized vocal, written, or 

gestural symbols that enable members of a given community to 

communicate intelligibly with one another’ (Brown, 2000:5).  Sometimes, 

there are some people who have certain deceases that cannot communicate 

clearly by using conversation, but actually there are so many ways to 

communication with one another.  Language not only gives easy of 

communication, but also creates relationship with others.   

3. ‘Literature is, and cannot be anything but, a kind of extension and 

application of certain properties of language’ (Paul Valery, 1984, in 

Koesnosubroto, 1988:1).   Literature makes life colored graciously with 

multiple diverse of language, involves people inside it, and also enriches 

people’s imagination.  

4. Film is a full- length motion picture, one greater than 60 minutes in length - 

but usually about 90-120 minutes on one particular topic; also known as a 

theatrical (http://www.filmsite.org/filmterms9.html).  Film is one of 
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entertainment that shows so many kinds of story to the audiences, like 

adventure, animation, drama, horror, comedy, etc. 

5. ‘Stammering is a condition in which the person afflicted is unable to begin a 

word or a sentence no matter how much effort may be directed toward the 

attempt to speak, or how well they may know what they wish to say’ 

(Bogue, 2009:28).  Stammerers are difficult to begin new words when they 

speak, and it becomes serious condition when they are nervouse. 

Stammering is different from stuttering althought they have similar 

symptoms. 

6. “The King’s Speech” is a film written by David Seidler and released in 

2010.  This film has good story and gives good messages to the audiences.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


